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~ “The idea that undead beings return to feast upon the living has fascinated ae 
7 == cultures and generations for centuries, with different parts of the world 

ana om , sharing their own unique tales of folklore, and with theories evolving as 

— JS science and medicine have advanced. The characteristics of vampires have 
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of how they are identified, and how ordinary folk can protect themselves m é 
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In History of Vampires, uncover the remarkable origins of vampiric beliefs, Ec : 
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Elizabeth Bathory, and learn about cases from the 19th-century a 
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Vampires were not always characters contained to 
stories, but horrifying spectres that would terrorise 
villages and drive people to insanity 


Words by Frances White 


item NELOLO DMT AUUDM Inte Mat rsd tra melee aca) me baa 
OPT ata@ecge aCe coa cee Psa eel mee 
distance a crow caws. In a rundown alley 
off a moonlit street a shadow passes, his 
high-collared cloak wafting at his feet, as if 
he were hovering above the ground. As the 
lighting cracks overhead, a glimpse of his face can 
be seen: pale-white skin, raven-black hair and an 
TCI Ih MeN CebT mee Ree ee 
all, however, are his teeth, which are sharp, as if 
iia Came mele) in el Vn eae sl mees eee me Ted npn eam Vaca 
the figure 1s gone; vanished, without a trace, as if 
he had never been there at all. As the storm 
rages, above the houses a single black bat can be 
aes MONO] Vase TNA NT CALE a eae eee ele 
erowing night. 
This classic image of a vampire is one that is 
recognisable to almost anyone alive today. It is a 


concept of vampires that has been popularised 

by writers such as Bram Stoker, and entered the 
cultural conscious to such a degree, that one does 
Ad se OP aes ne edd) ss eo 
to know what it is. Vampires are everywhete - 
they are the stars of books, TV shows, movies and 
DOs ace MD ome or OMRON e TA lorem ele EOT cm ole Came Tel 

to feast upon the living has entertained and 
fascinated humanity for years. However, vampires 
were not always characters to entertain and 
enthral, but in fact very real threats to the people 
who feared them. Before the characters and the 
ARDEA COEUR OR UNL SC Oe ee a) ce) ee 
terror drove people to unearth the dead, flee their 
homes and mutilate the bodies of their loved ones. 
sRere RVR en mii eA are Tete mea EBT 
alluring, but the origins of these beings are far 
more sinister. 





%, CO aD — 








Origins 


Melrose Abbey was oe rebuilt after 
| Tota a eee ik aCe te) 





Abbey 

This zombie priest 
returned at night to 
haunt the living 


Once a wealthy and prosperous monastery, 
Melrose Abbey is home to one of the 
creepiest vampire legends, certainly in 
Scotland. In 1129, there was a chaplain to 
one of the lacies who lived nearby, This 
chaplain was known to revel in a wide array 
of sins and vices, even earning himself the 
nickname “Hunderprest, meaning ‘dog 
pest’. He was given this title apparently 
due to his fondness for hunting with a pack 
of wild hounds. ft is believed that when 
the priest died, he paid for his sinful lite by 
being cursed to return as a revenant, or 
vampire. There were sightings of the pnest 
Stalking the streets, searching for blood and 
terrifying the locals. it was said he would 
return to the abbey in the dead of night in 
the form of a bat. The monks at the abbey 
were reportedly able to drive the vampire 
away with prayers and rituals; however, this 
simply drove the priest into the house of 
his old mistress, who he bothered for sex. 
Terrified, she called upon the help of the 
monks, hoping an exorcism would help. 

In order to finally md themselves of this 
sinful demon once and for all, an elder monk 
travelled to the priest's grave where he 
reportedly witnessed the man rise out of the 
Bround and approach him. The monk fought 
him off with a staff, and drove the phantom 
back inte the ground. Now confident he 
was dealing with a vampire, the monk and 
some companions opened up the grave the 
following morning. Inside they found the 
priest's body, a smile upon his lips, dripping 
with blood, The monks removed the badly, 
burned it to ashes, and scattered the ashes 
inte the wind. The monks were satisfied that 
the demon was dealt with and things began 
toa calm down. However, today it is said that 
on some nights ghostly howds can still be 
heard throughout the ruins of the abbey. 
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Although the word ‘vampire’ did net appear in 
the English language until 1734, the idea of bloodc!- 
sucking, energy-consuming beings has existed 


since ancient times. One of the earliest examples of 


bemes that resembled what we know as vampires 
today was from ancient Sumer and Babylonia in 

4000 BCE. The ekimmu were a kind of vengeful 
spirit of the recently deceased, returned from 


the dead to consume the life-force of | | te 


the living. 

Tales of creatures that return 
from the dead ta consume the 
blood of flesh of those still ahve 
appeal in an alarming number 
of cultures all around the world. 
Although the term ‘vampire’ was 
not used, these demons, strongly 
associated with the devil, can be 
linked with the modern-day vampire 
that drinks the blood of its victims. India had 
the vetalas, ghouls that inhabit corpses and the 
pisaca, the spirits of people who died in insanity. 
Persian history is littered with tales of blood 
drinking demons, Assyria told stories of Lilitu, who 
sustained her hunger with the blood of babies, and 
estries were female beings, able to change their 
shape to roam the night and seek out their victims. 

The Greco-Roman world flrther built on this 
idea of blood-drinking demons with Empusa, a 
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the mistake of 
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demonic child of the goddess Hecate who seduced 
men and feasted on their blood, a far more similar 
example to the vampires of pop culture today. The 
striges were described as feasting on children and 
adults ahke, and tool on the appearance of crows, 
an early example of the now-famous vampire link 
io animals. 

However, it wasn't until the medieval period 
that some of the most prominent myths 
and stories surrounding vampires as 
we know them today began. In the 
12th century, English historians 
Walter Map and William of 


of revenants, animated undead 
corpses to haunt the living. Unlike 
Vampires, reveriants were said to 
be in advanced states of decay, with 
fiery, red eyes, reeking of rotting flesh 
and dressed in bunal shrouds. Revenants were 
known to spread disease among the living and 
could only be defeated by decapitation, burning 
and removing the heart. Newbureh noted that 
stories of revenants were so common he wouldn't 
have the time to record every instance. In one of 
his accounts, a husband returned from the dead 
to visit his family and neighbours, becoming “a 
serious muisance” These noctumal visits are similar 
to later accounts of vampires, 


“These demons, strongly associated with the devil, can be linked 


with the modern- ‘ay vampire (hat drinks the ee all its victims 


re sexual aspect of vampires traditionally 
was Violent and non-consensual 
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A feature of Old Norse tales is that of the draugr, 
undead beings capable of bringing bodies back to 
lite. These shutfling beasts could be defeated with 
fire or dismemberment - a key feature of vampire 
legend. These draugr would also reside in their 
graves, and it was often said that a corpse of a 
mean or greedy person would become a drauer. 
However, similar to vampires, more draugr could be 
created via infection by another draugr. The means 
of preventing draugrs are also remarkably similar to 
later Means against vampires, such as placing iron 
scissors on their chest, or putting straw or twigs 
among the body. 

In the late 17th and 18th centuries, the vampire 
legends we know today really began to take form. 
These tales of vampire torment entered Germany 
and England where they were transformed, widely 
told and popularised. However, it was actually from 
Croatia that one of the earliest sishtings of vampire 
activity was recorded. 

In l6/2, panic swept through the small village 
of Kringa, as villagers witnessed a deceased man, 
Jure Grande, return from the dead, Apparently Jure 
had been dead for 16 years before his ‘resurrection’ 
He was reported to be hounding the villagers, 
knocking on doors around the village. The houses 


on which he knocked would experience a death in 
the following days. He was also reported to have 
consumed blood and sexually harassed his widow. 
When his grave was unearthed, the villagers found 
the corpse inside, perfectly preserved. The classic 
Vampire-defeating technique was employed - to 
drive a stake through his chest, but it simply 
bounced off With no other option, one of the 
Villagers decapitated him. This act apparently 
awakened the ‘vampire’ who screamed, and then 
was never heard from again. Today, Jure Grando is 
beheved to be the first person ever described using 
the term ‘vampire’ in historical records. If there 
truly 1s a Vampire grand master, Grando would 
wear that crown. 

If there was ever a time and place for vampire 
sightings, it was Eastern Europe in the 18th 
century. A vampire frenzy swept over the 
continent, and digging up graves and staking the 
corpses within became a frequent activity, This 
frenzy was not contained to just an eccentric few; 
In fact, even government officials joined in the 
hunt. [t is interesting to note that this vampire 
frenzy occurred during the Age of Enlightenment, a 
period when science and fact was being promoted 
as opposed to fiction and myth, an era when most 
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folklore legends were being disproved or quietenec, 
but vampire sightings were on the rise, anc mass 
hysteria surrounding them soon followed, East 7 
Prussia experienced an outbreak of vampire attacks 
in 1721, and these attacks rapidly spread to nearby 
localities. Some of the most famous early vampire 
cases originated from this era, and the first to be 
officially recorded were that of Petar Blagojevich 
anc Sava Savanovic from Serbia. 

Blagojevich was a Serbian peasant who had 
died in 1725. His death was apparently followed 
by a senes of similar deaths - nine over the space 
of eight days. These victims would reportedly 
claim that they had been attacked by Blagojevich, 
Common in varnpire stories, Blagojevich’s wife also 
claimed she had been visited by her husband, It 
was reported that he had asked his son for food 
anc upon refusing, the son was found dead the 
next day with his blood drained. The villagers 
were so alarmed by this tale thar they feared the 
entire community would be killed, and threatened 
to abandon the village if nothing was done. The 
body was opened by officials and found to be 
undecomposed, with hair and nails growing and 
with blood in the mouth. The body was staked 
through the heart by the terrified inhabitants, 
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When a village was terrorised by a suspected vampire, these were 
the key characteristics they knew to look out for 


Undecomposed corpse 

Dee eee ie ane peat ene e mer ah 8 eg 
pee ease ele ena alee deme ee eco 
vampires were actually plump, showed few 
ct P Me me cme ag eet ese es colt 
eee] p CM BLOT [Cem te Mme ee ee) mo 
However, far from the alluring, smartly dressed 
vampires of popular fiction, folklore vampires 
were a hideous site to behold on a dark night. A 
gt eT (00)-eate|eN ev ee Meme a) ale 
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When watching for a varnpire, you may be 

looking for bats, a5 the animal most strongly 
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Grave-dwellers 


Although coffins are still associated with 

vampires today, a true vampire resides not 
eT Reese ele ae tek el 
ip ee ee Dig eee mt mcg ees 
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L sik oF 
a vs a ie ‘e 


: i ane fo : E 





Eee PRR 8g ieee EEE srt ee 
pat sha gis yet pene La ee v es oct Lt c , we ew ng is water 


A common mistake when identifying a true 
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the day. However, this aversion or weakness 


ete naples me ee] ers [ee 
characteristic of vampires until Nosferatu in 1922. 
eee (aes |S aMAe e iceeet 
for vampires, $0 seeing one during the day isn't a 
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at their most dangerous. 
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Sensitivity to items 
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item used to ward off evil, Classically, vampires 
Were averse to garlic but also a branch of a 
wild rose, a hawthorn plant, and even mustard 
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The origins of vampires 


Killing a vampire with a stake through the heart 
has remained a popular method into modern times 


eRe 
deadly curse 

How one man brought the 
curse of a vampire with 
him to a small village 


Another Serbian vampire case that became infamous 
due to the authorities confirming the existence of 
vampires was that of Arnold Paole, Paole was a 
eet M Me een me cf =t cae ie 
Tel CMe ears |e ee ehh 
been plagued by a vampire, but cured himself 

eee eCTOL bale Meme Sma) 8 eee cae |e 
UNM) eee eo ee 
and broke his neck, dying instantly, Approximately a 
aLSN AAC nel FeO CoM bL =n) wl Mee nate 
pe eee a eg ee ee mele tnd 


grave if they were believed to have a high 
chance of turing into a vampire 
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villagers are said to have been fed Sets memes (CO SCare children. To the people died. After remembering that Paole had claimed 


heside themselves with fear. ' [tekeielaie | SOL 1eone ; , in these (often-rural) villages, TM Eamets ee meee a Bag eel) (9) 








Whether it really was Blagojevich tosoo it Te s)aals W they were a very real threat, one erally oe SMe Cos) a 
not. something hac stricke: q Pete Mie F that drove-them to earal ae Dt dae Eg ee eget a 
OF Re eae LS ae eee »  avamipire y et ee ee Ry with fresh blood flowing from the cavities, Nails had 
terror into the villagers, and the = - unthinkable lengths, such as digeing fallen off his body, but grown again, along with his 
Widely published report contributed to ___ up and mutilating corpses to stop them ee BLED en me abel sn Dae clas 

the vampire craze gripping the continent. being terrorised. Ore Bee a 
Serhans tt t f VambDite [ Wii tis suecenmanine Rarabearie driven through his heart. This action apparently 
‘the mos MoUs ¥ eto come fic = ovearoroanine fear of wa po ; ; 
Perhaps me N es aIMOus Valplre (Oo Come ae NVIEAT si eVeLBIOWWE lear a VaAlIplres, a caused him to emit a shriek, and a groan. After this, 
serbia was Sava Savanovic, who was said to reside mythos of belief soon bloomed and blossomed. eer eat a aT ees eee ar ata tek ap et esters [fae Male 
within an old watermill, and would kill and drink ‘The terror surrounding these beings was so elise aA Aaa aaa asa aa 
the blood of the millers who came to water their ereat that an array of causes were believed to be ar SLED are Cee Me Cee bee | 
; | a 
grain. Although Petar may have been the first Involved in the creation of a vampire, rangine 


Vatnpire recorded, Savanovie was undoubtedly the from the hornfying to the Bizarre. It was believed 

first to become a kind of pop-culture icon, featured that varnpires could be created if the deceased 

in books and even horror films. was once a werewoll (which involved an entirely 
These tales of vampire activity travelled quickly different myth), if babies were bor with teeth, or 

across the continent, particularly due to how well- even if bodies had a cat jump on them before being 

documented they were. Government officials were burned. A bat flying over a corpse was beheved 





Involved in the hunting of the vampires, wrote to be another cause. Just being the seventh son 

case reports, and even published bools that were of a seventh son could doom you, and so could 

quickly consumed throughout Europe. Once the Tetlecting a dead body in a mirror, or even simply 

continent was eripped by vampire fever, it didn't having ted hair. However, one of the most common 

let go, with the 'l8th-Century Vampire Controversy’ — beliefs surrounding vampires was that they were People in 18th-century 
raging for an entire generation. In 18th-century somehow immoral in their life. Examples of these only hee Sense ks 
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t 3 being an illegitimate child of illegitimate 
parents, someone who had been 
excommunicated from the Church, suicidal 
death, and especially those buried improperly. 
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Surprisingly, the popular vampire creation method 
today, that of a bite, was rarely spoken of in 
European folklore at the time. 

The fear of vampires was so ingrained that 
cultural practices were developed and employed 
to stop the newly dead transforming inte the 
beasts. The most popular method was burying a 
corpse upside down, but objects connected to the 
earth such as scythes or sickles used in farming 
were also placed near the grave. Apparently these 
‘ would satisfy the demons inhabiting the bodies, 
ee ee pee wai tate | | | preventing therm from breaking out of their graves. 
victims was rarely spoken of in Ancient belief in the undead feasting on the Another distraction technique employed was to 


AUCH een OM eI CTO CN ee ieee TV TeM THOT eee eee nee ee aa 
_ ta - : spread poppy seeds or sand on the ground by the 
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Large stones could also be placed on graves 
to prevent the undead escaping, such as this 
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“Vampire transformation was not always immediate... a victim 
COUld De allacked by a Vampire and Waste away over days” 


orave, which would keep the vampire occupied 
with counting the grains all m¢ht. Supposedly 
this fed on the belief that vampires suffered from 
arithmomania, an obsessive need to count the 
objects surrounding them, A more direct method 
from stopping the dead roaming among the living 
was to sever the tendons at the knees. 

A corpse that was believed to be a vampire 
was described as not decomposing, and generally 
looked as he/she did in hfe. Another sure sign 
of a Vampire stalking a neighbourhood was an 
increased rate of death, not just humans but 
cattle, sheep and even domestic pets. Vampire 
transformation was not always immediate, but 
instead a victim could be attacked by a vampire 
and waste away over a period of days or weeks. In 


some folklore, it was believed that vampires were 
capable of poltergeist-like activity such as throwing 
stones, moving objects or pressing dawn on people 
as they slept. A common feature that appeared 
time and time again in vampire reports was that 
the vampire would visit their spouse, sometimes 
to kill them, and in some legends the vampire 
would engage in sexual activity, which could even 
lead to pregnancy. The resulting child, rather than 
being a vampire themselves was believed to have 
the power to slay vampires. This belief provided a 
rather convenient reason why widows, expected to 
remain celibate, could become pregnant. 

The belief in vampires was so widespread 
across the world, with differing cultures and 
societies all having different but similar tales of 


The origins of vampires 


these supernatural beings that experts have been 
areuing for decades over what the true origins and 
reasons behind this hysteria were, The theories are 
wide and differing, but all demonstrate just how 
integrated into society these tears had become. 

One explanation for the widespread belief in 
Valmpires was that it was a way for people from 
the pre-industrialised era to explain the process 
of death and decomposition. One of the most 
commen traits with the tales of folklore vampires 
15 the lack of decomposition after death. However, 
the rate of decomposition 1s reliant on a large 
number of factors including temperature and even 
soil composition, Also, although it may seem that 
hair and fingernails continue to grow after death, 
another vampire calling card, this is actually a 
kind of optical illusion due to the skin of the body 
shrinking, exposing nails and skin previously 
hidden, Another key trait of traditional vampires 
was the swollen, bloated body, and the blood that 
was often described as oozing fram the mouth. 
These are also all forms of decomposition. Corpses 
are known to swell with gas after death, and the 
pressure from this can force blood out of the 
mouth and nose. This process creates the plump 
or ‘ruddy’ complexion often described in vampire 
folklore, There is even evidence that bodies can 
‘gToar’ after death due to gas passing through vocal 
cords, undoubtedly highly alarming to 1&th-century 
etavediggers, but a natural part of the bocly's 
decomposition process. 

Amore chilling explanation for belief in 
vampires was that, due to limited medical 
knowledge at the time, people were actually being 
buned alive. This would explain the accounts of 
noises being heard from graves, and the scratches 
found on the lids of coffins, which people put 
down to vampires trying to escape their tombs. 

It is possible that during their attermpted escape, 
people would bash their noses or heads and cause 
bleeding. leading to the belief that the inhabitant 
had been ‘feeding. Another very straightforward 
and likely explanation to the recently disturbed and 
disordered burial sites 1s grave Tobbing, which was 
a somewhat common practice for the era. 

A standout common event in instances of mass 
Vampire hystena was clusters of unexplained, 
usually sudden and mysterious deaths. It is 
theorised that these deaths, which were attributed 
to Vampires, were actually due to contagious 
diseases. Some of the most famous vampire cases, 
including Blagojevich, involved a community 
plagued by what seemed to be an unstoppable 
lalling force that did not kul suddenly, but often 
slowly and painfully, draining the life out of the 
Victims. This was most likely not a varnpire attack, 
but the result of an outbreak of tuberculosis, a 
chronic infectious disease that causes the victim 





















Rusildy complexion 

Clad in linen shroud 
‘Bloated, terrifying corpses 
“Reflection can be seer 

| YP eaves behind a corpse when Killed 
Toes not need kumar blood to survive 
Victim must be bitten and die to become a vampire 

Can turn into wolves, dogs, cats byt not usually hats 
Powers weakened during the day, byt not lalled by sunlight 
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sightings. Often spread by bats and 


wolves, both these animals have strong 
= associations to vampires 
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“fae Vampires as we know them today stand in stark contrast > 
f} to the terrors that plagued real villages and people - 


o SFule complexion 
° Clad in kigh-collar cloak 
° (Alluring, seductive, young appearance 
> No reflection visibie 
o Stine to dust when Killed 
Curvives on human blood 
Creates another vampire via bite 
> SIrongly associated with turning into a bat 
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> Does not cast shaders 


to cough up blood and undergo extreme weight 
SS loss, as If the person 1s being dramed. With the 
disease easily spread through the air, and usually 
killing about 50 per cent of sufferers left untreated, 
it is easy to see why this ravaging disease could 
cause mass hysteria. As tuberculosis also has 
symptoms of fever and toxaemia (blood poisoning), 
it is entirely possible that tales of vampires would 
Influence the victim's subconscious and produce 
terrifying visions of monsters in the night. 

== Another disease that has been linked to vampire 
sightings is rabies. This viral disease is often spread 
by wolves and bats, two animals with strong links 
to vampires. The aversion to garlic also associated 
with vampires can be linked to rabies, which 
causes hypersensitivity. The disease is known 

to. directly affect portions of the brain, tuming 

a Tational person violent, excitable, even highly 
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sexual, [It can also affect normal sleeping patterns, 
leading to the nocturnal aspect associated with 
Vampires. Rabies can compel people to bite others, 
and cause bloody frothing at the mouth. This 
disease is brutal - killing almost all who become 
infected with it. Interestingly enough, there is a 
= historical legend that once infected with rabies, a 
person would be unable to lool at their reflection 
an obvious allusion to the similar vampire legend 
that the beings have no reflection. Whether rabies 
18 the central cause for the vampire frenzy is up 
for debate, but it is easy to see how this horrible 
disease could add gravitas to the folklore tales of 





The origins of vampires 


Polidori (pictured here} was 
Lord Byron's doctor 
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fiction concerning Vampires in English 


Vampires, which were gaining speed and popularity the popular image of a vampire Victorian era were being ravaged 


at the time. that began to develop was an Koala ea ot by contagious diseases like 

As often happens in folklore, tales of vampires aristocratic man of great age and pa tc| Cael SIbIBLsgUrelGen eI p tuberculosis and syphilis, and 
began to permeate into fiction. John Policori’s intelligence, who was irresistibly demonic entities the concept that Stoker developed, 
The Vampyre was the first full work of fiction attractive, The vampires of fiction that vampirism was a contagious 


conceming vampires in English. Interestingly were given powers never attributed to , disease of demonic possession with 
enough, Pohidon was Lord Byron's doctor, and the vampires who stalked the 1&th-century Its undertones of sex, blood and death, was 
based his vampire on the stylish British nobleman, Villages, such as telepathy and mind control, one that much of the population could empathise 
This may have been the catalyst for turning these The idea of a vampire being harmed by sunlight with. Vampires were still subjects of fear, monsters 
grim monsters of folklore into a more romantic, was also an entirely new concept that seemed that had to be defeated, but there was a fascination 
seductive being. to develop with vampire fiction, being absent in with the beings and the unfortunate burdens they 
The differences between the ‘real’ vampires earlier vainpie novels, found themselves saddled with due to little fault of 
from folklore, and the depictions of vampires that The most influential vampire novel of all time, their own. The vampire of folklore. who returmed 
emerged in literature and, later, Hollywood, were Oracwia by Bram Stoker, worked much in the to kall, rape and terrorise, had heen teplaced by an 
significant. Whereas folklore vampires were usually way the tales of folklore vampires did, by striking articulate, intelligent and almost tragic figure. It 
simple peasants who had recently passed away, a chord with people of the era. People in the was this terrifying but intriguing character that was 


picked up on and developed across other works 


“Interestingly enough, Polidori was Lord Byron's doctor, and aa 
based his vampire on the stylish British nobleman’ — 




















vampire 


How science can explain the phenomena that made 


people believe in the undead 


egends of beings that defied death and 
preyed on the living date back to ancient 
times. Many early civilisations featured 
Vampiric creatures in their lore, such as the 
child-eating démon Lamia of ancient Greek 
mythology and the life-sucking edimmu ghosts 
of Mesopotamian legend, The belief in vampires 
became particularly common in the folklore of 
medieval Europe and persisted for hundreds of 


ands, sunligh 


The classic vampires of legend have prominent 








fangs to pierce their victims necks, are nocturnal 


and have pale skin due to their aversion to sunlight. 


They can also be warded off with garlic, Thanks to 
medical advances, these days we know of several 
conditions that could actually explain some of 
these features. Porphyrias are a group of conditions 
that may have contributed to the vampire myth. 
One type, called congenital erythropoetic 
porphyria (CEP), causes a toxic buildup of lizht- 
activated molecules in the skin. When sufferers are 
exposed to sunlight, these toxins can eat away at 
the skin, damaging the gum tissue to make teeth 
look longer and fang-like. As well as Sun sensitivity, 


20 


Words by Jackie Snowden 


years, the superstitions often resurfacing during 
outhreaks of plague and other illnesses. 

But as our scientific understanding improved, 
the mysteries at the root of these beliefs were 
aradually unravelled. 

Large fangs, hypersensitivity to sunlight and 
blood around the mouth could all be explained by 
then-unknown diseases and the natural process of 
decay after death. 





and garlic 


porphyria can also make people hypersensitive to 
food high in sulphur, like garlic. Similar symptoms 
can be experienced by those suffering from rabies, 
a deadly virus that can be transmitted to humans 
if bitten by an infected animal Rabid people can 
develop insomnia, become increasingly aggressive - 
even trying to bite other people - and demonstrate 
an aversion to strong stimuli, melding bnght light 
and strong smells such as garlic. The diagnosis 

of rabies also hts the familiar depiction of male 
Vampires pursuing female victims. The condition is 
seven times more common in men than in women 
and can cause an increased libido by affecting the 
body's limbic system. 





“The belief became common 
in the folklore of medieval 
Europe, the superstitions often 
resuriacing during outbreaks of 
plague and other illnesses” 
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even cause blistering 
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ping blood 


In times when people were wary of vampires, the illness was understood, people blamed these 
occasionally corpses were dug up to check they mysterious deaths on supermatural forces. The 
were still dead. Their fears were exacerbated when New England "Varnpire Panic’ in the early 1800s, 
bodies were found to have blood oozing from the for example, was a TB outbreak that affected entire 
nose and mouth, giving the impression they'd been families. The deaths were blamed on the first 
feasting off the living. In reality, what looked like victim of the family somehow feeding off their 
blood was actually ‘purge fluid’, the result of the surviving relatives from beyond the erave. When 


natural decay process as the internal organs start to they exhumed bodies to try and prevent what 
break down. Symptoms of disease also contnbuted they assumed was vampinic activity, their wornes 


to the blood-sucking myth. Tuberculosis (TB) is a were (mustakenly) ‘confirmed by the fact that 
bacterial infection that primarily alfects the lungs tuberculosis victims would often be found with 
and causes sufferers to cough up blood. Before their mouths full of blood. 


Reports of fingernail 
ae ee 
inside of re-opened 
coffins suggest that 
premature burials 
were not unheard of 


happen. Posthoning a sickle around the 





Mange and Movie mania 


In the 1990s, stores of a mystenous creature livestock victims and alleged chupacabra bodies. 
feeding on the blood of livestock started to emerge DNA analysis of the ‘chupacabras’ revealed they 

In Puerto Rico, US. Locals called the culprit the were coyotes, dogs or even raccoons that suffered 
chupacabra (poat eater’), describing it as a beast from mange, which causes itching, hair loss, 
with long claws and spikes along its spine, Its inflammation and gauntness, all of which add up 
victims would be found with vampire-like puncture to amonsterlike appearance. It's also not unusual 
marks on their necks and no sign of other injuries. for dogs and other canines to kill prey with a bite 
The tale of the chupacabra soon spread across Latin tothe neck and not eat them. Interestingly, the 
Ametica and the southern U5, but by the 2000s first sighting of a chupacabra came not long after 


witnesses’ descriptions became far less alien. ‘The the ahen horror lm Species was released in 
creature was said to be hairless and canine. Puerto Rico. 
Investigator Benjarnin Radford, a research fellow for In Ractford’s interviews, he discovered that the 


the Committee for Skeptical Inquiry, set out to find first witness had watched the film sometime before 
the truth. Over five years, he interviewed witnesses her sighting, making it likely that the initial reports 
and collected evidence, including specimens of were the product of an overactive imagination. 








Fear of the dead rising again meant that the 
living would sometimes take some rather 
Macabre precautions to ensure this didnt 


through the chest, or slicing its knee tendons 
were just some of the methods used during 
burials to make sure the dead couldn't escape. and the breathing and heart rate slows 

This belief that the ceacd might not stay 
that way was likely influenced by horrifying 





















German physician Robert 

Koch won the 1905 Nobel Prize 

for discovering that TB was 
Ute eee le 
tuberculosis bacteria in 1882 : 


cases of people being buried alive. Poor 
medical knowledge meant that victims could 
be mistakenly declared dead and buned 
prematurely, only to regain consciousness 


body's neck in the cothn, stabbing the corpse when it was too late. 


For example, people with catalepsy can 
have seizures in which the body goes stiff 


dramatically, which could easily lead to a false 
diagnosis of death. 


A fox cub with sarcoptic 
mange, which is caused 
aU ATC Ae ged | 


the skin 
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Identifying a vampire was half the battle, but how would you protect 
yourself from and even kill these elusive creatures? 






































Words by Edoardo Albert 
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l © he roots of the modern vampire, and were traditionally regarded as male) particularly dangerous work. If you wanted it done, and done 
| 1 indeed its very name, come from suited to hunting down and lalling vampires, well, you would need to be prepared to pay the 
Southeastern Europe. It was here that the In particular, a dhampir had most of the dhampir his price. There are records of dhampirs 
fear of the vampire was strongest and strengths of a Vampire without its weaknesses. into the second half of the 20th century. After 
lingered longest. It was from here that Being a champion of the heht, a dhampir was that, they enter silence. 
the word itself derives, via the German Vampir, not afflicted by tehgious objects, nor was he Identifying a vampire in Southeastern Europe 
from the Serbian word ‘vampir’ affected by sunlight, giving rise to the other Was 1o mean feat. If someone appeared to be 
50 it is among the peoples of Southeastern name for a dhampir: daywalker. ao A. am wasting away, particularly if there was 
Europe that the greatest experience of hunting Traditionally, dhampirs were said Qo oh evidence of bite marks on the throat 
7 : of a  : - 
vampires is to be found. In the Ballans, the tobe of pale complexion with J 


> © breast, and you saw disturbed 
| 


surest vampire hunters were the dhampir, dark hair, usually worn long, / i, earth or mysterious mists at 

the progeny of a union between a vampire and they had superhuman A acemetery or surrounding a 
and a human being. Usually, the father of a strength and flexibility. \ lonely and deserted house, then 
dhampir was a male vampire, his mother a Given the abihty that _ F you may have had a vampire 
human fermale whom the vampire desired but some of the more powerlul % , | visitation. This would require 
did not wish to turn. The product of such an Vampires had to transform ¥ further investigation. If the 
unnatural union was blessed, or cursed, with themselves into other creatures, vt a suspect had taken to hosting late- 


a number of abilities that made him (dhampirs or even fo pass unseen, one of the ee = night soirées to which all the most 
most useful abilities of a dhampir was beautiful women of the area were invited, 


to be able to see a vampire even when it tried toa then suspicions were aroused - particularly i 

conceal itself under the cloaks of invisibility or you had not received an invitation yourself, He 

another form. 50 the first thing someone would probably suspected you were a vampire hunter | 
do if they suspected vampires had taken up and did not want to invite you into his house. / 
residence in the local area would be to contact Vampires harboured a secret belief that the same 

a dhampir. They were, after all, born for the laws of hospitality that precluded them entering 

job. However, Vampire hunting was difficult, a house to which they had not been invited 


“Vampire hunting was difficult, dangerous work. If you 
* Wanted it done, and done well, you Would need to be 
prepared to pay the dhampir his price” 
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would stop you entering their lair 
uninvited. The best way to disabuse 


purple in colour. 
As such, they closely 
resembled reanimated corpses. 
since these vampires were usually found 


them of this notion was by driving a 
stake through their undead hearts. This was the 





classic vampire of developed Balkan folklore, wearing their grave shroud, with long 

the Dracula iteration that has fascinated the fingernails ingrained with earth as a result 
world since Bram Stoker wrote up as fiction of scrabbling their way up out of the ground, 
7 


In older folklore, Vampires were hideous, bloated creatures, 
often a livid purple in colour. As such, they closely resembled 
reanimated corpses” 


his a@fount of an encounter with Vampire identification as one of the undead was rarely 
Wamobility. But many vampires were not nearly eVer af Issue. 
so glamorous, and definitely would not have Most authorities agree that a vampire had 
offered you a selection of canapes to return to its coffin during the day Older 


before biting. In alder folklore, vampires, who were interred before the use 
Vampires were hideous, of coffins became widespread, had greater 


bloated creatures, latitude with regard to their daytime sleeping 
often a livid attangements, needing only to have with them 


Key clues that would indicate whethet the 
person next to you Was really a varnpire 





§ Only cones out at nignl 

2. Pale skit 

3, Dark hair 

4. Abnormally long cantintes/ fangs 

5. Red or black eyes 

6. Long, sharp fingernats (with dirt yadernectit 
ff they dig out of their lait) 

> Pad breath (a diet of blood plays havoc wit 
gastrointestinal flora, as does being dead) 

8, Cipertuman strengttt 

7 CLiusual stealth and agility 

10. Poor appetite (apart from very rare meat) 

it. Hates the smell of gat lic 


12. Frvoidls misrors | ae “ye. Agar. 
13. A fondness jor dark clotites and crushed velvet ) aa 
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How to kill a vampire 


The undead might not be alive, but they 
can still be killed 
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The key item in the vampire hunter's toolbox 
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oreferably carved from ash or hawthorn, of 
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the centre of its being, and a stake driven 
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vampire completely. - : - jh a ii fl flames long enough to kill it, since fire was not as 
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of a vampire: the severed head of a vampire 
was sometimes burned rather than being buried 
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According ta most authorities, vampires were > & ee 
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direct sunlight by breaking windows, opening 
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destruction. It was best to ensure that any escape . eri ANI 
route was cut off to them by mining it with an item Bn 
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the body, or between its legs, was another effective 
methed of ensuring the undead stayed properly 
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nightwalkers, so care needed to be exercised when 
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oreferred implements: a saw would allow the vampire to 
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To ensure a potential vampire did not rise to join the ranks 
UM Ce RM Te ste iM cl ec 
needles tranmsfixing its heart, and with other pieces of metal 
RLM Sea emt eee eet LeeLee eam ean lg 
eee a ms) oe eer ee ee a 
body would help ensure it did not rise. Hawthorn stakes 
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a small amount of their native soil. In certain Vampire might have been necessary. If there 
cases, this could have enabled a vampire to lead was evidence that the vampire was resting 


retuimed, sated, from its night's 
feasting, and then kill it while it 
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a nomadic existence, as he had only to spread during the day in a prave, then the boy and slept. While this may not appear 
his sail to make his bed, but it did provide horse test may have been employed to ascertain particularly honourable, all the 
3 another avenue for vampire identification: did which grave, For this, a boy under ten was authonhes afirm that honour was 
i the suspected vampire carry bags of soil in his required, who should have been both a virgin satished by killing a vampire, 
pockets? If so, he or she could be disposed of by = and able to ride, for he should be mounted upon | there was no requirement to 
engaging a skilled pickpocket. Without its native a similarly virginal stallion, preferably black give ita fighting chance. Indeed, 
soil to rest upon, this variety of vampire would in colour, The horse and his boy would have since Many Vampires were significantly 
expire. It was also worth watching to see if the been directed to wander around the graveyard faster, stronger and more agile than a non- 
suspected vampire answered the door in the aimlessly. When you saw the horse shy away Vampire, with psychic powers that may 
evening while brushing over its clothes, Native from a grave, then you would have located your have included mind control and physical 
! sou tended to stick to the nch fabrics that the Vampire. To make sure, you would have looked transformation, it was generally agreed that 
more aristocratic vampires favoured (velvet was for disturbances in the earth, holes or footsteps the more you could stack the cards in your 
a tum favourite, despite being prone to picking leading away fromm the prave. favour, the better your chances. In this, you 
up soil). The safest and surest way to kill a varmpire would be aided by the remarkable soundness 
On many occasions, however, it was apparent was to identify its lair, wait there until it of vampiric sleep: they slept the sleep of 


that 7 yampire h ac taken lp residence 1f] ail led 


| cattle and sheep were wasting away. reltves 1 HOrSe and his boy would have been directed to wander 


or fiends were shutting themselves away - 


puritwasnetearwho tharvarorevas.  @FOUNA the graveyard aimlessly. When you saw the horse shy 
ice. aWay {rom a grave, then you would have located your vampire’ 
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Hunting vampires was difficult, lonely work. Here are some things that 
would protect a vampire hunter when they needed to unwind, eat or sleep 


Eucharist Crucifix 

Catholic and Orthodox Although we live in more secular 

Christians believe the bread times, vampires did not. A crucifix has 

consecrated during Mass a representation of Chnist’s crucified 

becomes the body of Christ. body on it and was more effective 
than a simple, plain cross, although 
an improvised cross could sometimes 
prove effective in extremis. It was 
better to carry a crucifix and to wear 
a rosary, which had a crucifix at the 
end, as a necklace. Best of all was 

to have both crucifix and rosary 


Vampires agreed. A consecrated 
host would burn a vampire, or 
hold it confined in its coffin. 
Trick a vampire into consuming 
the Eucharistic bread anc it 
would most likely be destroyed, 
so not only did it provide 


warding but it could be used as blessed by a priest before going out 





a Weapon. 


Vallipire hunting. 
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Garlic | Holy water 
It makes dinner taste better and | Holy water 1s what Catholic and Orthodox Christians call 
warded off vampires: garlic was the 4 a Sacramental: a materia! substance - in this case water - that has 
ultimate super food. Belief in the 
















» been blessed. Holy water was used during 
apotropaic powers of garlic 1s very i =, baptism, and vampires could not 

| abide it. In some cases, holy wate 
sprayed onte a vampire burnt its skin. 
Clothing soaked in holy water also 
repelled vampires, but it 
needed to be soaked 


anew once the water 


ancient, having its foundation in the 
use of garlic in traditional medicine. 
AS a ward, garlic was effective against 
Vampires, demons and werewolves. If 
people feared an attack, they would 
hang garlic in windows and over 


doors, rub garlic oil in fireplaces and had evaporated or 


J 
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keyholes, anc wear a string of garlic as 
a necklace, 


its effective warding 
. 





power would fade. 


Mirrors 


Vampires were creatures without a soul. 


Invitations 

Vampires should never have been 
As such, they left no image on film, nor invited into the home. This was 
were they reflected in mirrors. Thus a 
number of mirrors situated to reflect 
doors and windows provided warning 
that a vampire was attempting to 
enter the house, Some authorities 
believe Vampires might have been 
repelled fram entering a house by 


crucial. Most authorities agree 
that a Vampire could not entet 

a private house or dwelling 
unless it was invited in by the 
inhabitants. While this would not 
protect people in public places 

or dwellings - aToom at an inn, 
the sight of mirrors, so a protective which was a public house, would probably not provide any 
condon of reflective surfaces may defence against vampires - a careful examination of the bona 
have served as a further line of 
defence against the undead, 


fides of any visitor to your own horne would have helped to 
ensure it remained a sanctuary against the hunger of the undead. 
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death, so would not be woken by the sound 
of men shovelling the earth off their grave or 
crowbars prising the lid from their sarcophagus. 
When you uncovered a vampire in its resting 
place, then you had to dispatch it immediately 
There may have been times when a vampire 
hunter encountered a vampire when it was 
awake. If it was aware of the hunter's identity, 
then the most prudent course of action would be 
to retreat, lest the hunter become the hunted. To 
Bain sufficient time to effect a.rétreat, the hunter 
would try scattering a handful of salt or seeds in 
front of the pursuing vampire, Some vampires 
had OCD tendencies and, seeing objects spread 
out before them, felt compelled to count every 
grain before continuing their pursuit. However, 
Vampires had extraordinarily sharp vision and 
were preternaturally quick - such a diversion 
would likely have only gained you a minute or 
two, This time could have been used to cross 
Tunning water, Many vampires shied away from 
flawing water and found it difficult to cross, If 
it could, a vampire hunter would take refuge 
on consecrated ground - very few vampires 
could enter a church, Having made their retreat, 





the hunter would observe the vampire as it 
left, to see whether it was going back to feed or 
returning to its lair, and waited for the sun to rise 
so that they could return to the hunt. 

When hunting non-European vampires, 
Aftican, Amencan or Asian vampires were not 
all restricted to the night. For instance, the 


— ae 


a fiery manifestation. The soucouyant by day 
passed as a wrinkled old woman. But at night, it 
stripped off its old skin, stored it in a mortar, and 
took flight as a fireball, searching for the living 
to feed on. As fire, the soucouyant could enter 
easily into houses, where she ted from the arms 
or lees of her victim. However, a soucouyant 


‘A soucouyant Was prone to obsessive counting — spread rice 
al her house and she would have to collect every grain’ 


asanbosam was a West Affican vampire with 
Iron teeth and iron hooks for hands and feet. It 
Toosted in trees, dropping from the branches to 
feed on unwary travellers below. If you suspected 
you were facing an asanbosam, a metal detector 
would provide early warning of its presence, so 
long as the vampire hunter remembered to wave 
it above himself rather than sweeping it over 

the ground. The adze of Togo and Ghana was a 
Vampire that could transform into a firefly. Care 
therefore needed to be exercised near sparks 

one might have been a vampire firefly Another 
vampire, from the Americas this time, also had 


Was Darticularly prone to obsessive countine - 
spread Tice at her house or at a crossroads and 
she would have to collect every grain, While 
the soucouyant was counting rice, the vampire 
hunter could find her discarded skin and fill it 
with salt so that she wouldn't be able to put it 
back on again when she was done counting the 
rice, Another vampire variant from the Americas 
was La Patasola. She appeared to males ina 
beautiful guise, lunng them into the forest. But 
once she had the man alone, La Patasola shifted 
back to her true shape: one legged, with a single 
breast and curved fangs, and fed. Despite only 
Te eCRenti mens uc ed eee le 
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Would-be vampire hunters searching online today will easily find vampire- 
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certainly look the part, being made from polished rosewood and normally 
containing a mallet, stakes, a percussion pistol, vials of holy water and a 
crucifix (although the supplied stakes are generally too short to be useful) So 
should the apprentice vampire hunter buy one of these lats, thinking he or she 
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followed the 193] film Dracula. However, one of these kits would provide many 
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advise you to prepare a number of longer stakes (and beware: the percussion 
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Pe illustration from Hindu tale Vikrar 
and the ed (1870) shows King ‘ 
Vikram catching the baci ind aii his all 


having one leg, La Patasola could move swiftly 
and silently through the forests that were her 
natural home and which she protec 


Coming from Southeast Asia, there cen 
of vampires that could detac h thei heads trom 
their bodes, sending these off in search of victims 
like blood-seeking missiles. In Malaysia, they 
were called Penanggalan and in the Philippines — 
Bat ever aes iL. To protect yourself against [lying 
leads See! King blood, people would tie thorny 
arches to windows and doors, These vampires, 
who passed the daylight hours as beautiful 
women, didnt like getting thei hair Manes in 
the thorns, so they would pass on to less thomy i 
pastures. As a vampire hunter, you entitd dispose 
of one of these vampires by finding its detached: 
body and filling it with glass. A more witty and re 
less lethal setnod of stopping these vampires 
was to turn the waiting body round. When the 
head returned, it would reattach itself without 
stopping to check if the body had been moved. i 

® | Thus, the vampire would be revealed as the y 
cei aeee | Wotan with her head on backwards. 
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Peet rte oM Cortona mers ae aS a a As a Vampire hunter, you would face all 
; eee ett i 
err manner of such creatures. It was arduous, 


dangerous and demanding work. 
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From classical myth to horror-film fiend, how vampire-like creatures of 
legend became the ghoulish fiends we know today 


Words by Dee Dee Chainey 





hile vampire-like creatures have existed 
for thousands of years, the one we know 
and love today originated in Southeast 





Europe. Centunes later, vampire folk- 
tales-turned-legend have become a 
modern-day phenomena, with books, films and TV 
shows picking up tales to thrill and chill audiences 
across the globe. 

A l?th-century tome, he Glory of the Duchy of 
Carniola, written by a Slovenian travel writer, is 
thought to be the first written document about 

fampires, and recounts the tale of the man who is 
possibly the first person to have been described as 
a Vampire, or strigoi: Jure Grando. Jure lived in the 
small town of Kringa in modern-day Croatia. Dying 
of illness in 1656, he menaced the region for 16 
years after his death, rising up each night to knock 
on doors; anyone who opened the door would die 
soon after. He terrorised his widow by regularly 
appearing at her window smiling, forcing her to 
perform her marital duties. 

Soon the townsfolk had hac enough, and a group 
banded together with the local priest to exhume 
Jure’s body, only to find him perfectly preserved 
and smiling. They repeatedly tried to stake him 


through the heart with a hawthorn branch, 

but each attempt failed. Finally, they realised 
decapitation was the answer. It's said that as the 
saw touched his throat, he gave a piercing scream, 
and blood pushed from his dead flesh. Finally, 
peace returned to Istria once more. Today, Kringa’s 
inhabitants are making the most of the local 
legend, with a vampire-themed bar, souvenirs and 
apartments for tourists to stay in while they trace 
the history of the legend. 

Vampire beliefs are similar throughout most of 
the Slavic regions, yet marked differences do occur. 
In eastern areas, particularly in the north, vampires 
do not drink blood, while Ukrainian vampires 
can still be alive, rather than the revenants we 
might expect. In the southern regions, becoming 
a Yalnpire is a gradual process, akin to the 
development of Voldemort in Harry Petter. They 
hegin as a mere shadow, unseen by the human eye, 
only gaining substance and developing a human 
form by taking lives and drinking blood. In Baltic 
regions, VaINpires are said to lust alter women 
Virgins in particular in Bulgaria. 

There are many ways to become a vampire in 
Slavic countries, including being excommunicated 


of living a sinful life. Some signs appear as soon 
as a baby tales its first breath; sure traits are if a 
child is born with teeth, a caul or even a tail, Social 
taboos often heget vampires. For instance, the 
kruvmik of Russia is created when an individual is 
not mourned sufficiently, if burial practices were 
not carried out properly, or if the person was killed 
or committed suicide - a widespread belief across 
many regions. Strangely, if accepted and loved by 
its partner in life for three years after it returns, 
this creature can become human once more and 
shed its monstrous form. This type of vampire can 
only be killed by beheading, and the severed head 
should be placed between its legs when reburied, 
and its hands and feet removed. 

The Bulgarian vapir is also created if burial rites 
are not carried oul properly - for example, if the 
corpse is not washed after death. The list of crimes 
that lead to becoming a vapir after death is long, 
and includes drunkards, thieves and witches. Only 
a Vampire hunter can kill this creature, by either 
bottling it, or by driving a stake through its heart. 

The jedogonja is a vampire from Serbia that 
spreads disease. It is covered in hair, has red 
eyes, and feeds on the blood of livestock as well 
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We see the precursors 

of modern vampires in 
Ancient Greek myth, with 
Vampiric traits in three 
hellish monsters 


The Empusae were daughters of Hecate. Both 
demonic and seductive, they would devour travellers 
and lie with a man until they had sucked every last 
drop of his vital force. It is said that they had the 
buttocks and thighs of asses, and brass slippers like 
Hecate herself. Or one leg of an ass and the other 
of brass, because the ass symbolises debauchery 
and brutality. They were thought to have originated 
in Palestine as the hellish daughters of the Lilith, 
Hecate's Jewish equivalent. Some say they also took 
the form of dogs or cows. 

Lamia was a Similar creature, Originally the ruler 
of Libya, anda love and battle goddess, she was the 
lover of Zeus, who bestowed the gift of allowing 
her to remove her eyes at will. She suffered the 
fate of having all of her children except one (the 
fearsome Scylla) jealously killed by Hera. In her pain, 
Lamia was transformed into a hideous creature, and 
would prey on the children of others. As she did, 
her face transformed into a nightmarish mask. Like 
the Empusae, she was later also said to lasciviously 
seduce men and suck their blood as they dreamed. 
Over time, Lamia evolved into a type of monster, 
and the only way to ward off such a monster was to 
hurl insults at it, resulting in it hiding and beginning 
to screech. 

Continuing the bird-related theme, the striges 
were said to be huge, blood-drinking birds who fill 
the marshes of Hades with their terrible screams. 
With huge heads, sharp claws, and transfixed owl- 
like eyes, these birds originally hung upside down 
at night, with a screech that presaged warfare and 
death. They later became monsters that would 
kidnap and disembowel children. 
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as acquaintances from life. One way to identify 

a jedogonja is to lead a horse or ox across a 
praveyard, as they will refuse to walk over the 
crave of any such creature. In more southerm areas, 
the grave of a revenant 1s marked out when crows 
avoid flying near It. 

In Poland, the word lupi means both woll and 
vampire. Another term for both is ‘vudkolak’, 
which translates to ‘wolf's hair’, and it's 
said that anyone who was a werewolf 
in life will become a revenant after 
death, changing into its werewolf 
form to hunt during a full 
moon. However, a bird flying 
over the corpse can also create 
a Vudkolak. To avoid this, the 
family will keep vigil over a body 
to watch over their loved one. 
Meanwhile, in Serbia the vukodlak 
is similar, but will take the form of a 
bloated human with reddish skin and a blood- 
soaked mouth 

The link between werewolves and vampires 
is common. In the 18th century, plague was rife 
across the Slavic countries, and folk tales told 
how it was spread by the undead who had been 
werewolves when living. As late as the 19th 
century, neighbours burned each other alive on 
the charges of being vampires during a choleta 
epideruc in the east. 

In related lore, Greece has more types of 
Vampires than anywhere else in the world, with 
a history stretching right back to antiquity. Most 
Greek vampires are wodead, being a person who 
Was excommunicated or led a very sinful life. Until 
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During 
the Inquisition, 
more than 30,000 
people were bummed 
as werewolves, to 
stop them rising as 
Vampires after 
death 





recently, the Greeks believed in the barabarlakos or 
vrykolakas, a terrifying reanimated human corpse, 
looking much as it did in life, yet with its skin 
drawn tight across its body. Some say this creature 
swells after feeding, becoming bloated with human 
blood, Redheads are said to be prime contenders 
for being this type of creature. 
While the vrykolakas does drink blood, it’s 
much better known for its other vampire- 
Bm like traits: its body does not succumb 
to decay, and this pristine corpse 
rose from the grave at night to 
L roam, leaving the soil appearing 
completely untouched. The 
— vT¥kolakas then knocks on 
doors and calls out the names 
of the unfortunate occupants - a 
favourite pastime of Jure Grando, 
the first vampire of Croatia, showing 
how widespread these beliefs became. 
Whoever 1s careless enough to answer their 
door after the first knock 1s sure to die within a few 
days and become undead themselves. However, 
that is unless they suffered another possible fate: 
being immediately pushed to the floor, with the 
vrykolakas crushing their chest until they were 
dead and he could drain the blood from their body. 
Rest assured, if you wait for a second knock, the 
creature will move on to the next house, hence the 
Greek tradition of never answering the doorbell 
first time. This is also the possible origin of the 
belief that vampires can only enter a house if 
invited over the threshold. 
Unlike other vampires, even the sight of this 
foul creature can cause immediate death. Similar 








In Bulgaria, Vampires 
are seductive creatures 
who lust after virgins 





to the dreaded mare of German legend, they also 
wait until nightfall, when they creep into bedrooms 
and sit heavily on a victim's chest until the sleeper 
takes one final breath and succumbs to the weight 
of this nightmarish fiend. 

It's quite easy to become a vrykolakas, and while 
they aré most often created after living a sinful life, 
being buried in unconsecrated ground or being 
excommunicated from the Church, the fateful 
deed could be something as innocent as eating 
lamb killed by a wolf or werewoll, beme murdered, 
or having a cat jump over your corpse. The only 
way to overcome this type of creature 1s to corner 
it while it’s resting in its grave, and burn it until it 
turns to ashes entirely. 

While there are many recent tales, the legends 
of vampire-like creatures stretch back over many 
millennia. It was common for people to be buried 
upside down, while flexed bodies were weighed 
down with stones as early as the Neolithic, 
presumably to stop loved ones rising from their 
eraves as Tevenants. The aurol Was a vampiric ghost 
of Ancient Greece, cursed to roam the Earth if a 
person died before their allotted time. The spirit 
could be enslaved using the right spell, and its 
magic harnessed to do the bidding of whoever had 
power over tt. However, there was one caveat - this 
magic would only last until the tme of the soul's 
fated time of death. 

Conversely, the erinnye had hair of snakes and 
fiery eyes, solely killing murderers who deserved 
suich a death, but only after driving them to 
mardiness. Controlled by the Fates, the ker was said 






Legendary bloodsuckers and walking corpses 


Kringa today, the Croatian home of 
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to be a female spirit who had escaped her funeral 
jar, again only draining the blood of those who 
deserve tt, as well as the dying on the battleneld. 
She would let out chiling shneks before dragging 
her victims off by their feet to Hades, and the gods 
woud toarn the battlehelds to Keep them at Bay. 

The keres appear in Homer's Mad as goddesses 
- or fates - of death, similar to harpies. Homer 
describes a ‘baleful ker’ in his description of the 
Shield of Heracles, 

Said to have large wings, claws and fangs, 
their clothing 15 often soaked with blood. 
Anthesteria was a festival dedicated to Dionysus 
at the beginning of spring, which had elements 
of a festival of the dead, where the keres were 
also honoured to appease them and stop their 
attacks. Tar would be painted on door frames to 
keep this creature at bay - acting like vampiric fly- 
paper, the fiend would become stuck and unable 
to escape. 

Vampues ate a relatively modern creature, with 
a history dating back only a few centuries, yet the 
fear of blood-sucking creatures that steal the very 
life-essence of man can be traced back millennia, 
and they appear even in our earliest legends. 

From their roots in classical and Near Eastern 
myth, tales of vampires have grown in the dark 
villages of the Slovene hills, and crept into the 
Imaginations like the mists that roll across the 
bleak plains from Belarus to Russia, pervading the 
nightmares of children and adults alike, as each 
watches, waiting fearful, for the knock-knecking to 
come at their own door deep in the night. 
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Have you heard of the bell-ringing fiends of Germany? How about 
the Romanian witches who cast out their souls at night to drink the 
blood of their victims? 


Words by Dee Dee Chainey 





oth Romania and Germany have a long 
history of vampires, but while they have a 
tomidly intertwined telationship through 
history, their vampire traditions differ 





dramatically. The creature takes many 
nefarious forms in both countries, yet the most 
infamous is Bram Stoker's Dracula, who many 
believe is inspired by Vlad the Impaler. 

But this tale is only the culmination of a bounty 
of folk tales surrounding the dreaded beast, handed 
from generation to generation; a body of legends 
that has been ireparably changed by German 
film and fiction, The origins of the Dracula-style 
Vampire, and its claim to a long history in Rornania, 
are hazy - the nosferatu are thought to be just one 
of the popular types, and it is in fact said by many 
that the strigoi are the most famous, with the moroi 
secondary to these, 

There are a number of types of vampire in 
Romania, and all types would meet at night with 
witches and wizards to plan the mischief and 
havoc they would wreak on mankind that evening. 
Almost anyone could become one through no fault 
of their own - particularly women. [n fact, it was so 
commonplace that a saying developed in the region 


[hat vampires were once almost a5 NUMerous as 
‘blades of grass’ 

It seems from Romanian folklore that strigoi and 
mora could mean both living and dead vampires, 
yet this varies from one tale to the next. For many, 
strigoi means only a reanimated corpse, like the 
Greek vrykolaka. Others say it can be used to mean 
a witch or wizard who sends out their soul at night 
to do harm. Some say moroi are always living 
Vampires, and are either the offspring of a nosferat 
vampire - of indeed of two strigoi - bor with a 
wild mop of hair that they keep for their entire 
lives, or inversely completely bald males. 

The motoaica are their more common female 
counterparts, who strangely possess two hearts, 
Wild red hair, pale blue eyes and dry patches of red 
skin on their faces. This type of vampire doesn't 
always drink blood, but does drain the life-force 
fram anyone unlucky enough to be its victim, and 
is skilled in magic and the black arts, After death, 
they too become strigoi, destined to mse each might 
[rom the crave for eternity. The strigoi are thought 
to be the most common vampire - the reanimated 
corpses of the dead who roam the land every night 
except Saturdays, when they rest in their graves. 
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Vampires around the w 


Vampires are most likely to appear around Saint 
Andrew's Eve and Christmastide in Romania, with 
Easter and Pentecost following close behind. In 
Romanian burial tradition, every grave was opened 
years after death - seven years for the elderly, five 
for youths and three for children - to see if the 
corpse had indeed transformed into the undead, 
before being ceremonially washed in both water 
and wine, They would be reburied if only bones 
remained, as this meant that the soul had gone on 
to everlasting life in Heaven, There is a belief that 


the soul does not leave the body until 40 days after 


death, or even later than this; and until it leaves, 
the body woll be preserved and not decay 

Like other Slavic varnpires, the undead in 
Romania can appear red and swollen alter feeding, 
with talon-like fingernails, often sitting up in their 
crave and foully resisting being put out of their 
misery with force, One foot will sometimes be 
awkwardly jammed up in the corner of the grave, 
as a sign of their foul nature. In this region, too, 
horses will not pass over the burial place of these 
revennant fiends, and ganders behave similarly, 

Strangely, the creatures should be 
staked through the bellybutton as 
well as the heart - or the heart itself 
can be removed and either burnt 
or boiled. While the standard 
methods of vampire dispatch 
apply, here they can also have 
forks inserted through their eyes, 
heart and chest, and be reburied 
facing into the earth - a sure-fire 
way to end their devilish wanderings. 

Here, it was believed that anyone 
predestined to become a revenant had special 
powers while still alive because of if. Foremost 
was the ability to cast their spint from their body 
at night and go off to cavort with witches and the 
undead, often at crossroads, places where neither 
dogs bark nor cuckoos sing, in churchyards, derelict 
houses, or in the midst of the darkest forests. The 


The vampiric grandmother of Amarasti 


Releasing a mother's spirit from her fate as a vampire who murdered her own kin 









[In 1801, 
the bishop of Siges 
petitioned Wallachia’s 
ruler to forbid the people 
from exhuming 
supposed 
Vampires 









strigoi could also be a witch who could cast her 
soul out to drink the blood of humans or animals, 
which they would bite just above the heart or, 
strangely, nght between the eyes. Able to take 

on the power of animals, they would leave their 
houses through the chimney, returning ragged and 
dirty the following morning. The soul would often 
take the form of a fly, or shape-shift into 
a different animal form at will. They 
also had the power to call up the 


milk, or even drain a neighbour's 
cow by enchanting their heifer 
to release the mille of their 
neighbour's herd when muked. 
Living strigoi would, of course, 
remain revenant strigoi after their 


from the blood of the living - including 
their own relatives. Once they had fed on their 
kin, they would next ball local residents and their 
animals. Only then would the creature be able to 
move to another country, regaining their humanity 
to Marry and sire progeny, who would too become 
Vampires atter their death. In some areas it was 
believed that after death, vampire spirits would 


oon, 


rain, as well as dry a mother of her 
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bade their children to drink as a 
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the body entirely and buried the 
ashes. No more of their children 
died and it seems their mother's 
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va whl 
he incamated as death’s-head hawkmoths, made 
infamous from their connection with the haunting 
film Sience of the Lambs (1991). Traclitionally, 
people followed the custom of impaling these poor 
creatures on a pinhead and fixing them to a wall to 
contain them 

Unlike in other countries, where being born 
with a caul is lucky, being born with a piece of 
membrane covering or attached ta the head in 
Romania is a sure sign of being a vampire that will 
lead to transforming within six weeks of death, as 
is having an extra appendage like a tail or wayward 
nipple, being a particularly hairy baby or being 
born prematurely or outside of marmmage. If an 
Individual knew that they fell into one of these 
categories, they would usually leave instructions 
that their body should be treated with suspicion 
after death and the appropriate measures taken. 
Suicides should be immediately exhumed after 
burial and the necessary rituals undertaken. 

Again, in the UK being a seventh child is a good 
omen, but in Romania means you could be a 
Vampire - if, of course, your siblings were all boys 
or all girls. The most random way of becoming a 
Vampire in this region surely has to be if a black 
Cat jumps in front of a pregnant woman, if she 
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chew on its burial 
shroud after death 


refuses to eat salt, or if she catches sight of another 
Vampire during her term - then the baby will also 
be a Vampire. 

The pricolici are shape-shifting vampires that 
often have a wolf-like form in their natural state, 
and are sometimes born 
with tails - the source of 
their power. Also called 
tricolici or triccelitch, 
they are similar to the 
Slavic vukudlak and can appear 
as a dog or pig, They are said to 
be unbaptised children - a common 
behet - yet also created at the death of 
anyone who burns a porndge spoon on 
purpose, or sweeps dust from the door 
into the setting sun. You have been 
warned. This type can be easily linked 
to the German werewolf, the prikolitsch. 

Vampire-like creatures in Germany are 
particularly malevolent. While alps are incubi that 
drink human blood during sleep, nachzehrer are 
more simister by far. Being undead, they are more 
they drain the living to 
survive, yet are said DY some to never leave their 


like traditional vampires 


araves holding their thumb, with one eye open, 
obviously a favourite pastime for an idle, interred 
nachzehrer just looking to pass the time. Indeed, 









ic td ne 
eee 


incarnated as death's- 
head hawkmoths 





Shroud eaters and seduction 





they sit in their burtal place, gnawing at their 

burial shrouds - technically called ‘manducation’ 
and even devouring their own boclies. A 

horrific guzzling sound can be heard by anyone 

unwittingly passing by their grave as they chew. 

Rather than murderous rampages and a thirst for 
blood, this critter was famous for spreading disease 
and killing their family members, sometimes 
draining their energy through black magic - the 
Telative’s energy would deplete with each bite of its 
own body the nachzehrer took. Some say that once 
it had eaten itself, the creature would move on to 
killing its kin. Strangely, the cure for this creature 
was to disinter the body and then fill its mouth - 
with a coin, a stone, or even soil - so that it would 

be unable to chew, and 

slowly starve to death. 

Their heads can also be 
chopped off. 
While this may sound 
stranger than fiction, some 
convincing theories abound to 
explain how this legend emerged, 
including blaming scavengers for 
devouring the corpse, and that cleth 
can become worn when the corpse 
leaks purge fluid, blamed on the 
revenant enawing at its shroud. These 
too were able to shape-shilt, this time transforming 
into a bat or pig, which enabled them to roam 
around undetected, and even fly up te the church 
bell tower, The fiend would ring the sacted bell 
and anyone within hearing distance would 
mystenously succumb to death, 

Another type of German vampire, the upier 
amuses itself with a similar bell-ringing activity, but 
in this case it will shout out the names of unwitting 
community members, all of whom will, of course, 





yc al erm yen farm cele 
Veh Cee em 
most famous vampires 
ETM CGO ey enn 


Nosferatu: 
fact or fiction? 
The nosferat is one of the 
most famous vampires, but 
is this reputation justified? 


Oe ee) nea eee eee 
nosferatu did indeed exist in Romanian folklore as 
a type of incubus and a blood-sucking vampire. 
a MC MER OMe to eee 
mention in early Romanian folklore accounts, others 
have suggested it was a figure well-known by locals. 
It shot to fame with the 1922 German film 
ott M i ee ee lees 
The folkloric nosterat or nosferatu is an alluring 
revenant of either sex. The transformation into 
one of these creatures is strongly linked to being 
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often makes infertile, it rises from its burial place 
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When the sun sets 
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Mountains in Romania, 
monsters walk the land 


promptly die. If you are lucky enough to escape this 
deadly name-calling, watch out between midday 
and midnight as the ghoul roams the roads, looking 
for victims to impale on its barbed tonzue, in order 
to drain them of their blood, only to regureitate this 
into their cotfin later to take a sanguinary blood 
bath. To destroy this fiend, simply burn its body to 
ash. But be warned: it will explode into thousands 
of maggots, each of which must be recovered and 
squished, or else the dreaded upier will rise once 
more to life. 


43 











)K alberg —s..5 i seureges Fb dm tu (_ pa ot 57) 47 BS ‘ a 7 
| Meeterfa onf ff waldorf. " ~ As = eS 2 
. Vy 2 = G 
eee! BISTRICIA~ eats 
} sg) 2 Beftereat ie lee meer: soe. 
omy chor, ae. 
Hers GF . Si > OSTER 
| . Bajerftnf, ey _#sitaa aloes ae See AN > Ry 
























ee re Frio 
LAY DIOPOLIS, Kee 
== ¢ Clau 7° 


of Jy 






Ie Birbord — sy AND VOR DEM : WALD T™ 
= ae ai R 






wf an? SIBEMBVRGE BIOTYR E iw 
| 3) een 16 66: Nobh?. ate Doh i_  — 
BD lcs Sikes Ge | 


- F - 
es. _— s at DP & : 4 
—— — = : t hei Ie 


ea ; Mer rents. | Valli Hatzag vhi 
E22) oe gen a MER 





ie 


VANIER TERMINV 


a 
Scheer. “SED > Kili ase — 


~BVRLELAN Das, > 
uyci a. Ni ! ‘ et 


aA CORONA. STEPHANO? 
baths ) POLIS, Cron 


utes 
Bushey. sate. | 
ee na 
fs Dabmen. Adin 


hae joe ai 
nite ~ mre 
alte dy te te ; 

- nem vocab ie 
: . =" fa é cet ungartca = or 


i oh a fe Bee Sena ie | 
a am - cn ‘Sno 
he. tae wert} Becciel a5 
Sielmeotly isedan Elicar 
fiction, Bela Lugosi, the fir cE 5 ato 
pa BA) Mi iBlecia ie a um no oor 
iT no der I Za} EY ie 


olin chustas Shi Lith x i 
. = D g85) E $y — i. 





Vampires around the world 





The rugged UK is filled with chilling accounts of 
Medieval revenants and terrifying tales of shadowy 
ghouls that stalk the living through cemeteries at night 


Words by Dee Dee Chainey 
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hile the UK might not be the first place century with John Polidori's work The Varipyre 
that comes to mind when thinking initiated at the same infamous pet-together that 
about vampires, it has more than its fair launched Mary Shelley's Frankenstem - the UK's 
share of individual vampire stories. The vampiric history goes as far back as the Middle 
United Kingdom has contributed greatly Ages, with historians detailing gruesome tales 
to literary vampire traditions - let’s not forget that of revenants in l2th-century Latin manuscripts. 
Bram Stoker's Dracula himself, while hailing trom These recount halt-forgotten snippets passed down 
Transylvania, was shipwrecked im Yorkshire, thus from the Anglo-Saxons about the dead rising from 
making Whitby the dark, mysterious town that it their graves to walk the earth at the Devil's whim. 
is renowned for today, with its spooky abbey anc Most of our accounts come directly from just a 
regular goth festival. few sources, mainly from two l2th-century men: 


While the first piece of vampire fiction didn’t hit Walter Map, who wrote De Nues Cunalium (Trifles 
the British public until the beginning of the 19th of Courtiers), and William of Newburgh 
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The Vampire of 
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Whether fact or fiction, 
the tale of this creature 
is more than enough to 
cause nightmares 
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story first appeared in the 1890s, yet many suggest it 
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Croglin Grange. Locking the latch with fear, she crawled 
into bed, only to soon awaken to a fearful sight: the 
burning red eyes of a towering figure glaring through 
the window at her. 
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petrified with fright as the creature grabbed her by 
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scream alerted her brothers, who knocked down the 
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their sister's wound, and try to save her life. 
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only to find a disturbed crypt, Inside, each coffin was 
smashed and filled with gnawed bones - all except 
one. When opened, the very same fiend lay inside, 


wounds. The group took the corpse outside and burnt 
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Vampires around the world 


William of Newburgh gives us accounts of 
nightmarish revenants roaming after death and 
causing devilish mischief. The first of these 
was 1n Buckingham, tehably recounted by the 
archdeacon of the region. A man’s body was placed 
in the family sepulchre on the eve of Ascension 
Day But the next meht he appeared in his wite's 
bedchamber and - like the sinister vrykolakas of 
Greek legend - lay upon her, crushing the very 
breath out of her body. The fiend returned and 
inflicted the same cruelty the following eve, 

In terror, on the third ment, the wife surrounded 
herself with people as she lay in her bed, waiting 
for her vile husband to reappear - which, of course. 
he dic. But he fled at the shouts of the onlookers 
and instead crept into the silent homes of his 
brethren on the same road, They too followed 
the same practice of surrounding themselves 
with people to watch over them, and again, the 
villainous revenant fled into the might. This time, 
he was left only to trouble the pets and animals of 
the fields, which went wild at the sight of him. 

Soon, the townsfolk had taken their fill of this 
mischief and decided that every house should 
keep watch each night. Finally, they turned to the 
Chureh for guidance and the bishop of Lincoln was 
petitioned for advice, The bishop, being astonished 
but not unfamiliar with such accounts in Britain, 
recognised that previous cases showed the man's 
body must be burned, yet considered this indecent. 
He decreed that the body should be inspected 
and then the tomb tightly sealed with the bishop's 
letter placed on his chest. This was done, and while 
the man’s body was found lying fully intact as the 
day he had been buried, once the letter had been 


placed upon him the foul creature roamed no more. 


A similar account was given in Berwick, 
when a rich man was buried but 


di 
compelled by Satan to leave A 
: # 
the confines of his grave each 4 
night, pursued by barking dogs i ‘pr 


wherever he went, until he | 
returned to his deathly home 
once more before daybreak, The 4 
locals were so terrified that they 
shuttered themselves inside each 
niht. After ardent investigations, on 
it Was decided that something must be 

done for fear of the corpse spreading a pestilence 
among the living. Ten strong men were tasked 
with exhuming the man, dismembering the 

body and feeding itinte the fire to end this curse 
on the town - as indeed the fiend himself had 
recommended to anyone unfortunate enough to 
meet him in his wanderings. Yet while this demon 
Was Never seen again, a plague like never before 
raged through the populace, claiming them as his 
Victims from beyond the grave. 
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Whitby Abbey's spooky atmosphere, 
with rolling mists and swooping bats, 
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Many other stories of the undead can be found 
In Britain. The tale of the Alnwick Castle vampire 
tells of a depraved Yorkshireman who fell from a 
roof at the shock of seeing his wife in the arms of 
another man. The local priest knew he'd led a sinful 
life, and begged him to contess his sins before 
death, but to no avail = the man died unshriven. 

He soon returned from his grave, spreacling disease 
throughout the local area, and wherever he went a 
foul stench followed that pervaded all. The town's 
dogs would hewl all meht as he hattered upon door 


= SS 


ee = after door, and people cowered inside ftom 


” dusk until dawn broke and safety of 
» daylight returned. 
i, Finally, a local priest gathered 
A a eroup together to decide what 
should be done, but two rogue 
| boys decided to take matters 
" into their own hands, When 


7 , they unearthed the body, it was 








it df swollen red with puffed-out cheeks, 
_ai engorged with the blood of its victims. 
Reports say that warm blood flowed from 

it when stabbed with a shovel, so they knew once 
and for all that the creature had indeed been 
drinking blood on its nightmarish rampage. Like in 
many similar stories, after cremating the body to 
dust on a pyre, the corpse walked no more and the 
plague subsided. 

Revenants are fairly common on the borders 
of Scotland. A scandalous priest was said to have 
returned as a revenant at Melrose Abbey in the Ith 
century. In life, he was famous for riding out on 





Pree er te 
be able to transform into a bat 


the hunt with a pack of dogs, and so he was given 
the nickname Hunderprest, meaning ‘dog priest: 
In death, he was cursed to drink human blood and 
Was even sald to transform into a bat in classic 
Vampire style. All was well with the Hunderprest 
thoroughly enjoying his sanguine japes - that was 
until he started lusting after his former paramour. 
The monks decided that enough was enough. One 
night, they lay in wait at his burial place, striking 
the fiend down with an axe. They then burned his 
body. Unhke with other vampires, the ghost of the 
villainous Hunderprest 18 said to shill haunt Melrose 
Abbey today. 

Walter Map's Léth-century text was translated 
from the original Latin by the infamous ghost-story 
writer MR James, who added his own particular 
flair for the morbid and uncanny to the text in a 
series of extensive notes that would keep the most 


straight-laced people watching for shadows at night. 


Much of Montague Summer's work was also based 
on these earlier texts. 

It seems that early on, varipires were known 
to cavert in groups along with other creatures, In 
one account from North Ledbury during the 11th 
century, Edric Wilde, a soldier, peeked through a 
window to see a group of otherworldly women, 
who reminded him of troops of demons, vampires 
and dryads - well known at the time for frolicking 
at might in the company of the goddess Dictinna or 
Diana. Indeed, folklore tells that anyone who sees 
such demons like these cavorting is doomed to 
die. The soldier immediately fell in love with one 
of the women, despite his worries. He later married 


Medieval menace or literary fiend? 





one of them, only for her to disappear afterwards. 
The tale is told as a warning against such succubi. 
In another tale, a man buries his wife, onhy to later 
find her revelling with a troop of dancers. The 
woOlan goes on to bear more children with him 
alter her death, all of whom were known as the 
sons of the dead woman - leaving no doubt of her 
unearthly existence. 

The Latin term ‘sanguisuga’ is often used for 
such creatures, meaning ‘leech’ or ‘blood-sucker’. 
While not all of these demons are said to drink 
blood, some accounts say that they notonously shit 
the throats of babies, and they share many traits 
with other European varnpires - for instance that 
their cadavers do not decay, the need to destroy the 
bodies to finally stop them rising from the grave, 
and also the fact that they can cause pestilence. 

In Scotland, some have suggested that the 
baobhan sith should be considered to fall under the 
Valpire category, These are lithe young women, 
often dressed in green robes that hide the feet as 
they actually have the hooves of a deer, which 
alludes to the hulder of Scandinavian legend. They 
are known to entice victims into their dances and 
seduce them before drinking blood from their 
necks. These creatures can also shape-shift to take 
the form of a crow or raven. 

While the UK does not have the wealth of 
Vampire lore of many other countnes, there are 
enough early tales of the hends to suggest that 
they were indeed known within these isles, and 
still very much feared just as much as their Eastern 
European counterparts. 





eee CET CR eae = 
Ce eae ew Teme eg ; 


The infamous 
irae ae 
Vammvire 
A modern menace, this 
fiend shot to the top of the 
UK's undead A-list in 1969 
Rpm Melee peter amd em ol mel 
Mame as Taree em ee ty 
blood - started to appear in Highgate Cemetery. 
5o00n, sightings of a tall, shadowy figure began to 
emerge. These accounts snowballed quickly, and 
easly ian ee el LP it 
p=] oe T= ie ee 
he struggled to find his way out of the burial ground. 
Re eee Rl ach sate en el cee 
ar )(0 CMe CO ete eee Ce ec Lg 
Ts a a 

PE eee eee ge a eR 
digeing up a number of graves. Heritage buffs and 
eli aUe LALOR cM MANGE eee ne 
Ma eat ie MSM Lasse Tee 
BIEL Ma eters ee ers ee 
be Jocked at night. So unlike other revenants, his 
body was neither burned nor decapitated. While the 
ana a eeetere Ve [ele ee ae ede 
Vampire still be lurking, winding his way through 
WAR TORO) 10 Nee sedge) Ome 
ame ey 


a 


Ly 


some reported the Highgate 
Vampire as a shadowy figure, while 
RMN Lee CU eee LW) e Lae ea 


Ag 











Vampires around the world 
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The vampires of India and the Far East are some of the 
most shocking creatures on the planet, drinking the 
blood of newborns and feasting on children 


Words by Dee Dee Chainey 





he vampires of legend in India and the Far 
East are more alin to the female vampires 
of Greek myth: wronged-women-turned- 
monstrous-fiend, set to wreak havoc on the 
populace in Tevenge. In contrast, Furopean 
Vampires take a very different form, conjuring 
images of seductive, shadowy gents, or bloated 
corpses that spread pestilence. Many of the fiends 
in Southeast Asia have tragic backstories, and we 
can't help being torn between disgust and a strange 
sympathy, transfixed by their gruesome tales and 
bloody deeds 
One of the most reminiscent of Greek tradition 
is the aswang of the Philippines, which comes in 
different types. A fernale vampire, the manduruga 
type, is beautiful and seductive in daylight hours, 
yet at night she grows wings, and her tongue 
becomes long and hollow, giving her the stomach- 


churning ability to suck unborn children from 
their mothers’ bodies. They are said to feast on 
innards, with the heart and liver being their 
favourite delicacy. Some stories describe them as 
black widows that gradually lall their husbands by 
driniaing blood trom their necles, mght after mght. 

In contrast, the mananangeal is similarly 
seductive but older, with the ability to split its body 
in half to enable it to soar about with the wings of 
a bat, sucking the blood of pregnant women with 
their tongues under cover of darkness. Anyone who 
eats cooked blood will turn into a mananangegal, 
and the creature notonously ticks people into just 
that fate. 

There 1s now actually an aswang festival in 
Roxas City just before Halloween each year, created 
to dispel the legend of the creatures, where people 
dress up and attend balls and parades. 
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This Chinese vampire is famous for being magically _ 
resurrected by a sorcerer and then hopping along behind 
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A terrifying depiction of a fanged 
rakshasa, ftom a stage production 
in Karnatala, India 


before feeding on their bodies. Like 
the Slavic revenants, the creature 
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They were filled with bloodlust, 


aNd as soon as they gained life 
(hey beqan chewing on the god, 
who cried out” 


Similar creatures also exist across other parts 
of Southeast Asia. In Cambodia, the ab or ap is a 
disembodied head that flies about at night. A living 
human during the day, through the night it seeks 
hearts, lungs and blood to gorge on, while some say 
it also feecls on faeces. In Malaysia and Indonesia, 
ine penangeal is a similar creature that [hes about 
with its stomach and éntrails dangling below the 
head, which flickers brightly like fireflies. It drips 
poisonous boclily fluids that will make anyone it 
touches break out into sores, 

These creatures can be young or old, but are 
often unfortunate women who have died in 
childbirth. While they can also be created with 
black magic, their favourite victims are pregnant 
mothers, women in labour and children - who they 
take great pleasure in killing. The only way to ward 
off the creature is to hang thistly plants around the 
door or roof to catch hold of the trailing innards as 
the demonic creature attempts to enter the house. 


The leyak trom Bali is a similar disembodied head, 


but it also has shape-shifting abilities, sometimes 
appearing as a tiger.a monkey with gold teeth, a 
giant, a rat or bird, or even a corpse candle. This 
type spreads plague like its European counterparts. 
Only a blood sacrifice can stop it 

The langsuir of Malay folklore is similar for some 
people, being a woman who died from childbirth 
- sometimes from shock at birthing a stillborn. 
she is described as a woman wearing preen with 
very long nails, black hair down to her feet, and 
very short - indeed only coming up to the waist 
of normal humans. That is unless she is caught 
drinking blood, at which her heacl will detach 
like the manananggal or ap. Her favoured meal 
1s the blood of a newborn hoy, sucling the blood 
from its neck. For others, however, this creature 15 
one of the most loathsome and nefarious of all in 
southeast Asia. 

It is a Vampiric creature conjured by a witch or 
wizard to do their bidding using black magic using 
the corpse of a relation, or even that of a stillborn 
baby. Their spirits are kept locked inside small 
bamboo boxes and often passed down through 
generations, bound to their masters as a familiar 
spirit. For sustenance, they can exist only on a diet 
of milk and epes, and if these things are not given 
in great supply, they will feast on the bodies of 
children, They can shape-shilt into animal form, 
and are called bajang if they are male 
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India certainly 
has its fair share 
of vampires, 
including those 
associated with 
pregnancy. 
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life, A shape-shifter, this hag is thought to be 
incredibly ugly, with feet that point backwards 
and a black tongue, yet they can take the form of a 
beautiful girl. In this guise, she seduces unwitting 
men, sucking away their hfe-force unhl they appear 
old and withered. Similarly, the chedipe can be a 
woman who died in childbirth or was a devadasis 
-a young eBirl dedicated to the gods and forced to 
become a temple prostitute - usually also after an 
unnatural death, 

These creatures magically unlock the doors of 
houses, which they enter fully unclothed. They 
then proceed to suck blood from the toes of 
the men of the house, along with their 
virility. They are likened to succubi 
in that they seduce the man of 
the house - a convenient excuse 
for infidelity - and often given 
as a reason for discord within 
the household. They infamously 
ride fgers under the moonlight, 
searching for prey, or can 
themselves shape-shilt into a tiger, 
yet with one of their legs remaining 
strangely human. There is, unfortunately, no 
record of their gait when taking this odd form. 

Many other types of vampire exist without 
the link to pregnancy, An ancient, mythical form 
of vampiric spirit, the rakshasa were demi-gods 
created from the breath of the god Brahma, They 
were filled with bloodlust, and as soon as they 
gained life they began chewing on the god, who 
cried out, causing Vishnu to banish the creatures to 
Earth for etemity. Adomed with claws and fangs, 
the rakshasa are seen as huge creatures with an 
insatiable need for human flesh, who drink human 
blood from skulls. The gruesome brahmaparusha 
also drinks from skulls and, more disturbinely, is 
said to have a hunger for brains, wearing intestines 
Wrapped around its head like a crown. 

Meanwhile, the baital (or vetala) is a creature 
first recorded in the Tibetan Book of the Dead and 
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Murderous mothers and infanticide 


early depictions show it as half hurnan and half bat, 


sanguinely drinking human blood from skull cups. 
It is known for reanimating corpses, and often 
hung upside down from trees in the jungle near 
praveyards. Legend tells that it requires sacrifices of 
human flesh, which it gleefully devours. 

One of the most famous collections of Indian 
Vampire tales set within a frame story is Baital 
Pachist, retold by Richard Francis Burton as Vikram 
and the Varnpire in 1870. Originally written in 
Sanskrit in the lth century, these 25 tales recount 
the older legend of King Vikram, who sets out 
to capture a baital and deliver it to a sorcerer, 
However, the task proves more difficult than 
anticipated, for each time he attempts to take the 
creature to the sorcerer, the demon tells a story 
and poses a riddle. If the king does not know the 
answer, the creature concedes to go with him. 
This presents the king with a conundrum, for the 
fiend says the king's head will burst if he knows 
an answer but refuses to give it, yet if he does 
answer correctly the baital will fly away each time. 
Finally, at the last tale, Vikram truly doesn't know 
the answer, and 1s able to capture the creature and 
deliver him to the sorcerer. 

But there is more to the tale; the creature tells 
Vikram that the sorcerer intends to sacrifice him 
to the gods by beheading him, in order to himself 
become the demon's master and have control 
aver him. The only way to avoid this 
temble plot is if Vikram first slays 
. the sorcerer, which he does. The 
Buardian deity Indra blesses hirn 
and he requests that the sorcerer 
be purified and resurrected, and 
| that the vampire can help him 
when needed, 

While vampires lurk in the 
darkest nights in both India and 
throughout the Far Kast in many 

forms, many of us might think twice before 
condemning them here. So many of these dreaded 
creatures are innocent victims of lifé themselves - 
young girls facing prostitution, mothers having died 
in childbirth, some from the shock of their own 
child being born lifeless. Now, after death, they are 
lumbered with an eternity of torment, wreaking 
havoc on the living at the whim of evil sorcerers, 
and hunted for being what nature and the tragedy 
of life has turned them into: monsters of the worst 
kind that prey on babes, sucking the unborn from 
their mother's wombs, cursed to drink the blood of 
the innocent forevermore, 








The rolang will rampage across the mountains, 
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Whether a zombie or 
Vampire, this sinister 
creature of the Himalayas 
is stranger than fiction 


In Tibet, the rolang ts a creature called up from the 
prave by a dugpa or ngapspa - a sorcerer or witch. 
Similar to the Malay bajang, it then follows every 
command of its master. While some consider 

this a zombie, it has similarities with European 
revenants: it's notorious for spreading pestilence, 
and is often someone who has led a sinful life - 
thus allowing a demonic spirit to take contral of 
the corpse. 

The tongue, black and protruding, is seen as 
the most powerful part of this creature, and it is 
highly coveted by sorcerers, who will raise the 
creature and try to take its tongue. Some say that 
if they fail to restrain it, the revenant will go on a 
murderous rampage, killing anyone it sees. In fact, 
anyone it touches will contract a deadly illness, 
Luckily, rolangs cannot bend at the waist, meaning 
that the low doorways of Tibetan houses offer 
some protection, 
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coldest temperatures 


“Their spirits are kept locked inside small bamboo boxes and often 
passed down through generations, bound to their masters” 
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From the New England Vampire Panic to the mysterious 
sorcerers of Mexico, the Americas are home to a myriad of 
vampires that come in the strangest forms 


ike in Asia, there 1s a history of vampires 
in the Americas that dates back centuries, 
with the earliest resernbling the vengeful 
srevenant mothers of the Far East. The Aztecs 
themselves believed in cihuateteo, the skeletal 
chosts of pregnant women who would return 
as succubi, seducing men and driving them to 
Insanity, and committing the worst crime: stealing 





children. In North America, vampire traditions 
are more akin to those of Europe, with elegant, 
seductive Varmpires rising fromm their graves to 
drink the blood of the living, spreading pestilence 
in their wake. 

Less than two centuries after terror swept across 
the American Northeast with the Salem witch 
tals, a new threat emerged: vampires. Pnor to 
what is now known as the New England Vampire 
Panic, a tuberculosis pandemic raged across the 
region, and was at its peak as the leading cause 
of death when vampire hysteria exploded in the 
1800s, accounting for nearly 25 per cent of deaths 
in the region. An explanation was needed. 
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Words by Dee Dee Chainey 
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A fitting reason was that vampires, like their 
European counterparts, were rising ftom the graves 
to spread this disease. One such town afflicted by 
the horror was Jewett City, Connecticut, where a 
historical vampire hunt took place in 1854 when 
locals began to dig up the remains of their kin as 
suspected vampires. To end this scourge. 
the townsfolk beheaded the corpses to 
stop them nsing as revenants, later 
reburying them. 

The most gruesome detail of 
these happenings, however, is 
that many of these corpses have 
since been exhumed from New 
England and the surrounding 
area, many with damaged nb 
bones. This evidence 1s the epitome 
of the macabre tales, as it shows how 
people dug around in the chest cavity of their 
dead to remove the hearts, which needed to be 
burned to kill the vampires once and for all, and 
leave their spirits in peace. 










Public 
teeta el eather 
ceremonies to halt 
Vampires were common 
eM (si itg hated ete le Bl 
the 18th and 19th 
Gaal abate 


One of the most famous tales from the 19th 
century was that of Mercy Brown. Mercy's 
family were farming folk in the small town of 
Exeter, Rhode Island. This tragic tale begins 
when tuberculosis hit the Brown family in the 
early 1880s. First to die was Mary, the mother of 
the family. She was soon followed by her 

. daughter, Mary Olive. Within ten years 
of when the tragedy first struck 
. the family, Mercy herself, and 
her brother Edwin, both caught 
the illness. In the January of 
1892, Mercy died at the age 
of just 19.4 couple of months 
later, in March of the same year, 
neighbours petinoned her father, 
George, to allow the bodies of his 
relatives to be exhumed, to be checked 

for signs of vampirism. Strane@e as this seems, 
it was a widespread belief that a vampire could 
inflict such illness. Neighbours hoped to find the 
source of the scourge on the family in time to 
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Vampires around the world 


“She will transform into a 
monstrous one-legged creature 
with a hoof, like the baobhan 
sith of Scotland. Set on 
devouring them, she feasts 
on their flesh’ 


Native American 
fi ' 

eli yi ta 

The fiends of the indigenous 

people of North America 

wander among the living, 

disguising their monstrous 

natures until night falls 


The Seminole of Oklahoma and Florida tell of the 
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is able to take the form of an owl. He appears as a 
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them. Soon, however, they enact their nefarious 


plan: they sneak into a family's house at night and 
Bait eee ee ee cee 

While some think that this creature isn't actually 
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a5 a bogeyman, the fearsome windigo has a 
lang history. This creature, also known as the ice 
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legend. Like some European and Asian vampires, 
they are humans who take on a monstrous form 
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erate ee bite om ape-shifting 
wizards from Mesoamerica who 
are said to sometimes drink blood 


save Edwin, whose condition had worsened to 

the extent that people were beginning to question 
whether a revenant was feeding on his life essence 
- yet the word ‘vampire’ itself was not actually 
used at the time. Neither father nor son attended 
the exhumations, and many have suggested that 
George did not believe in the folk superstition, 


but merely agreed to placate his friends, _— 


who were concerned about the illness y 
spreading to their own families. | 
Mercy was the only corpse to =f 


pose a question. Her body had 9 
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freezing winter temperatures, Brov pe 


so when exhumed it was found 7 


that blood was still stored in her ee sham nel 
heart - the only answer to this — 


was that she must be a vampire. In “= 
keeping with local practices and vampire 

remedies, the heart and liver were burned. The 
ashes were grven to Edwin to dnnk with water in 


hope that it might help stave off his illness, since 
It was bebeved that while the undead's heart still 
contains blood, any ill relative would continue 

to grow worse But it was to no avail: the boy 
died within just two months. The exhumation of 


Mercy’s body made international headlines, and 










the country looked on in horror, considering the 
practices inhumane and old-fashioned with no 
place in modem society. 

The legend of Mercy Brown the vampire has 
persisted to this day, and offerings are stil left at 
her grave, the stone covered in gratiii, even after 
being stolen and replaced several times. Her ghost 
Mee 15 Stil Said to haunt Exeter, and anyone 


. smelling the unmistakable scent of 


em OSes on a certain bridge in the 

a . town is said to have witnessed her 
E ¥ A spirit wandering restlessly, still 
eed waiting for peace to come to her. 
sis | While the tragic tales of 
tc} ' Mercy and her contemporanes 


a the are typical of North American 
: y undead, further down the 
— continent, Mesoamerncan vampires 
are very different in nature, They are, in 
fact, shape-shifting wizards, yet here they are 
not just inked with wolves but can also appear as 
domestic animals like cats or dogs, as well as the 
more exotic jaguars and pumas. It is interesting 
that owls and bats are also on this list, and we can 
think to the classical striges who are linked with 
owls, as well as the varnpiric bat-like fiends found 
across Europe and India. 





The nagual, which can be a brujo or wizard, 
transforms into an animal - often a wolf or jaguar 
- to spread disease, and enjoys other devilish 
pastimes like playing tricks, stealing food, and 
enchanting its enemies. However, it is debatable 
whether this creature actually drinks blood. Some 
think the region's folk religion has been heavily 
Influenced by European colonialist legends, 
particularly their vampire traditions, while others 
say shape-shifting creatures date back as far as the 
Olmec period. Whichever the case, the beliefs 
are still alive today, 

It's thought that each person's 
soul has an animal counterpart, x 
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so the idea of shape-shifting 

is not a strange one. Aztec 
nagualism even had a patron 
god, Tezcatlipoca, whose 

sacred animal was a jaguar. The 
teyollohcuani, which dates back to a 

at least 156] in central Mexico, 15 a _ 
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shape-shiiting bloodsucker known for 
preying on humans, with close similarities to 

the traditional image of a vampire. Although it is 
not an undead creature, the teyollohcuani without 
doubt feeds on human blood, with human hearts 
as its chosen delicacy. 

In contrast to the nagual, the teyollohcuani's 
favourite form to take 15 that of a bird, and stories 
tell itis a witch or wizard that fhes mto children's 
bedrooms under cover of darkness in the form of 
a turkey or Vulture, and sucks their blood until 
they breathe their last breath. Strangely, some of 
these blocxd-sucking creatures seem to do this for 
good rather than evil. One tale, from the Chinantec 
people of Oaxaca, relates how one wizard took on 
feline form to creep up to .a miscreant who had 
bewitched a sickly chent of his. The wizard sucked 
out some of the miscreant's blood and later cured 
the sick man by having him drink the same blood. 

South America has a rich history of vampires 
of a very different nature. The colo cole is a 
disgusting creature indeed, hailing from the 
Araucanian of Chile. Bom of a cockerel’s egg, the 
hend creeps up to a sleeper and drains him of 
all energy by slurping up his saliva, at which the 
victim can wake with a fever, never to recover. 
There are regional Mapuche variations, yet this 
monster often appears as a feathered rat, or a snake 
with a rat's heacl, and is thought to wail like a child. 
Some say that the ege is merely a snake's egg, 
hatched by a rooster, and not a cockerel’s egg at all. 

In contrast, the lobishomen of Brazil 1s more of a 
comic figure at only two inches tall and resembling 
a small monkey. However, on closer inspection 
one will see a fearsome hunchback with sallow 
skin and black teeth. Created with black magic, 
this creature can also shape-shift, yet is less deadly 
than its larger counterparts, preying on female 
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Plague carriers and ice cannibals 


victims and waiting for each to recover before 
feecing from them once more. However, its victims 
do suffer one unfortunate side effect in that they 
will become nymphomaniacs. 

‘The patasola of Columbia is another vampire 
that sheds an unfortunate light on women 
Like many of the seductive female vampires of 
Southeast Asia, this creature appears to men 
working in the forest. It lures them away from 
their companions by beckoning them to follow. 

When they are alone, she will transform 


= Taha, a monstrous one-legged creature 


& with a hoof, like the baobhan sith of 
7 » Scotland. Set on devouring them, 
, . she feasts on their flesh and 
ll er t licks up every drop of blood. 

a Sometimes seen as a nature 
spirit, she protects the forest from 





loggers and hunters and is thus 
blamed for men straying from the 
= , path and becoming lost. 
While North American vampire 
legends can be directly paralleled with their 
European counterparts, the fendish creatures of 
the land's indigencus population are unholy terrors 
with echoes of ancient gods and sacred magic that 
lurk deep in the mountains and forests, hunting 
down their prey like animals in the night. Rest 
easy, tonight, dear reader, for what we have learned 
here is this: the world is filled with insatiable 
Tevenants, with prowling shape-shifters, and the 
only truth 1s that they will come for you, wherever 
you might be. 

They will drink your blood slowly, eating your 
flesh, draining your life-force drop by drop, until 
you too lie cold in your own grave. 50 the only 
remaining question is whether you too will rise 
from death, with the feeling of insatiable hunger in 
your belly, and begin searching, aching, for just one 
drop of warm blood, to get you through this, the 
coldest of nights. 
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South Amerncan woodlands, waiting to drink the 
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The French 

, LF 
casket girls 
Virginal wives for colonialists 
or Vampire-smuggling 
murderers? Whichever is true. 
legends still linger around 
ae virtuous ioe eles 
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the casquette or casket girls - so called due to 
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from orphanages and convents in France to 

ahaa iar Sonate ainia ibd fae sa ai girls Were 
ee 

naa ibaa ‘that ai Petes eat ae Sy 
ULC P eee eee a eo ee ee 
In need of virtuous wives. 

But there is another version of this tale, steeped 
in legend: that these girls - who would have arrived 
pale and sickly after their crossing - were actually 
vampires. Others believed that they actually carried 
EOS cme eee PT 
to unleash these undead creatures on the New 
World as soon as they disembarked. Today, anyone 
from New Orleans who can trace their heritage back 
to one af these women beams with pride - whether 
they were vampires or not. 


The departure of the casket girls, 
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stealing ghosts with skeleton’'s faces 
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In Celtic folklore, the Dearg-Due were 
attractive female vampires who lured 
ges c\ re femme) Com da Mn 
Other vampires, like the baobhan 
STtg Aa 8) O]pr alc emg ema glLg 
hooved feet. They seduced men 
before drinking their blood. 
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Real-life vampires 











. sychopath or the saviour of Europe? 
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®™, omania's Medieval warlord is known by many 
names, all of them infamous. To some he is 
EO ceded AU DR etatl oe Mtl emetic) a 
DMEM Oe eM PIRES meme Cee (e] cd hme 
& Vlad the Impaler and even, most famously of 
Pal Pe esate ee eee nee me NA eee Rb) ele Oni N 
and preferred method of execution: skewering his 
victims on stakes and leaving their rotting remains 
COM Ie om dtm CeCe We NNO Ocoee ee ee 
served as a Warming to the Turks, and these terror 
tactics allegedly frightened away an invading 
Ottoman army. Vlad was willing to go to extreme 
lengths to keep the lands that had taken years to 
bring under his control, 

SNim IIE ECM lenlerl meee lem ene C Tem Cem Nene 
burn and disembowel his enemies - and yet he was 
Temembered by some as a national hero, an orthodox 
Christian who tried to stop the spread of Islam. It 
wasn't just the Turkish enemy that felt the wrath of 
mre Tee eee we nea ere eI 
ATG C OR Ge) NOT CTC ee Reet ee eM aCO ET eCAlnT ea ace) 
stealing, would be punished. As a test, Vlad placed 
Eee) e Seas e MTOM ON eel lms) meh ean tor Tire 
no one dared to steal it throughout his reign. wl 
His fascinating story offers a glimpse back to a 
time of conflict, when one man could be a devil to 
some and a saviour to others. 









Vlad the Impaler 
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Religion: Christianity 
Bee re Oa 
TULA ne Ns | 
swore to protect Christianity against other rer ay : 
faiths and heretics. As a member of the sv 
lta Ee lige ae eee 
Turks a5 his country’s greatest enemy yet 
still he tried to appease them. 
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Perhaps the place most associated 
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twas assumed that he was buried at 
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nvestigations suggest that Vlad's remains 
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Despite this, Snagov remains associated Ne 
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ae Christianity/Islam 
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victims lining the roads, beheadings ona 
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MEDITERRANEAN SEA 


Vlad the Impaler began his life in the deep winter 
of 431. He was born to Viad I Dracul, the soon-to- 
be vorvode (prince) of Wallachia, but of his mother 
we know nothing certain. Perhaps she was Princess 
Cneaina of Moldavia, wife of Vlad IL or maybe she 
was one of the ruler's many mistresses. Whoever 
she was, she gave buth to a boy who would 
become one of the most terrifying rulers known 
to history 

Vlad was born into a world of conflict and 
territorial cisputes. He was raised to understand 
the importance of honounng his family name and 
forever pushing the limits of his lands, whatever 
the cost, to those who opposed him. As a member 
of the Order of the Dragon, his father was sworn to 
defend Christianity from the Ottomans and others 
who did not share their faith. It was a vow that 
Vlad himself would also defend as he slashed and 
burned a bloody swathe through the Balkans. 

When Vlad was five years old, his father was 


=. crowned voivode of Wallachia, However, he lost the 


“He swore bloody vengeance on those who had killed his fami 
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throne six years later and, in his attempts to secure 
pigreturn to power, tried to keep on the best side of 
-all the important parties. At first things went well, 
and Vlad and his brother, Radu, were stationed at 
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é oth ae) tte man court to prove the vorvode's loyalty 
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Ottoman Empire in the Balkans. He is said to 
Dente ee eee eee 
his military victories, and was canonised in 
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hold onte the disputed and strategically 








important throne of his native land. He 
reigned three times, making his home in the 
forbidding fortress of Poenari Castle, using 
fae) ECU CCeMecie ei a map meee pT nie) 6) 


BULGARIA 


In exchange for Ottoman support. When the Order 
of the Dragon demanded that Vlad TT Dracul join 
their crusade against the Turks, however, 1t seemed 
that his wily efforts to remain on the good side of 
everyone had failed. 

The brothers became prisoners, but despite 
being held hostage, their lrves were comfortable 
and privileged, Vlad and Radu were given a fine 
academic education, as well as training in combat, 
strategy and military matters. However, the very 
thought of being held captive left Vlad seething 
with resentment and that only worsened as he 
watched his younger brother, Radu, become a 
favourite of the Ottoman sultan and eventually 
convert to Islam. 

Vlad, on the other hand, never liked to toe 
the line and was often severely punished for his 
transeressions. When news reached Vlad that his 
father and elder brother, Mircea, had been brutally 
murdered by rebel nobles in 1447 that resentment 
burst into fury, He swore bloody vengeance on 
those who had lalled his family, and when the 
moment came for payback, it would be brutal. 

Upon his release, Vlad returned to Wallachia as 
Vlad 10 and, aged just 1% clairned the throne that 
his father had lost. He hung onto tt for just two 


* Tokat Castle 


Religion: Islam 

The seat of the Ottoman Empire, Vlad and his 
brother, Radu, were held as hostages at Tokat 
Castle. Their years of captivity in Turkey were 
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months before John Hunyadi - better known as the 
White Knight of Hungary, and a sworn enemy of 
Viad's family - invaded Wallachia. Vlad was forced 
to flee to Moldavia, seeking protection from his 
uncle, Prince Bogdan, and his cousin, Stephen - a 
man who would later become a vital eure in the 
story of the Impaler. 

However, things had taken an unexpected turn 
in Wallachia, where Hunyadi's preferred cancidate 
for the role of voivede, Viadislav II, had turned out 
to be rather fond of appeasing the Turks. Hunyad 
might not have approved of Vlad, but the two men 
formed an unlikely alliance, plotting to tale back 
the throne of Wallachia. The decision came not a 
Moment too soon. 

In 1453, Constantinople fell to the Ottoman 
‘Turks and suddenly the doors of Europe were wide 
open for invasion. Now the retaking of Wallachia 
was more important than ever and, in 1456, as 
Hunyadci's troops invaded Serbia, Vlad led his men 
into Wallachia. The two men met very different 
ates: Hunyadi fell victim to plague and died, while 
Vlad triumphed and slaughtered Vladislav IL It 
marked the beginning of six violent years of rule 
as volvode of Wallachia, and the start of a legacy 
written in blood 
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Vlad the Impaler isn't alone in 
ruling with an iron fist - history 









Vlad the Impaler 
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is full of merciless monarchs 
and deadly dictators 


Gilles de Rais 

See UPR er ee aor ea 
one of the most prolific child 
killers in history, revelling 
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Elizabeth Bathory 
Known by some as Countess 
Dracula, Bathory was alleged 
to have murdered hundreds 
ee eae a m= 
in Hungary, but escaped 
execution, Locked upina 
fai Meee RU ee ecm ar|I 
RELGSN CMON On tM eee eg 
died in 1614. 


L | ee Se 


Attila the Hun 

The Scourge of God, Attila laid 
waste to dozens of cities. Known y 
for his savagery, he spared no 
one, and fear of him swept 
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internal bleeding. 
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Ivan the Terrible 
The 16th-century tsar of Russia 
eM gta Ba eteg eel a 
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torture. He impaled, boiled, 
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The devout Catholic is 

infamous for orchestrating 
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massacre. As Protestant 

crowds gathered in Paris to 
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Viad Tepes ruled with an iron fist - and sharp stake 
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Viad versus the 
Pee ed Cis 
The conflict that gave birth to the dark prince’s name 


eee eee ei 

See Ree ee eae 
Vlad the Impaler: unsurprisingly, he 
Shee eBid Beep mag age 
UE tee) ee 
Although the Saxons were a 
minority in Transylvania, they were 
extremely powerful, controlling 
the region's fortified towns and its 
industry. For centuries they had 
Dice eee tee Parte ele 
biome Reel Ee 
Area ae tay me | em ae 
set to change. 

The Transylvanian Saxons 
Mee T Ce eee eR mee lac 
aM ess eg Mlle Bs) 
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of Transylvania. Not only that, but 
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they also enjoyed trade privileges 
that the Wallachian merchants did 
not. so when Vlad levied heavy 
eet et ee a gM ep putt ts 
to pay. This continued until 1459 
eR eee eR 
SW Crgic elm Caan meet ChE 
Brasov) and dragged the merchants 
up to Mount Tampa. 
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pe A Net eee emer elena la 
their ruler met a gruesome fate. 
A stake was pushed into the anus 
Ace aeRO Remi ll mel 
weight would slowly force them 
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agonisingly slow death, and the 
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Hl was captured and forced to dig 
ee ae ee 
We caa = eRe ep Ree brad mT 
allowed to rest, and then ordered 
eee mittee ene ae ROT 
eee ee 
beheaded him. 

ya a ea 
Impaler dined royally amid the 
tees) meh) eet Le Deeded 
a banquet as the screams of the 
EME eR aes ee 
ae McMeel toe moa 
that he dipped his bread into the 
Wee eee hie 
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link Vlad Tepes with the vampiric 
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themselves to his name, 


a “= Fis, Be 


PET Maan tine ema 
his victims ced a slow, agonising death 
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were published that told 
tales of Viad's wicked deeds 
in lurid, gruesome detail 





Safely installed on the throne of Wallachia, Vlacl 
Immeciately began to consolidate his position. He 
sent thousands of troops to fight on behalf of his 


cousin, Stephen, and ensure that he was 
successful in conquering Moldavia. The twa 


cousins now controlled strategically important 
points in the Balkans, and together would prove an 
enormous obstacle to the Ottomans. Vlad couldn't 
help but think back to his youth. No matter how 
aood the education he had enjoyed in captivity, 

he had still been a hostage, and now the time had 
come for revenge. 

Intelhgence reached Vlad that inchided the 
names of many Wallachian nobles, or hoyars, who 
had conspired to murder his father and bury his 
brother, Mircea, alive. Cunning as ever, he invited 
the men named to attend an aster feast and 
bring their families along to enjoy the festivities. 
When they arrived, the boyars were arrested. The 
oldest were impaled on the spot; the young and fit, 
however, were forced into slave labour rebuilding 
Vlad's castle. Conditions were brutal, and those that 


k were slaughtered once 


survived the gruelling wot 
the project was completed: 

Stories are still told of Vlad's extreme cruelty, 
particularly towards the women of Wallachia. Those 
who lost their virginity outside of wedlock were 
tortured, while children were roasted alive and 
then fed to their mothers. Dishonest shopkeepers 
were skewered and one of his enemies was even 
sawn in half. Some claim that Vlad impaled mice 
and birds for recreation, but much of this is open 
to conjecture. Such tales serve both good and bad 
purposes. On the one hand, they do much to instil 
lear in the enemy or RCURPUE invader, On the 

SCL he facts. 

“Ne at all the stories were rumours. When 
Sultan Mehmed IT claimed Wallachia as part ol 
the Ottoman Empire, Vlad had no intention of 
acquiescing to him. He did welcome the Turkish 
envoys to his court, suggesting he might be open 
to negotiation. Instead, the envoys were seized and 
their turbans nailed to their heads, killing them. 
After all, Vlad pointed out, it was impolite to refuse 
to raise one’s headgear when meeting the prince 

The sultan was furious and cispatched a trusted 
envoy, Hamza Bey, to seek an audience with Vlad. 


“Mories are still told of ¥iads 
extreme cruelty, particularly 
towards the women of 
Wallachia. Those who lost their 
virginity outside of wedlock 
were tortured 





Bey's instructions were clear: claim Wallachia 

for the Ottoman Empire by any means, even if 
that included kalhng the intransigent ruler, Vlad 
Was walting to receive Bey and his men and, as 
they travelled through rural Wallachia, they were 
ambushed. The soldiers were impaled on wooden 
spikes; in deference to his importance, Hamza Bey 
was Impaled on the tallest of them all. 

Wherever Vlad the Impaler trod, bloodshed 
followed by the gallon, His hatred for the Ottoman 
Turks knew no bounds and it wasn't enough tor 
him to know that his enemies were falling, he 

wanted to be there to lall them in person. Putting 
to good use the Turlcish he had learned during 
captivity, Vlad infiltrated Ottoman strongholds 
across Bulgaria. His forces slaughtered thousands 
of men, women and children, killing civilians as 
readily as they did soldiers. The lands echoed with 
the cries of the wounded and dying, the air became 
thick with the smoke of burning villages and the 
people trembled at the advance of the Impaler. 
With his empire in the Balkans sinking slowly 
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Cultural historian 
David J Skal 
looks at the links 
BsAis see Beetle 
and his historical 
namesake 


Of all the misconceptions about Bram Stoker 
and Dracula, perhaps the most widespread is 
the belief that Stoker was inspired to write his 
classic horror story by the true-life exploits 
of Vlad Tepes. The sobriquet descended from 
ERG MRC MUIR uk MR) OES OOo A NA eee mb 
athe lCm CONN Me Ole aterm LOM TE PEE Ol) SOMA T aa emp La 
was known and feared as Dracula, meaning 
som of the devil, or dragon (the words are 
SUMAN mR M COLE ONE T DD 

Surely, the business of wooden stakes and 
impalement had something to do with the 
Len eT Dae) RT CoC com ELE Leste Bente] Rema st-iad a ieee 
in Stoker's novel? Actually, it didn't. There is, 
in fact, zero evidence that Stoker even knew 
lala it MAP beep e val mete) eMC WO 0.6 lit ML ecl acd 
or had access to any translation of a German 
account of Vlad cipping bread in the blood of 
Weds a aes 

Stoker is proven to have actually consulted 
only one book, found in a library in the seasicle 
Tesort of Whitby, North Yorkshire, in England, 
during his 1890 summer vacation. That volume 
gave him the name Dracula, but included no 
discussion of blood feasting or impalement, 
and no description of the atrocious occasion 
on which 20,000 victims were displayed in a 
mile-long semicircle outside Dracula's capita! 
city, Targoviste, as a highly effective warning 
to oncoming Turkish troops. 

stoker himself actually never even 
visited Wallachian or Transylvaman regions 
of Romania — he instead consulted maps and 
travel guides at home - and did little, if any, 
Ta lGNie (eer Wee lie OTe e me soe bel Pente le mbna) ert oe 
In fact, he already had the story plotted out 
when his fortuitous discovery of the name 
Dracula allowed him to give his tale some 
AURiteye (oct eiVON TTR N TG mec te Oem Tan ele) ete 
appellation than the over-obvious villain 
“Count Wampyr" he had originally conceived. 
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David J Skal is author of the book 
Something In The Blood: The Untold 
eg eee eiaeri mele eee eA ea 
Wrote Dracula 


b/ 


Real-life vampires 











a (aH 
Va 


Despite his name, Vlad 
the Impaler subjected his 
enemies to a variety of 
cruel and merciless deaths 
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When Turkish envoys failed to remove their turbans 
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beneath the blood of Vlad'’s victims, Sultan 
Mehmed II struck back. Long since converted to 
Islam, Radu the Handsome, the brother imprisoned 
alongside Viacl, jomned the 90.000 Ottoman soldiers 
who crossed the Danube in 1462 and marched on 
Wallachia. Vlad, however, did not meet his attackers 
head on, but travelled by night, ambushing groups 
and picking them off a few thousand at a time, 
chipping away at men and morale. He knew his 
termtory intimately and exploited this knowledge, 
catching the invaders in passes and gorges, his 
deadly strikes coming without warning. 

The king of Hungary, Matthius Corvinus, 
however, did not rally to support Vlad, though he 
had in the past. The son of Hunyadi still viewed 
the Impaler with a suspicious eye, and when the 
seemingly endless Turkish push continued, Vlad 
turned to Corvinus for help. Instead, Corvinus, 
nursing ambitions of his own, had Vlad thrown in 
jail. For four years he languished in captivity, yet 
the cunning Impaler was not about to be beaten. 

Upon his release in 1474, Vlad engaged the 
assistance of Stephen V Bathory of Transylvania 
and the two men successfully reclaimed his throne. 
However, as he embarked on his third reign, the 
Ottomans were determined to put an end to his 
rule. The Turks bided their time until Vlad began to 
think himself safe then, as he travelled through the 
countryside in the closing days of 1476, they struck. 

With forces spent after the recent sti ‘uggle to 
reclaim Wallachia, Vlad had little time to regroup 
and faced the massed Ottoman forces with just a 











few thousand men. Just as the circumstances of 
his birth are lost, so do stones disagree on how 
this warlord perished. Some claim that he died a 
hero, fighting fiercely alongside his loyal retainers, 
others say he was murdered by traitorous boyars. 
Yet another report has Vlad's head severed by the 
Turks and paraded on a st ake. No one knows for 
sure the location of his final resting place, but it’s 
most likely to be in the Comana Monastery in 
Caurziu County, an order that the Impaler founded, 

Centuries after his death, those forests of corpses 
still hold a gruesome fascination, and even today, 
he enjoys a conflicted reputation. Perhaps our 
modem perception found its genesis not in Bram 
Stoker's Orgcula but in the German writings that 
related his deeds in bload-soaked detail, slavishly 
listing every act of cruelty, real or imagined. These 
lustrated pamphlets sold in their hundreds and 
weTe cammed throughout Europe, spreading the tale 
of the merciless voivode. Soon these pamphlets 
had grown into a whole series and the public 
lapped them up, horrified and captivated. 

It is perhaps unsurprising that, the closer to 
Vlad's homeland one gets, the more lauded he 1s 
In Romania, he is a hero, Perceived as a god-fearing 
defender of the people, the Impaler is an important 
national figure, the man who stood alone between 
Christianity and the march of the Ottoman forces. 

Nearly 600 years after his death, the tale of Vlad 
Hl has not faded. Immortalised in film, literature 
and fairy tales, the shadow of Vlad the Impaler and 
those who died at his hand continues to loom large. 


‘Some claim that he died a hero, fighting fiercely alongside his 
loyal retainers, others say he was murdered by traitorous boyars” 
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The story of how one of history's most reviled 
figures terrorised the Kingdom of Hungary 


Words by Peter Price 


the stone of Cachtice Castle in Hungary, 
screams could be heard coming from 
mee within. The 50-year-old widow, Countess 
A J} Elizabeth Bathory, was indulging in some 


} 5 the cold midwinter of 1610 seeped through 
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entertainment. At her feet lay a young serving girl 
who was being burned with red-hot irons. She would 
not survive. 

The countess, who would come to be known as the 
most prolific female killer in history, seems to have 
found pleasure in inflicting pain and misery on her 
setvants, serfs and anyone who crossed her. Over the 
years, these tales of torture grew so monstrous that 
she was thought to have bathed in the blond of virgins, 
a pastime that granted her eternal youth, Like the 
fictional character Dracula, with whom she is often 
compared, she is seen as a monster and someone who 
inflicts pain on others for personal pleasure. Over 
centuries of folklore and embellishment, fact and 
fiction has become muddled, with the number of her 
victims cited as high as 650, 

The Kinedom of Hungary, where Bathory hailed 
from, looked much different in the late-16th and early: 
7th centuries than it does now. The southern half was 
claimed by the Otteman Empire and offered them a 
potential gateway into Europe. Opposing this in the 
north were the various wealthy nobles who, in spite of 
perceived relizious intolerance, were as distrustful of 
each other as they were of the Turks. 


Elizabeth, as she is known by her anglicised 
name, was born to Baron Thurzé Bathory and 
Baroness Anna Bathory. Although they hailed 
[rom two separate branches of the family - Thurzé 
[rom the Ecsed and Anna from the Somlyo 
their lineage can be traced back to nobles who 
aided Vlad the Impaler in his attempts to seize 
the Wallachian throne. An ominous connection. 
As her father was a Voivode of Transylvania, 
it gave him exclusive administrative, judicial 
and military powers within that subset of the 
Kingdem of Hungary. 

This means that as soon as Bathory was born, 
she already had an advantage over a significant 
portion of the Hungarian population. As part 
of the landed elite, she was schooled in Latin, 
German and Greek, and her family's wealth 
meant that she would not want for anything in 
her early life. 

Her wedding to Ferenc Nadasdy, whose family 
- like the Bathorys - was one of the more wealthy 
families in Hungary, was attended by over 4,500 
puests. They were betrothed when she was 
around 11 years old, but she was rumoured to have 
carried a peasant's love child a few years later. A 
report tells of the child being ripped apart by dogs. 
As with many aspects of Bathory’s life, the truth 
is hard to pin down. As the social standing of her 
family was above her husband's coming into the 
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marriage, she had refused to change her last name, 
remaining a Bathory. Her independence ts clearly 
spelt out ina letter she wrote to Lord Banfty, a fellow 
Hungarian noble: 

“LT know well, Lord Banffy, that this is only the new 
poverty, that you would be watching my small estate 
and do this... but yet know you this, that I will not 
allow myselfto be dominated by men for long, 

Bathory’s early life gives no indication to the 
horrible accusations that would find her in later life 
The couple had five or six children, ne g 
on which tecords can be trusted, 
although some did not make it past 
infaney. Her husband fought in the 
Ottoman-Hungarian wars and it 
is in his absence that Bathory is 
thought to have started to indulge 
in her sadistic tendencies. Tales 
of flagellation, branding irons and 
sewing one unfortunate girl's mouth 
shut because she talked too much 
would all be npumours that abounded 
While Nadasdy was absent. 

This life was not to last however, as Nadasdy fell 
ill to amysterious malady and died in 1604. This 
sudden death meant that Elizabeth found herself the 
owner of a string of estates that stretched over all of 
greater Hungary in places like Vienna, Beckov and 
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painting of the tortured victims 
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original painting was destroyed 
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“It is in her husband's absence that Bathory 1s thought to have 
Started (0 Indulge in her sadistic tendencies: 


Nyirbator. Properties like Cachtice Castle, situated 
in the Carpathian mountains, and the surrounding 
villages is where she would choose to make her 
home, both during and after her hushand''s lifetime, 
These lands gave her already-ereat wealth such 
a boost that she became the mchest, mast 
® powerful and desirable countess in 
the lane. 

With the death of her husband, 
Bathory surrounded herself 
with courtiers and servants, who 
F would later be accused of the 
y same crimes as their mistress, 
r They were made up of older women 


mi Baie 

Pers xe! 
v 2 i 1a 
i = - oer = 





and a crippled boy. These women, 
Anna, Nona Jo, Dorottya, Katalin, and the 
boy Ficzk6, were an assortment of wet nurses, 

washerwomen and friends. Not a stereotypical band 
of torturers, 

[tis from their testimonies that we learn of some 
of Bathory's wilder behaviours, like biting chunks 
of flesh out of women, sometimes without even 


leaving the comfort of her bed. There was also 

talk that Elizabeth beat her servants with cudgels, 
whips, needles and red-hot irons. The abuse was 

not always so active, however, as some girls were 
doused with cold water and left outside to freeze to 
death. These unfortunate victims seem to have been 
predominantly castle servants, but also consisted of 
young, pentrifed girls who were sent to the Bathory 
estate to learn courtly etiquette. 

Without the steady stream of plunder from her 
husband's military campaigns, the Bathory estate 
was beginning toTun low on funds, The king owed 
an enormous debt to her late husband, and Elizabeth 
made frequent trips to the royal treasury, attempting 
to have this coin repaid. 

These acts were said to have gone on until 1610 
when the bloody accusations could no longer be 
ignored. [t was decided that the palatine of Hungary, 
Count Gyorgy Thurzé, would investigate these 
disturbances. A palatine was a high-level official 
in the kingdom, aremnant of the bygone Roman 
eva, and was second only tothe king in power. 








Thurz4, with his military background and political 
experience, was seen as the best man for the job. 
Arriving at Bathory’s estate, he claims in his 


personal account to have found the dead body ofa 
young woman, and another whose mortal wounds 
were plainly caused by torture. More women were 
also found imprisoned and seemed to be waiting to 
meet the same fate. He wrote in his letter: 

“When ny men entered Csejthe Manor, they found 
a girl dead in the house: another followed in death as 
a result of many wounds and agonies. In addition to 
this, there was also a wounded and tortured woman 
there: the other victims were kept hidden away...” 

Thurzo did not catch Bathory in the act 


of torturing these woren: it was _w—— 
later embellishment to the story. il 
What Thurzé does provide is an i 


eyewitness account of Bathory 
seemingly engaged in the torture ig atam 


and murder of servant girls at | ro) bya) BCGUR STM (@)EET 
iT ot ree we rc j ae 4 Ve ye 
DAC ie: : — dhs 0 prlprar ; ; 
her place of residence. It's not War elielata .: 


quite bathing in virgin's blood, but 
darining nonetheless. 

Bathory and her accomplices were : 
then arrested, as officials began their “= 
Investigation Under torture, her accom plices 
admitted that they were complicit in.a number 
of atrocihes committed over the years, and other 
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witnesses spoke of seeing seemingly hundreds of 


young women tortured and killed. Her servant, Ilona 


J6, gave this account: “She pricked the girls through 
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City of Kosztolany, about 40 years old, swom and 
interrogated; he spoke of the cruelty of the woman 
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Elizabeth Bathory 


The bloody countess 


Dire eens aE ema C maemo um Cement ee ees eel ae 
twisted tales that have attached themselves to her over the years. Bathing in the blood of virgins is a tall tale, but is 
it really true? As it stands, there is no contemporary evidence that Bathory bathed in blood or that its power gave 
her eternal youth. 
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years later, when the origin of the vampire was starting to take shape in Eastern Europe, that the story would be 
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different ways, the most common being 
SOR Mee] 
blood on her hand. On wiping it away, she 
observed that the skin looked noticeably 
Pre ayet=imee Ot eae 
ame Meee mem ed 
the stuff, or take a ‘shower’ with bodies 
mage gegen The prettier she gets, 
ACA cele lap | the thirstler 

The first time the legend appeared in she gets. 
eee eee ele ee | 
Jesuit scholar. This account is thought to 
have been gained fram local oral history 
that has either been warped in translation 
eee ee eee ee 

Biographers of Bathory have drawn 
See ema ei sm meaele nie cance mE 
ace ae ee lee neem ere 
t=} Fe Peet Tern | 
much as Vlad the Impaler - was the 
LSC me eae ee 
not she spawned Stoker's icon is up for 
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has had a large impact on the modern- 
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of Darkness, both released in 1971, Less 
directly her antics are believed to have 
inspired the ‘lesbian vampire’ trope, 
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The more she drinks, | 
the prettier she gets. 


















COUNTESS DRACULA 
INGRID PITT - NIGEL GREEN - SANDOR EL ES 
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Elizabeth Bathory... and said, in addition, that he 

had heard from some young servants of the said 

Lady... how extremely cruel this woman was with 

ee hicir fingers with pins and said, Tfit hurts 

™ _ the whore, then she can pull it out, if she 

y did so, the Lady would beat her again 
\ and cut off the finger” 


her maids: namely, that she burned some of them 
on the abdomen with a red-hot iron; others she 

seated ina large, earthen tank and poured boiling 
water over them and scalded the skin, in this way 
With the necessary information causing them to suffer; the same witness had also 


ceiemee extracted, her accomplices were Trequently seen the appearances of the virgins in her 


) ¥ : : executed a week later. Anothet retinue disfigured and covered with blue spots from 
eee = witness testimony brought numerous blows...” 
| 7 Bathory’s crimes to the attention of Bathory was never able to defend herself or het 
 thecourt: actions, being turned down to represent herself in 
— | “The second witness was the the trial. Thurz6 used his connections with the king 


to IMpose perpetuis carcenbus (life imprisonment) 
rather than the death penalty. And so Bathory was 
condemned to live the rest of her life imprisoned in 


honourable Tamas Jaworka, Judge of the 
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Bathory's coat of arms, honouring 
the Order of the Dragon and the 
family's origin story 





Elizabeth's ancestors rase to 
flex significant political power 
in Hungary 

The origins af the Bathorys have been traced 
back to Nth-century Hungarian nobles who 
emigrated from Swabia (now modern-day 
Germany). The family would split a few 
centunes later into two distinct branches, 
the Ecsed and Somlyo, with Elizabeth's 
parents coming from both branches. 

The Bathory's cannection with the Order 
of the Dragon, Elizabeth's coat of anms and 
dragons in peneral can be traced back to 
the legendary origins of the family. In the 
year S00, a pious warrior named Vitus slew 
a dragon in the swamps of Ecsed and was 
pitted the name Bathory in recognition. The 
three dragon talons on the coat of arms are 
thought to represent the three lance thrusts 
it took to slay the drake. 

The Bathorys would grow to hold 
many religious, military and civil roles in 
fovermment. A prime example would be 
Cardinal Andrew Barthory, who would 
become the Grand Master of the Order 
of the Dragon. Perhaps the most famous 
member of the family, Elizabeth not 
withstanding of course, & Stephen Bathory, 
who became king of Poland in 19/6. He has 
been described as the ‘darling of both the 
Polish public opinion and Polish historians’ 
and was uncle to Elizabeth through her 
mother, but probably didn't factor much 
in her life. His reign is hailed as ane of the 
strongest in Polish history where he beat the 
Habsburg candidate to the throne, defended 
the borders from Russian incursions and 
attempted to build a great state fram 
Poland, Muscovy and Transylvania (which he 
was count of}. 

These prominent connections acrass 
Eastem Europe have been theorised as 
another reason why Elizabeth was not 
brought to tial, The embarrassment that 
allegations like Elizabeth's could bring to the 
family name would have been acute, and so 
the Bathorys used their power and influence 
to have her imprisoned instead. 
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A portrait of Elizabeth's 
Arora cia aay 
an unknown artist 





her own castle, bricked up in a room with a sliver 

of space to have food passed through and te allow 
altflow, Her lands and wealth were stripped from her 
and divided up among her relatives. 

In this way she would die alone four years later. 
Hert last recorded words were her telling her guard: 
“Look, how cold my hands are.” The reply being: “Tt's 
nothing, mistress. Just go and lie down." 

She was found dead in the moming and buried 
nearby to the outrage of the villagers who rioted. Her 
body was then moved to the Bathory family crypt 
but has since disappeared and to this day 
itis not known where her Temains lie. 

By all accounts, the life of 
Elizabeth Bathory was one of a 
sadist; someone who enjoyed 
inflicting pain and suffering on 
her fellow Hunganans. There 
issome evidence, however, that 
could show her in a different light; 
one that paints her as a victim of 
political manoeuvring and slander ona 
massive scale. 

By a happy coincidence (for them), or by more 
sinister connections, many of the countess’s relatives 
who received new lands had close ties with Count 
Thurzo, as did many of the witnesses at Bathory's 
trial. This meant that these people had something 
to gain from the condemnation and imprisonment 










Elizabeth's 
lilling spree is 
thought to have taken 
place over a period 
of almost 20 years - 
between 1590 
and 1609 





re ese eae eee 
family home, Cachtice Castle 





of Elizabeth, Naturally, suspicion should be shown 
to these figures and their accounts in order to view 
Bathory’s actions fairly. 

The confessions from her accomplices were 
pained under torture, a method that is suspect and 
often thought of as inadmissible ina modern-day 

court. This, coupled with Elizabeth's lack of trial 

7 and personal defence, has left large gaps 
in our knowledge of the situation, and 
. inthese gaps, myths have sprouted 
and taken hold. With the main 
evidence levelled against Bathory 
coming from these confessions 
and independent witness 
testimonies, there are some who 
believe that Bathory was the victim 
of a conspiracy. This.1s certainly a 
possibility, as the removal of a powerful 
local rival would suit the aims of Thurzo, who 
would also pain credit for stopping a ‘monster’. The 
extended Bathory family also stood to gain many 
benefits from the lands that they stood to inherit. 
Elizabeth's lucrative land holdings would have been 
seized by the crown, not passed to her relatives, 
if she had heen tried and convicted. Itis also very 














convenient that with the condemnation of Bathory, 
the Hunganan king would be free of his large debts 
to her estates. 

Premature deaths and the beating of servants 
Was a grisly part of daily life in this period, and 
these actions could have been used to pin non- 
existent crimes on Bathory, Some ideas go even 
further, stating that many of the ‘torture’ 
devices used were actually healing 
Instruments, that when she was 
accused of burning servants 
With red hot irons she was not 
doing it for pleasure, but as a 
way of staunching a bleeding 
wound, trying to save lives rather 
than take them. The wounds left 
behind by such drastic actions could 
well be perceived as torture wounds if 
the context was unknown; talang Thurzo's 
SLuIprise Visil as an example. These arguments 
are plausible, although Thurzé did not initiate the 
Investigation on his own, but was ordered to by the 
authority of King Matthias IL The king had recerved 
years of complaints by Magyari, a local Lutheran 
minister, who was concerned about the achvity 













Cachtice Castle 
is now part of 
modem-day Slovakia, 
and is located close to 
the border with the 
Czech Republic 


Elizabeth Bathory 





coming irom within Bathory's estate. Itis also known 
that Thurzé did not go to the Bathory estate with the 
sole intention of arresting Elizabeth, and seems to 
have been genuinely attempting to find out the truth 
behind the accusations. He may have believed that 
the murmurings of terrible goings on were spread 
by Elizabeth's cousins in an attempt to destabilise 
the region and make a power play for the 
| crown. Whatever the truth, in the eyes 
of the contemporary nobles, the 
perpetrators of these terrible cnimes 
had met their ultimate fate arc 
the case was closed. With more 
than 300 witness testimonies and 
eVEWIINess accounts from some 
of her closest advisors, itis dificult 
to beheve that there is not a kernel of 
truth in the stories. 

The question becomes: how much 1s to be 
believed and were other factors at play than simple 
justice? The figure of 650 victims seems rather high, 
and it is generally agreed that the actual number was 
much lower, Whatever the truth, the fact remains 
that Elizabeth Bathory’s story has become one of the 
mast infamous ever told. 


Emperor Matthias as Archduke by Lucas 
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When New England families were stricken by a terrible, wasting illness 
that nobody could explain, were the dead really draining the living? 
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Chestnut Hill Cemetery ee ; 
Rhode Island. March, 189 
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o goes the legend that circulates in 
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_ England town of Exeter, Rhode Island. 
Each year at Halloween, the graveyard 
Teil ie eR ems meen nd rc 
numbers of thrillseekers, eager to share in the 
celebrity that has built up around the grave of 
ils ete eee Na eRe nema ele hY 
corpse lights, the feeling of a strange presence, 
and even the voice of Mercy herself, help to 
=O MO ete] Ree LTO POEM Te Rea | BT Te bb 
Upce] me 8) SUI Ame) mn LOB pn tn elms ene ]n ed ee 
sensationalised recountings of the tale that have 
spread for over a century are better suited toa 
horror movie or gothic novel, they are, in fact, 
erounded in historical truth. 

Mercy Lena Brown was just 19 years old in 1892 
when she died of consumption - known today as 
fan olasGee ler eee ited mee eae Le LOTTA ele 
with the all-consuming disease. She was not the 
first of her family to be afflicted; her mother, Mary 
ejReL i MOPAR OMe eet an) h een om echo cosm |B teak 
under a decade before in 1883, while her sister, 
another Mary, had died just a few months after. 
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One can only guess at the despair experienced 
by George Brown as he watched his wife and 
daughters detenorate, helpless to halt their steady 
progress to the grave. Furthermore, his only son, 
Edwin ‘Eddie’ Brown had started to sicken before 
Mercy died. Despite removing himself and his 
Wife to Colorado Springs in the hope that a 
change of air might help to reverse the 
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the deceased was not really dead at all. Someone 

wicca tetas mas om cme) ma a aloe ddan nll esteem One NE 

beyond the grave; sucking them dry, draining the 
vitality from those left behind until they too 

ultimately perished. 


sickness and restore him to health, Bloat Those who petitioned George 
Mota t EM OIG Aram eee eta a identifying Brown went further. What if one 
ever closer to death's open and the tuberculosis of his own family was the cause 
presen ieme (ele) bacterium, Koch's of Edwin's increasingly fragile 
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mother and sisters. With doctors a IU Lab ae hss 8h Olive and Mercy exhumed and 
unable to cure him or offer any disaster examined, and if there were signs 
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suffering, were close to losing hope. There was, 
however, one last thing to be tried. Several within 
the community approached George Brown and 
put to him a proposition. There was a belief, they 


that their suspicions were well founded, 
to deal with the bodies accordingly. Despite 
Nice aa ne Getter leche oem Leben oe: eaten te 
George Brown bowed to pressure and agreed to 
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of his consent, Dr Harold Metcalf, the medical 
examiner for the area who had witnessed Mercy’s 
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Belief that the dead were feeding on the \ CIN 
living was not isolated to Rhode Island; ii HUI UR Do 
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The grave of Mercy Brown 
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attention due to the legend of 
what took place there 


a — F pl a ' 


al i] 5 ’ ' a- = 2 = a oil : # ie r 
i i _ = a w Ta ; 
5 L. 5 = = . Z Ls . “ ji \ 
' oT _. 7 : 1 P 
F 4 1 i 7 5 7 A A " . a 4a 
ag mi a i a i i i l ort ra . : i 
a hj Pt gil § | Tan i 
= , L | | 4 ay! q j jl | i ih . i 
“ ‘ ] —- L 
FF" a . i _— ce h | i iia 
i oa " = _— e a 
= tw he ‘il " 
YD rte oe - ’ i v 
i} 
yi yi —— a 4 = 
J 


* John Phelan 


If a gravestone was tilted, it 
was believed the Devil had 
mete Cea ee om eee) 
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that something was amiss 








ata cM Olea cee ee ee) B) ee eee ea ee deh cee anes 
to preside over proceedings. 

On 17 March 1892, the bodies of the deceased 
members of the Brown family were once more 
JRO NUMERO AOC om (10h Leb me ome ee hum Me Pes 
Brown nor that of her daughter showed any cause 
(eee) eM P RELL OT Mele) O bole em POM ON mtr EbO Lm Le 
epee eet A EGU a lOO aL meso 
else G Mey Cee hd eee bee eee | 
only was the body showing little sign of decay, 
but when her heart and liver were removed and 
examined, the heart was found to still contain 
blood. This was taken as proof positive that Mercy 
was responsible for draining her brother of his 
strength from beyond the grave, feeding off his 
life-force in order to keep herself alive. Without 
further ado, her heart was burned to ashes there 
ETO Os ete mah ae 

Neither George or Eddie Brown were present for 
the exhumation or cremation, their absence one of 
Wate OO ONLA OOM CO mee WORT OO EU CO el oe) ae 
Later, however, the ailing young man was made 
to drink a solution containing the ashes from his 
sister's heart, those who backed the whole affair 
MPTP OLN emi ere ETT Ce mn | a eel ee 
hold of the ‘vampire’ had been broken. 

Sadly, it was not to be. Eddie Brown died on 
2 May 1892, then just 24 years old, as consumption 
- or the vampire - claimed yet another victim. 

There is no question that at a first glance, to 
eee a ol g0 Menem] EM eed teen a 
Aece eh AU ee lt se eee eee iad ie lab 
opinions, branding the rural population of Exeter 
SMSO MINIM MCI OAL t eI COL Mm els (NTa em BIW Me eT Tas 
Watssime te MON MON Ma) C CONOR EMO) Osim One me etsy at sd (a 
sway over the living. Such an interpretation 
however is simplistic to say the least: after 
closer examination of the details of the case, it 
becomes abundantly clear there is much more 
ApEEeMOcle aycHCe MINIs cieie IMCs) em NTNN MOG lcm newee lu neT 
events of March 1892, 

The exhumation of Mercy Brown and the 
burning of her heart in an attempt to halt the 
progression of consumption did not take place 
in a cultural vacuum. In fact, this was only the 
Elia @ Cie mite ee LOR Omar etL aeRO mele 
an approach to consumption in the state, and the 
Se ee Cee Cue Me eC 
a response to the spread of tuberculosis across 
areas of New England. 


“Newspaper reports of the day 
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Exeter as foolishly superstitious, 
deluded into defiling their dead” 
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Consumption was far from a new disease at the 
Scere Gale stm ey eM cis igs) melt lacm cence leis lel 
history, a neolithic grave from around BCE 


~~~ is proof of the existence of tuberculosis from 
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Stage Go OAR OR wee LOO ORs OR re cae 
familiar with the illness. Despite the long history 
of the disease, fear and misunderstanding of the 
cause and spread of the terrible illness changed 
little over the centuries, and by the time the first 
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Steam Ege) LRM oie Dna Ps CacMd bl cet coin Perea aD 
of all deaths could be placed at its door. 

Despite, or perhaps because of this, there were 
ORT OR Cars l O00 l a LRM L Acts tect MOO MU ome |tCorct am em eae mee 
cure for the dreaded disease. These included strict 
regimes of exercise or diet, or a change of scene to 
PLO em GOTO) Cat) aie Pee DO ET Come Cet OC 
Brown's stay in Colorado was an attempt to take 
advantage of the change in air, hoping it would 
lead to his recovery. The old staples of bleeding 
Sate (ra UTM taal em ee eb Cee 
Opiates, purging and good old fashioned rest. 
ere) NO MGs] NLS Lent sc Meae an OECD) Abeer De ete] DCS) 
ap ome time Comes) actcm aoe srs e) ED mm EP UNTeL Rey y 
sufferer - would have greater impact on the 
progression of the disease than others when it 
came to hastening or otherwise a patient toward 
Mieke TENE Cohen ee me Teel 
an individual was in its clutches. 
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Ideas about how consumption was spread 
were often muddled, and far from the medical 
and scientific knowledge we have today. To the 
people of 18th and 19th-century New England, 
it was seen to be passed through families, with 
OPM ETO me cee Oe Le) Com eICe)T em COMMS ELTENOSTSLOLOl ET 
WOE IOMO Gn tee Meee I Oman te sn eae eth ELE 
Gite Ol otc EMM O)N E:T a0 OMe TON OM ON aM Cae eT nhs) 
CoS coe MCU i SIL meT pels ecifelsle ree py eee 
was a terrible killer that claimed entire families, 
ACUI ER S| Oe aes b ee en RMA eC 
cid eee eM eee a ee oY 
one, by some dark, malevolent force. It was not 
Nine e eNOS Gayman ate m metre g Mello rele 
reget seme Reem cee eee om mci 
ema a ome al Oe eee MO Ver ecm Cem ee Tem: GAs a) 
chemotherapy and effective drug treatments. 

Oe meecTOn le) cee) mOsm nal) MER MOE TOR aLa Leg 
was caused by the dead feeding from the living 
are to be found across New England. Stukeley 
Tillinghast lived and died in Exeter long before 


Mercy Brown was even born. Father of 14 children, 


Gerth eaten TTD ben eee) 
the youngest died, victims of consumption, Sarah 
WU eh etedn ream tee md co sleep eee pa em B= 
first to be taken, dying at the age of 22. After the 
deaths of her siblings, Sarah's body was exhumed, 
and, as in the case of Mercy Brown, just under a 
century later, her heart removed and burned. 

In Cumberland, Rhode Island, in 1796, Stephen 
Staples had an odd request to make at a meeting 
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“It Was a terrible killer that 
claimed entire families, often in 
quick succession. It must have 
HTIQaIMYaolale AW IMLIa Aon’ 
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asked for permission to exhume the body of his 
dead daughter, Abigail, in order to try and save the 
life of Lavinia Chase, Abigail's sister. Permission 
ERO M sett ce MM EDN lac MM stom Mel NTO ete) Umea aa 
remains were to be reburied with due dignity and 
respect. These early examples of such beliefs show 
a etm h Ce maT RT Tome oe Mod Moosic lel ia ar 
LAMA ACO lOC sm RIOR ots de a 

INCOM Osi sim ome ccd OO aC CO RAN Leet Pa TeR 
either. Two cases are known of in Woodstock, 
Vermont. Tragedy had struck the Corwin family 
when consumption took hold. With one brother 
already dead from consumption, the doctors 
of the area all agreed that the way to save the 
aS e Te MOM Oho da omnes mE nen Toned 
organs burnt to prevent the dead from draining 
the life from the living. This was carried out, and 
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: The New England Vampire Panic 
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the Htated Ray brothers es 


With consumption spreading through the Ray family, 
action was taken to break the hold of the ravaging disease 


The eldest son of Henry B Ray from Griswold, 
Connecticut, Lemuel was the first in his family to 
fall victim to the ravages of consumption, dying 

in March 1845 at the age of 24, This was only the 
start, as his father Henry died just four years after, 
with brother Elisha also dying in 1851. With three 


members of the Ray family dead in the space of just 


six years, the ground was paved for what followed. 
Two other brothers, James Leonard and Henry 
Nelson, were still living. In an effort to save them 
from the same fate as their father and brothers, the 
bodies of Lemuel and Elisha Ray were exhumed in 
May 1854, and according to reports of the incident, 
burnt to ashes. It is unclear if the ashes were 
ingested or whether they were réburied after the 
cremation had taken place. What is clear, however, 
is the mixed success of the ‘cure’. Although Leonard 
lived until 1894 and thus escaped the disease that 
had claimed the others, Henry Nelson died the 
Same year a5 the exhumation took place. Tragically, 
his wife and children also died of the same cause 


Name: Lemuel Billings Ray 
Year of death: 1845 
Age: 24 


some time later. The case was reported in the 
Nerwich Weekly Courier just weeks after Lemuel 
and Elisha were exhumed, the article leaving no 
doubt as to the ternble superstition that had 
allowed such a horrific practice to be carried out, 
the unsympathetic reporting matching ether 
cases when relayed by those fram outside of the 
communities involved, 

The poem The Griswold Vampire by Connecticut- 
based Michael | Biélawa was in part inspired by 
the Ray family story and the fate of Lemuel and 
his brother, reflecting both the belief that the dead 
were feeding on the living that spurred the Ray 
family to act, and the lure such tales hold over the 
living over a century later. 


“Lemuel Was the first in his family to fall victim to the ravages 


Ol consumption. dying In March 1345 al the age Ot a _ a 
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(15 feet) deep, though it is unclear whether the 
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family - one of the earliest to settle in Woodstock 
and with great reputation in the town - also found 
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of the 19th century. Son Frederick, a promising 





university student, died of consumption in 1817 
then just 20 years old. Although his 
let OM eee a amore moe ap EROn el 
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aac} Otome A NLPVOR a CO 0M ti OL leblanc OU | 
three months afterwards, A later example is 
from Connecticut, where in 1845 the bodies of 
brothers Lemuel and Elisha Ray were exhumed 
and their bodies cremated in the hope of saving 
the rest of the family, the by now familiar behef 
mnt eete On eRe) Celesle ea oe 
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components, there are interesting 


and his heart burned, his mother, Atleast 80 WEIS IAS) Re) Meno e)e ae eee Cee le 
sister and two further brothers ea England found. In Dummerston, the 
subsequently perished from vampire cases have EVM Aletta eee Tce 


the same illness. One brother, 
BEd mae cae-jen Cees Pn EmT ne) 
his 80s, he recorded the incident 
in his memoirs, stating that the 
etme NNN O MON eg B Ta) iS 
that burning the heart of someone 
ate mera Carle has ee) ee) wre b One] e) a 
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tum ta) (OB beM eesti can teMeh ens ee eter lec) ssi car 
Reverand Enoch Hayes Place visited Moses 
Pee Re emma eT er mila eae 
symptoms of consumption. It was after this visit 
that he was approached by Dennett's neighbours 
and asked to witness the exhumation of his 
AST AN LCs AUP SLOT UTM om COOP eT ed nC) meee 
of the eight children of Moses and Betsey Dennett, 


been identified 
nce)eee Wels 
late 1700s to the 
late 1800s 


Spaulding was in crisis. His 
daughter, Mary, died in 1782 
at the age of 20 - yet another 
eae MeL Nt mC TN ef 
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the family was being wiped out at an 
alarming rate; over the course of 16 years, no 
fewer than nine deaths had occurred, all from 
the dreaded plague of consumption, including 
WiFi me eM eer eMail ete a eee) eee) ay 
remark upon the belief that in such cases, if the 
graves ol the deceased family members were 
a) slit TE me CG Mb ome OUR aLO Ane LUT etm an e)i el 
one to another, working along the line, When the 
vine reached the prave.of the latest to die, it was 
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A terrible Te : 


Consumption - or 
tuberculosis - was certainly 
one of the most feared 
diseases of the 19th century, 
more deadly than any 
legendary vampire 


With evidence of its existence from as early as 
G8 OR Mie gee em amen Om eae me) 
for thousands of years, and to be diagnosed with 
the disease was tantamount to a death sentence, 
mee eel ae |g) Bole eee) || 
sources Claimed the disease as punishment, while 
item ere) eel Mea ah let tee are bal (arte 
to have a spiritual cause, 

Symptoms included night sweats, fever, wasting 
of the body. and loss of appetite and general health. 
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sense fresh air, to the bizarre, such as milk from a 
pregnant woman, Or seaweed under a sufferer's 
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In the 1880s, German physician 
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responsible for tuberculosis 
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Real-life vampires 


Vampire in the flesh 


Explonng youngsters got more than they bargained for: 
one day, but who was JB and was he a vampire? 


| | SOUL TRe tee a eee eee eae 
lata: ) a . ee eee ama mo 
Name: JB 3 ES Role ees ca te MPa atny sep oe 


etme Ts — to break the hold of the vamni 
Year of death: Unknown iat ic 
Age: 55 

The burial of the individual known only to history as 
JE (due to the initials spelled out on his coffin lid in 
brass tacks) took place in the Walton family cemetery 
In Griswold, Connecticut, at some point before it 
ceased to be used for burials around 1830, JB, along 
with the remains of those thought to be his wife and 
child, was discovered in 1990 when children playing 
in.an excavated quarry found bones and inadvertently 
refound the forgotten burial ground. 

Buried in a wooden coffin lined with stone, JB's 
remains had clearly been disturbed after their original 
internment; his skull had been placed on top of his ribs, 
making a skull-and-crossbones design with his thigh 
bones, This was nat uncommon when a COMPse Was 
suspected to have the potential to be dangerous, and 
precautions were often made to prevent the dead from 
rising in similar ways. That JB's remains were tampered 
with stemming from the same belief as elsewhere in 
New England is evident trom the fact the ribs show fascination, as he provides a hitherto unknown 
the tell-tale lesions that indicate consumption. lt has physical link ta the vampire practice and belief in 
been posited that after his death from tuberculosis, JB's the United States. 
remains were exhumed with the intention of removing Based on the examination of his: remains, it 
and burning his heart as seen elsewhere, with the hope can be ascertained that this vampire was at least 
of halting the spread of consumption throughout a 1.82 metres (6 feet) tall and heavyset. during life, 
family and into the wider community. though with a stooped posture due to previous 

When it became clear that the body had injuries. JB's wife and child were buried beside 
decomposed too far for this to be possible, his bones him, but interestingly, their-remains do not indicate 
were rearranged instead as a precaution to keep him death from consumption. Did the cure work this _ 
from taking anyone else to the grave. time, at least? co: 


JB's remarkable story and remains hold extra 
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cases, the vine must also be broken in order to halt 
WitemCee leer e e ates la) eRe es eels mel PLT O its 
case of the Spaulding family, and it could be said 
to have been a success: three further daughters 
escaped the disease that had taken the rest of their 
family, surviving into old age. 

This intriguing addition was also present in a 
case in Willington, Connecticut. Another family, 
that of Isaac Johnson, was suffering in much the 
same way as the Spauldings. In this case, only 
Aen e ocldt Meee elmo mee nt eM ele ecm nce)a a elit 
ERM Oem tele ee COTO Me) Mane am eTOn Thane a dba rae: 
remaining were already ailing, and death was 
Mi tom EN Ccdk te) O CMS 100 MD om gO eS Carctt tee) 
illness could not be halted. The graves of the two 
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the bodies for signs of life, the graves were also 
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‘tradition’ came to the shores of New England. 

O}ut-m mage mae lels ema tTn SIC marc ne Leg 
Immigration, those colonists who made New 
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encountered there. A third possibility is that the 
creation and development of the vampire tradition 





aft Pel i ‘ 


aes te ia 


rican Seok di 4 
‘dai We es 


oe c 


Mette mh (che hata tele mere eecre me (ele t=o) (a (om ale 
atalaya erate les uLMeGCODeG MEN h Wee] Mi tosmeba ld iNtar seca Nees] Cor le me 
Was a direct response to the situation of the time: 
the spread of consumption and the resultant death 
MeO ere en tae 

What conditions made the continuation of such 
beliefs and practices possible? The industrialisation 
of New England provides the key, both to the 
belief in vampires and to the very disease the 


exhumations were intended to stop. The incredibly 
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eels em eee tbaTCmaCe] NT em (e) man) e cl tm Nile cicm Cem er re hie 
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community in a deadly grip, refusing to relinquish 
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therefore went hand in hand, superstitious ideas 
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progress. It has been suggested that when a 
ciel Ae) Ole) eee ee ele nna eee 
crisis, there 15 a need for a scapegoat or cause, A 
body that catches the attention of those within a 
community at such a time, is very often said to 
be the cause of the troubles, and this 1s strikingly 
clear in the cases examined across New England 
and beyond. 
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eleefully on the Mercy Brown case: “Exhumed 
the Bodies - Testing a Horrible Superstition in 
the Town of Exeter - Bodies of Dead Relatives 
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communities themselves throughout New England 
where such beliefs were held, they were seen in 
a different hight altogether. The newspapers of 
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assistance and concern, the exhumation and 
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com CCU RcVeGM eR Eh meena Lb OO ane esd 
communities such as Exeter, the bonds of both 
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another outward expression of the support shared 
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makes us raise our eyebrows as modem-day 
readers is best viewed through the lens of folk 
apts ei pet eme ace Senne MnCl a eae =) pe 
of a tradition of home remedies and treatment 
throughout New England's history, and it therefore 
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and disease were not the scientific, medicalised 
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Real-life vampires 


supemiatural origins, and therefore it made sense 
foe o0) emer cena et elie: Tem alee Rm ere] eam call 
explanations and cures. Such beliefs were criticised 
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however. In Vermont, those families that believed 
their loved ones were being drained from the grave 
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Tepresented and those in positions of power - a far 
fea Ce Peete ture |e ome) ie |e oO (e ee dee an) 
countryfolk that is often presented. 

Wee ere A Geen ee a ts 
carried out under the cloak of darkness, hidden 
ECM Reha te oe ae eee ol 
rece tS]O HOLT aath Golem aE DMM ome an ROOT ete) a ae Ta Lal 
autopsy of bodies in these cases were sometimes 
eb aC OM ON LM TNCA MUA P Toit OL POM) Ma oe Core OT 
iON MLO RTA PE OD REO DTT APIA VV Tie i tsi Coe 
Vermont, another early example took place in 
1793. The body of Rachel, first wife of Captain 
SIENA Ce NMR teh a STR UD NT MO NTE mmm) pt meet 
was causing the illness and decline of the captain's 
tome NG UNC oe LED at Ae OMe) Meee) 
oreo ue M MDC OOS T Ere) mea om er eA) es Pre Da 
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Manchester's inhabitants. Those in attendance at 
Oe ALUM ADU TIe eT MICU O Lee tele alo loes ele 
to have been the most important members of 
TiO OONTTO ENC AH TEOMA saeco tECOI Oh UM Rol Mele nt 


camned out by the selectmen of the village. The 
father of Abigail Staples sought - and was granted 
- permission to exhume his daughter by the town 
ae) tela iat B 
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tradition throughout New England comes in the 
family of William Rose. In 1872, 20 years before 
ite LUTOR LOCO EMO) ie Ob eee mem kU eRe) 
Eee eels e=ee la ate Ob ne) 8 
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See Cr La MP tee meee Ce 
cases, William Rose found what he was 
looking for; the heart and liver of 


Toms cus NiCel a een a eves nT melt TaN me) | 
stones being passed along the generations evident 
throughout the New England communities, it 
is not improbable that tales of the vampires of 
previous generations were passed along to the 
new, along with the suggested way to deal with 
them, thus helping to keep the tradition alive. 
Were there really vampires in the traditional 
sense in New England? There is no evidence that 
those involved in any of the cases - from Sarah 
SUDA Teter encom Cah Cele ema Cam 
eT HN IR LisM Ce Mel ase om WN MO Atm Bld Dears o 
was taking place. This was used by 
pte Me)N it} (e( Me) able e een) ET Pen ata 


his children were preserved in a 

way that roused suspicions, the Ee Peete 2 ERGO MU <6 MO] M ON Te TO) emma Teele 
presence of blood taken as a sign EN oaB oa the cases later on, in an attempt 
that they were feeding from desecrated due to COM SELO (SI e= <8 Te ec Tacs en eek 
those still living. The organs confusion with the cases - dramatise events, but not 
were duly burned, and the legend of Mercy by those at the centre of things 
ashes returned to the grave, in an Brown themselves. The term ‘vampire’ 
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William Rose was a man of little 
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suggested that he may well have been one of the 
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CaM mele lnm Ce On omey a vLEDT Pete) e me) mal ce oie robe ep 
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wife, Mary, was a great granddaughter of Stukeley 
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The case of Nancy Young illustrates how historical fact 
shifts and changes to become a supematural legend 


Name: Nancy Young 


a — 


Year of death: 1827 ; 


Age: 19 


Nancy was the eldest daughter of Captain Levi Young, 
settled in Foster, Rhode Island. Reported to be a bright and 
intelligent girl, well-liked and healthy, everything changed 
when she fell ill and went into a decline. Despite the best 
attempts of local physicians, Nancy could not be saved, 
and she died in April 1827. One of her several siblings had 
also fallen ill not long after Nancy, and young Almira was 
quickly declining into a similar state ta her sister. When it 
became clear that others of Nancy's brothers and sisters 
‘were likewise starting to sicken, Levi Young took action. 
Backed by his friends and local families, Captain Young 
had Nancy's body exhumed, There is no record as to the 
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state of her body, but it was burnt to ashes. Rather 
than drinking the ashes themselves, it was believed 
by those gathered that the ill members of the family 
needed to inhale the smoke created by Nancy's 
cremation, and that by doing so, they would be 

well again, Despite their hopes for recovery, Almira 
succumbed, dying less than a year later, and several 
other children died in the years that followed. The 
youngest daughter, Sarah, appears to have been the 
only one to have escaped the strange disease - no 
doubt consumption - that had claimed so many of 
her siblings. Perhaps the supposed cure did her some 
good after all? 

There was some speculation that water from the 
well on the Young property was to blame for the 
sickness that spread through Nancy's family, but this 
6 mot borne out by the fact that those who moved to 
the premises after the Young family were not troubled 
in such a manner, 


was used in newspaper reports to 
support the misconception that this 
Was a Savage and ignorant superstition, 
EMME INCOM MN ANS RSM eNO e Bisie iter emt amet te) 
shifting the emphasis of the story to one more 
uri e nme re emit le ian iebl er) Mel aem eel ee ese ap 
therefore, that it is anachronistic at best to use 
such terminology when discussing such events. 
When looking closer, however, it can be seen that 
although the word itself was not used, the beliefs 
displayed connected to the dead being able to 


‘BELIEVE IN VAMPIRES. | BY 
Rhode islanders Who Are Sure ham 
* That They Do Exist, | 


Instances Told of Where the Living 
Have Been Attacked and Preyed 
Upon by These Representatives 
of an Unseen World. 


Outsiders viewed reports of vampire exhumations 
and cremations as outdated superstition, as shown 


| by this typical newspaper headline 


A legend has grown up around the story of Nancy, 
and like many such tales has become garbled in 
the telling. Sarah, not Nancy, 's the first to die, and 
when the family return to visit her grave, the body ts _ 70 
nowhere to be found. Things grow stranger still when ie j Ws 
the surviving family members start to dream of their 
departed sister; Sarah visits them each night, claiming 
the lives of her siblings, one after the other, 
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this supernatural predator, One version states i iil {] ] _ 
that her body had turned over in the grave after ci mm a Noe ie 
death, a sure sign of evil at play. The blue light 
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healing to a ghostly legend, full of menace. The 
tragedy experienced by Sarah Tillinghast has also 
been given a supernatural twist, with members 
of the family said to have complained of seeing 
SEI ea elm Ce eS ee MN PLO GTEO Mee esta ACO) On am A nema areca 
Tito O Term este RUT ate Tele Mees Iba Terma cs tee) l 
their life force. The tale of the Corwin family from 
Woodstock is yet another example, showing how 
the basic facts of a case are taken and turned 

piso mss -ule mele) mee l-ree alee in) meee) 
Corwin brother was burned and buried, it is said | : ! ij 
MOR aes Cen swe ete e-em ele tem ae + \N - j Pa elite liter eae 


: a ; : é bacterium put paid to the old idea 
crave. Although those carrying out the excavation i - > | ieeraiie es ECR inet ay 


dug down the five metres (15 feet) to where there 
MCG MOE cen Camel tn CMe ete eG Cel men cM nN Riee Ime) 
the ashes, the pot containing the ashes, along with 
the seven-ton block of granite coveting it, were 
nowhere to be seen. It was also said that terrible A mid-20th-century poster from 
Ac areee ; pape | i the Works Progress Administration, 

Even AITATse eee )eT deem oer PeeMURNTOCsseSdCOLERO Ld BCA) Mes oa al eT encouraging sleep, sunlight and good 
FEVER Ol eA CA ESI RO mca ae vite CCE RULER ecu 
the sight of smoke - all the makings of a horror 
ie) Ta EEL OT ad sal 
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all the cases explored throughout New England, 
the central belief remained that consumption and 
the symptoms that heralded it were caused by a 
dead member of the family draining the living 
aCeDua MGS Cees cA CMA TEU) OUI CMe Ue eT W sd Tc ComeC Com ete (ola 





the villains of the piece wherever they occur in 
history or folklore. In a rare turn of events, in the 
case of New England, it could be argued that the 
roles are reversed, 

CMG iia h CATE IEG M eee Tae eM bh ue Aelia 
who sought to halt a disease so little understood, 
death was far from the final rest hoped for. Even 
today, the resting places of those such as Mercy 
Brown are often not left in peace - grave sites 
EAC mai} C-16 MSGR Te= CBee eee (=e ec ee 
little thought spared for those whose names 
have passed down through history as the 
ghosts and terrors of Halloween night, rather than 
atemOln i Set M Na Uh Ue Teel m deel nimble) tome ohh 
once were. 


rte Pr ae ee Se Mi cele Meena eel eect 
With ot Lae ecantres Picks eiata| niin: the supernatural is strong, Visitors 
from their resting places considered as trophies, to vampire graves keep the legends 
around them alive and embellish 


it is instead the vampires themselves who are the them with new details 
true victims. => 








Real-life vampires 





From unusual sightings in graveyards to serial killers that consume the blood 
of their victims, there will always be vampire hysteria in modern society 


_ hough the existence of actual vampires 

has now largely been disproven, every now 
and then a case comes along that makes 
people question whether there is something 
Se teh cnet n Cele Geel elma 
USL ee OURO PR ahem ee Py ele) me Comb) (a8) a 
capsules. Sometimes those cases come in the form 
eM COUR Ie ee) omcisd bem evn SUR PnO Le blo Ce) en 
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tendencies. Either way, they often leave bystanders 
ae Leterme atest eee erste ene OM CO) Bla tcom tet =m emai et an 
Stoker's Dracula was really just a horror story. 

eee Ta eh ee) ie le ea ele laa ete re 
the Impaler, tt was very easy to get caught up in 
Aimee ek ele me een ee ih 
have other people crying ‘insane’. However, even 
Pee eA heme eee mee nme) eee ee ee ce 
of mystery surrounding the idea of vampires living 
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All it takes is for a handful of people to catch 
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Words by Poppy-Jay Palmer 
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panic to return. It only takes an event like the 
Gorbals Vampire in 1954, which had Scottish 
GME ig ema en alee Cale ennin eee) yele) 
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knives, or the Highgate Vampire fram the early 
FON aime em Rem eee em 
hunters’ to go head to head, looking to one- 
jee een) ee eae ee) ple ee) nee | 
UMC) OCB ET MOAN ae ee ENN C ame oma te) en ele) 
Highgate Cemetery first. 

However, sometimes the cases aren't so 
mystical. Sometimes they are simply grotesque, 
and enough to sicken even the most active of 
imaginations. Vampires can't always be banished 
LGN Tenn Te OMe Luh RON Cement an pT 


sunlight, and they definitely don't always sparkle. 
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Vampire, but there are plenty of people who have 
ae} eN Ce) PON eee Mea cla Nom Ot em kt ame) Mela er eee) n rs 
of the supernatural being. 
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in the 1920s when two suspected vampires - the 
Vampire of Dusseldorf and the Vampire of Hanover 
Series OG lem tcc R MMOS LO) Cental mat anal enn -wacelaat 
i ptem etal H Tm e TE COeS Me) OTe a Oana Tee eM el 
IR) RIUOE OLN ABTA a MTOM OB TCO em) Com Rees Tae 
eating them. Across the pond in the United States, 
even more vampires have been causing a stir, 
like Rodetrick Ferrell and his murderous Vampire 
EVM: ceca ee eee ce eee at ea eed neat 
Com ORD Oa |e) Ceca Oy OMe) elma Oe Nn) ener eae mele eee) 
Caius Veiovis, a blood-drinking Satan worshipper 
who insisted he was a vampire and was tried and 
convicted of murdering three Hells Angels. 

With the definition of what constitutes a 
CET ON Ute OMOEA tee em nm Tee 
cea PETE AP NAS sd MeN eM Eee) Cee RO e lt) b en 
CUE omes Mel ap teem ere em en me) en nel mers toto Bs 
thing 1s for certain: when up against a vampire 
who is set to kill, there is very little you can do to 
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Highgate Vampire 


Léeation: Highgate, London, England 
Year(s): 1970s 


Highgate Cemetery in London might be famous for its status as a nature 
reserve, as Well as for the wealth of notable people buried there, but in 
the 1970s it started to get a less than favourable reputation when dead 
animals sporting neck wounds and completely drained of blood began 
appearing all over the grounds. The most popular theory to explain 
away the strange happenings was the Highgate Vampire. 

The legend started in 1969 when a group of young people, who were 
fascinated by the occult, roamed the grounds and one of its members, 
David Farrant, spent the night. He came across a grey figure, which 
he concluded was a supernatural force. Writing about his experience in 
a letter to the Hampstead and Highgate Express in February 1970, he asked if 
anyone had witnessed something similar, and several people replied. 

Author and self-proclaimed vampire hunter Sean Manchester also wrote 
to the paper, explaining that he believed the spectral being to be a king 
vampire of the undead, a Medieval nobleman who had practised black magic 
in Romania, who had been ‘brought to England in a coffin in the 1700s, buried 
and then roused by modern Satanists. He believed the right thing to do was to 
stake the body, behead it andburn the head. 

Both Farrant and Manchester believed that they could rid Highgate of its 
vampire, and the local publicity surrounding their rivalry inspired a mass 3 
Vampire hunt with a mob of vampire hunters swarming the locked cemetery ae oo 
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on Friday 13 March 19/0, despite police efforts to contro] them. rece cles arsenate in 
em aimee os 
Bite ee Peta ee Cele 
2 Pap emcee | 


a= 





Born with a rather unassuming name, Roy Gutfinski Jr was dead set on 
reCOV Dp Teame-OUU ET SLM OU ET Sas] 0) 8 a eM re mea emcee hme pre ees cee ence ee alate 
and if that alone wasn't enough to make him stand out, the rows of horn 
OF Sha ae pe) S) OLE el OM CME e)te ates ODOM A cM else MR PcdCele Ream Mt ecmel hn eB erly 
done the job. 
With a long history of violence and ties to Satanism, his first real victim 
ee Massachusetts, USA was a 16-year-old girl. As self-proclaimed vampires, Veiovis and his then 
pA eleleis eA ALAM al AOL le Oe eee OO Atte REDD ee ol 
The injury required 32 stitches. 
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44-year-old David Glasset, 58-year-old Edward Frampton and 47-year-old 
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against. Ten days after the Angels went missing, their dismembered bodies 
were found buried just outside of Pittsfield. 

Throughout the court proceedings, Velovis insisted he was innocent. 
Thanks to his distinctive appearance, a Home Depot employee took to the 
stand as a witness for the prosecution having remembered Velovis coming 
into the store to buy saws. 

Suc en leah ese eT TCM NI Late eM OU ACM Esta me) me elane re) nn amen atin 
=~). ! inn * intimidation and first-degree murder. He was given three consecutive life 
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penton Reto ent = r , ee aa = Py 2m, the jurors: “I'll see you all in hell!” 
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Real-life vempires 


s¥el Gorbals Vampire 
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ground for hundreds of primary school children on the lookout for monsters. Or 
one monster in particular: the Gorbals Vampire. 

Following the disappearance of two young boys, Glasgow schools were plagued 
by rumours that the Gorbals Vampire was to blame. Seven feet tall and with “iron 
teeth,” it was believed to haunt the grounds of Southern Necropolis. But when 
adults didn't believe stories of the vampire, hundreds of children took matters into 
eT OL POM ETOH Phe SON CM EN GAT BNT ed ELM ied CoM nT Rca nee) cae 
—= Pal NLeN eld melee Te MR CULO Omen Te Ceme TILA lccds MOEN Net MM OOM OL MMs owl Oahu 
em cw a =a finally leaving when rain began to fall. 

_— ; = ; : One of the boys present, Tam Smith, later told the BBC: “The red light and the 
| | ITSO OOM ORC MURR OCC MNP Comet OO med ha C0 ce ae OO ]t MOL ON (Ae meet et os 
~~ walking about at the back all lined in red light.” 
‘ Another, Ronnie Sanderson, said: "I was there. | was in the graveyard when | 
) EC e ean ues i we) eee Ma emis meh Unt cee elena mec Bny Come) mk cca wep Ted ody 
never believed me.” 
“ = Christians, communists and the National Union of Teachers teamed up to blame 
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and Young Persons (Harmful Publications) Act being passed in an attempt to stop it 
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: 5 | November 1996, Naomi Ruth: Queen and Richard Wendorf were 
found nid dead in their home, having been beaten to death following a home 
it Eee} The killers were Roder rick Ferrell and Howard Anderson. BU 
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. Ferrell in 2002 horror film 

* ae ‘carifiley, known z as Pyhe Vemma lan. Fike Ferrell the Clan’s 3 ld ghl od St ag 
members believed themselves to be undead and practised drinking 
ble ood as well as other vampiric rituals. 


Queen, and Wendorf's daughter, Heather, was a long-time friend of Ferrell's 


and had run away from her home in Eustis, Florida. to join the Vampire Clan, 


E After she described her home life with her parents as “hell,” Ferrell decided to 


* do’something about it. 
Having murdered Heather's parents, Ferrell and Anderson met up with 
_ anotl er cult member, Charity Keesee, and headed to Louis jana to escape 
= the le F pal ice. . However, K Keesee's family tipped: off authoet ‘ies san d the Clan was. 
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quickly caught and arrested at Baton Rouge before being extradited to Florida 
‘to stand trial for the murders. 

All four teenagers were found guilty and sentenced, with cult leader Ferrell 
receiving a life sentence without parole. At 16 years old, he became the 
United States’ youngest prisoner on death row. His crimes went on to inspire 
the 2002 horror film Vampire Clan. 
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_ocalon: Ontario, Canada ) 
Vear(s): 1960s and 1970s 
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Many serial killers have their own signature, a mark they leave on their 
victims or a particular way in which they leave the bodies. Canadian 
POOR Ce ee Leela le pe eee eNb ECC Nee lela) my Be) eL cated 
- biting the breasts of his victims - also inspired his sinister moniker: 
the Vampire Rapist. 

His first victim was a woman named Shirley Audette. She was 
found dead in her home on 3 October 1969, and although she was fully 
clothed, she had been raped and strangled, and had severe bite marks 
all over her breasts, His second target was Marielle Archambault on 23 
November. Boden had introduced himself and accompanied her home, 
DN eM pee ie mr lec) me ED Ee eM] DENT e ime ee Sete D an =e) eee ede 
tights and bra had been ripped apart, and she had been raped and her 
breasts savaged. Another two women - Jean Way on 16 January 1970 
and Elizabeth Anne Porteous on 18 May 1971 - became victims of the 
Vampire Rapist over the next two years. But Bocden’s hunt came to an 
end the day after Porteous’ death when he was arrested on suspicion of 
the murders and taken into custody, 

Nita) SUS C AUN TeM At ome Gen ces GUO] ELM P Cele) beara e Lom edna 
came when local orthodontist Gordon Swann was able prove that the 
teeth marks left on the breasts of the victims belonged to him. Swann's 
UA TGC OLE 0 OMe CIRCA ATU AM Gio a tere m-an lt Rum Cel mee cmNN TNT Ca lll 
of Elizabeth Porteous, and he received a sentence of life in prison. 
slam nic Occ Tne on AO BURL a0 od EON OMe N Ge eee ee eek ee 
odontological evidence. 


“She Was found dead in her home, and although 


she was fully clothed, she had been raped and 
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Vampires in recent history 





The Florida *°.. 
Vampire Rapist — 


———— 


Location: Brevard Go 
Year(s): 1970s and 198 
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Wayne Boden isn't the only criminal to be dubbed the Vampire Rapist. 
Some years after Boden's arrest, another came onto the scene: John 
Brennan Crutchley. 

In 1977, 25-year-old Debbora Fitzjohn went missing. As her boyfriend, 





Crutchley was heavily scrutinised and was even questioned several 
times following her disappearance. However, there was never enough 
evidence against him that could lead to a conviction. Fitzjohn’s skeletal 
remains were found in a forest by a hunter the following year, 

Though Crutchley had never been convicted for murder, FBI profiler 
Robert K Ressler insisted that he fitted the profile of a serial killer. He 
was believed to have lalled up to 30 women, but he was only ever 
convicted of one single non-fatal kidnapping and sexual assault. The 
details of the crimes were chilling. 

In Brevard County, Florida, in November 1985, a naked teenage 
pitl was found crawling along a roadside with both of her ankles 
handcuffed. After being taken to hospital by a passing truck driver, it 
was discovered that she had not only been raped but that she also had 
ligature marks on her neck from where 40 to 45 per cent of her blood 
had been drained, 

Her attacker was Critchley. He had picked her up as a hitchhiker, 
choked her unconscious, immobilised her and sexually assaulted her. 
Qnce she was unable to move, he used needles to extract her blood and 
began to drink it, telling her he was a vampire. Crutchley was arrested 
and sentenced to 25 years to life in prison. 
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‘He started to develop deranged : 2 
erolic fantasies, which spurred _ Assam 


on his Violent journey to 
becoming a serial killer’ 


Peter Kiirten, otherwise known 
a5 the Vampire of Diisseldort 


A team of dedicated police 
Meader RR Mt 
Vampire of Disseldorf in 1929 


A clipping about the V ly 
of nerd Pepe tela 

in French newspaper Le faa! 
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The Vampire ~,,__ 
of Dusseldorf . / 


Location: Dusseldorf, Germany 
Year(s): 1920s 


Famously known as the Vampire of Diisseldorf and the Dusseldorf 
Monster, Peter Kiirten wreaked havoc across the city from February to 
November 1929, Having already amassed quite a long criminal record for 
arson, petty theft, attempted murder and more, Kiirten finally decided to 
turn his skillset to killing. 

Having been subjected to abuse throughout his childhood by his 
alcoholic parents, Kurten started to display criminal tendencies tn his 
teen years, most notably attempting to drown one of his peers, and 
frequently catching, torturing and killing animals. At 13, he tured to 
bestiality when his girlfriend resisted having sex with him. By the time 
he had reached his 30s, Kiirten had developed a taste for arson and was 
subsequently arrested and imprisoned. 
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During his imprisonment he underwent severe forms of punishment, 
but it had an unusual effect. He started to develop deranged erotic 
fantasies, which spurred on his violent joumey to becoming a serial killer. 
He found that he got sexual satisfaction from murdering women, usually 
by stabbing them or slashing their throats, and ejaculating as their blood 
trickled out. Kiirten's moniker - the Vampire of Dusseldorf - was given to 
him as he occasionally drank the blood from the wounds of his victims. 

Kiirten was eventually arrested and found guilty of niné counts of 
murder and seven counts of attempted murder, although it was believed 
that he actually killed up to 30 people in total. He was sentenced to death 
by beheading in April 1931, and was executed at Klingelputz Prison in 
Cologne three months later. 





The Vampire 
of Sacramento | 
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Location: Sacramento, California, USA 
Year(s): 1970s 
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Sacramento, California, got its own murderous vampire in the 1970s in the 
MSO es TCA elise Usha om Cee TOIT me Tare mRNA TD 
murder, and he quickly moved on to eating animals raw after he had killed 
them. Following a series of delusions and other mental health issues, Chase 
ECMO Sh MDE EMU UR eet em nec h Ae Awe nee) emel en esm 
When he was released, his drugs ceased completely. Neglecting his own 
mental health, he became interested in handguns and was found screaming 
somewhere in his neighbourhood several times, covered in blood. 
Ambrose Griffin became Chase's first victim in a random drive-by 
TI NLOLOL ATE O Re he T AUTO sce OMe UK OUT RENa RUN SMA UNCON OM OP ccm en ecm a 
See iM OU ACe ee mall emcee erm ati mb me) ela bem elo are bem a 
home of David and Teresa Wallin, Chase shot the latter and raped her dead 
aea\ eco ATAON MT ee ER NLT ee eno eee Tne 
RIEU CU MEN MAO ec DOUCacVale Mn Oem OMe eM alle eee) Mca mal ecest OPM Re (Cem Ge PE ebaTemalal cy 
eame eee imental lane 
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home of Evelyn Miroth and killed her, her neighbour, her son and her infant 
nephew. He sodomised Miroth’s body and drank blood from her neck before 
SSM SDN mT IM Geek a) A ea els UNLBL OT ieee etm melee enya Smee 
brain and blood at a church that 
Cole ea enn 
Saige mer em naam seen eae 
to clean the cnme scene, and 
he was quickly caught by police 
—a 7 a thanks to all of the evidence that 
a en Wee iar one 
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The Lesbian 
Vampire Killer * 


Location: Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 
Year(s): 1980s 


Tracey Wigginton became known as the Lesbian Vampire Killer in 1989 after 
committing one of the most horrendous and bizarre crimes Australia has ever 
seen. The first alarm bell should have been the fact that Wigginton reportedly 
lived on pig and cow blood in place of eating real food. Finding that killing 
animals for their blood wasn't enough for her, Wigginton finally escalated 
her tendencies at 25 years old and decided to seek out a man to murder and 
drain. The man she fixated on was 47-year-old Edward Baldock, a council 
worker and father of four. 

Wigginton, her then-partner Lisa Ptaschinski, and two other women, Kim 
Jervis and Tracy Waugh, came across Baldock as he was walking home after 
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The Vampire 
of Hanover 
Location: 


Hanover, Germany 
Year(s): 1918-24 
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Fritz Haarmann's mug shot, 
| taken after his arrest in he | 


Completely unaffiliated with the Vampire of Dusseldorf was the Vampire 
of Hanover. Strangely, both serial killers operated in Germany around the 
same time in the 1920s, and both were believed to be vampires. 

The Vampire of Hanover, also named Fritz Haarmann, became known 
as such thanks to his preferred method of murder: biting into his victims’ 
necks and ripping out their throats. During his reign of terror, Haarmann 
got his kicks from preying mainly on boys and young men. He would 
look for boys who appeared lost or homeless, and quickly found that if 
he was kind to them, offering them food and shelter, he could easily lure 
them in and hold them captive in his home, But it gets even mere sinister 
- after biting out their throats, he would rape them and eat them. 

During a search for a 17-year-old runaway named Friedel Rothe, police 
were told that he was last seen with Haarmann. Rothe had been his 
first victim. Police raided Haarmann’s Cellerstrafse apartment and found 
him assaulting a 13-year-old boy, and he was subsequently taken in for 
questioning. Haarmann later informed police that at the time of the 
search, the head of Friedel Rothe was wrapped in newspaper and hidden 
behind the stove. 

Between 1918 and 1924, Haarmann murdered almost three dozen 
people. He was tried for the murders of 27 boys and young men, and 
found guilty of 24 of them. 
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he ee Er victim, Edwar 
ae the banks of Brisbane a 
Bog cis stabbing him 27 times 


a might of drinking 
with friends, After 
driving up to him 
and leading him SS 
to a park on the banks of the Brisbane River, Wigginton took 
outa knife and stabbed him 27 times, almost completely decapitating him. 
Following their arrest in 199], Wigginton was the only one of the four to 
plead euilty in court. The group revealed that they had vampiric tendencies, 
and the jury was shocked to learn that Ptaschinsla had slit her own wrists 


before so that Wigginton could drink her blood hke a vampire. 

Wigginton was convicted of murder and sentenced to life in prison, but her 
violent streak didn't end there - in 2006, she assaulted an inmate and pnson 
fuard. After two parole applications, Wigginton was finally released from 
prison in 2012, 
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Vampires rose to literary prominence 
thanks to 19th-century European writers 
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Vampires in popular culture 





Six years in the making, Bram Stoker's gothic-horror 
novel has endured primarily because it's an exciting 
yarn well told, with an unforgettable villain 


Words by Martyn Conterio 


W ow suitably gothic tt would be if the 
supposed origins of Orecula (897) came 
ae to the author in a lund dream. Whatever 

| I the correct version, be it son Noel Stoker's 
a sugeestion his father ate too much crab 


il 





meat for supper, which led to an intense nightmare; 


a scenario hinged on an old wives’ tale: or the 
direct information gleaned from Stoker's notes. 

If a nightmare was indeed the root cause, it was 
mote clearly pnmal and sexual in impulse and 
origin. Stoker began his novel's development with 
snatches of imagery and dialogue, as if indeed half 
remembered from a twisted reverie. In March 1890, 
Stoker jotted down: "Young man goes out - sees girl 
one tries - to kiss him not on the lips but throat. 
Old Count interferes - rage and fury diabolical ... 
This man belongs to me I want him." Six days later, 
he writes again: “Loneliness, the Kiss this man 
belongs to me" 

The dream - if it was a dream at all - found tts 
Way into the book as one of its most intensely 
erotic and freaky scenes. In other words, the 
original impetus was not discarded as Stoker set 
about writing. It remained. Solicitor Jonathan 


Harker, whe has travelled abroad to oversee the sale 
of homes to a foreign prince from a land far away, 
is Warned aff venturing around Castle Dracula, 

as parts of it are structurally dangerous (though 
we know, too, it's Dracula's way of ensuring the 
Brit doesn't see anything too weird). Harker finds 
himself falling asleep in a room, awakening to 
find three women with red eyes, fangs and ruby 
lips staring intently at him, whispering among 
themselves, “There are kisses for us all? one of 
them says, directly drawing us back to Stoker's 
Initial inspiration, Harker 1s powerless, caueht in 
what he calls a “dreamy fear” somewhere between 
repulsed and turned on by the spectacle of three 
animalistic but deeply attractive female vampires 
before him. Then, all of a sudden, Count Dracula 
bursts into the room, angry as hell because “this 
man belongs to me!” 

Published in the summer of 1897 by Archibald 
Constable & Company, Oracui? was not an 
immediate success, though tt did earn favourable 
reviews. Slowly, the vampire's journey as an iconic 
figure in popular culture began, built up over 
the years and undoubtedly helped by the 1920s’ 
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Vampires in popular culture 


Dracula fever in Whitby 


The North Yorkshire fishing village entered literary 
history when Stoker chose it to appear in his novel 


Whitby, North Yorkshire is 
SIGINT ee eee Lec 
EL meee Mf [atl necator eb 


sateen AR 


moorland backdrop, ruined 
?th-century abbey atop a cliff, 
nestled houses, quaint cobbled 
streets and grey sea stretching 
TUS EMO s ne eee) lee 
‘gothic’ to all visitors. As a setting 
for a horror novel it feels perfect. 
It is at Whitby where foul Dracula 
makes landfall and begins to target 
Aa ecg ee ae 

his wicked scheming. The author 


PWN Ce eee 
North Yorkshire will forever 
eRe ela tla 


liked to spend time at St Mary's 

ate ene AL 
for potential characters from the 
headstones. One, Ann Swales, 


eee esd ae ee ee | ae 


He also used local news and recent 
events for his book, specifically the 
notorious 1885 shipwreck off the 
beach at Whitby, a Russian vessel 
named Omitry, Omuitry became 
ehost ship Demeter. 

Stoker holidayed in the fishing 
PET em eee ae ee eran 
EMME mca ect dee) ee 
STUN ee Le 


once run a circus in the village. 
Stoker stayed at a guesthouse at 

6 Royal Crescent. Alone for a week, 
waiting for his wife and son to join 
MAEM een mc 
talk to locals, soak up the place and 
research his fermenting novel. The 
Corer e eae l Oe Cds 

Pate ADEE eee melee 
noting the places where he stayed 
and visited, with Whitby today a 

ae n=) a] ee 
News|) c= Mls) bel ee ne eat a 
seme) gla) ge ee eee 


sleepy village. 





theatre adaptations in the West End and Broadway, 
then a 1931 Universal Horror movie directed by 
Tod Browning and starring Bela Lugosi, and then 
countless vampire-themed films in its wake, 
Including the Hammer Pictures cycle starmne 
Christopher Lee. You might never have read the 
book nor seen a movie or stage play, but you will 
have heard the name Count Dracula: you'll know 
he is a varnpire, hates garlic, casts no reflection in 
mirrors, sucks the blood of the living and dies by 
having a stake thrust into his heart (though that's 
not how hes killed off in the novel). 

Abraham Stoker was born on & November 18447 
In Dublin. He went on to study at Trinity College, 
Dublin, and worked for a time as a theatre critic al 
the Dublin Evening Mar (coincidentally owned, in 
part, by Cannilla author Joseph Thomas Sheridan 
Le Fanu, Carnilfia having had a huge impact 
on Stoker's own vamptre tale). By 1678, newly 
martied Stoker and his wife. Florence Balcombe 
(Oscar Wilde's &x), moved across the Insh Sea to 
London, England, where Bram took up a position 
as business and theatre manager at the Lyceum 
Theatre. He lived in Chelsea, at 18 St Leonard's 
Terrace and later at 27 Cheyne Walk. Despite very 
long hours answering to the beck and call of his 
employer, the actor Henry Irving, Stoker found 
Time to write reviews for the Oar/y Teflesnanh, write 
numerous short stones, and work on his novels 
(Dracula was not his first). Stoker's lite was so jam- 
packed, it’s a wonder that he found any time at all 
to write. While the writer did not spend seven years 
writing the novel, he most certainly began planning 
it in 1890, and it was finally published in 1897, 

It 1s for certain the author intended the epistolary 
format for the novel from the get-go, Although a 
style popularised by Wilkie Collins’ The Woman 
In Witte (1859), as Dracula is a work of gothic 
imagination, even if it arrived way past the original 
pothic-horror boom, the book harks back further 
in time and in spirit, to Horace Walpole'’s The 
Castle of Ofranto (1764), a worl of make-believe 
passing itself off as being translated from an old 
Italian text, forming a literary double deception. 
Stoker's novel follows suit because it crafts a 
story from entirely fictitious 
penned - journals, newspaper reports, dlanes and 
memorandums, all collected as an account of 


though realistically 


something extraordinary having occurred in cur 
secularised, post-Enlightenment world - a rapidly 
changing world, a world of globalised capitalism 
and scientific advancements, where not even 
rechnological marvels can stop supernatural forces 
such as vampirism. In a way, as the novel exists 

at a meeting point between the Victorian era 

and modem times, Stoker tapped into a vein of 
horror literature whereupon human characters are 
sTounded in an everyday world, and faced with an 





inexplicable force, which seems preposterous, but 
therein lies its dreaded power. The literary effect of 
the epistolary format is akin to 21st-century found- 
footage horror Movies, where shoddy camera work, 
snot-nosed characters crying into the lens, and 
abandoned tapes discovered by chance 
achieve an illusion of realism, even 
though surrounded or spurred on 
by fantastical events. As with 

the epistolary style, found- 

footage lends itself very well 

to the creation of suspense 
through its aesthetic means, As 
Dracula the novel so focused on 
the latest ideas in anthropology, 
evolution, psychoanalysis, criminology, 
xenophobia and politics, Dracula's sub- 
textual engines are fiery and potent to this day. 
Written in the fin de siecle period, much of Dracula 
feels modern even now, as well as brilhantly 
highhehting humankind's consuming primal urges 
and drives, here masked beneath Victorian prudery 
and hypocritical morality. Count Dracula is an 
undeniably sexual entity and force so formidable 
and dangerous, representing the id unleashed. Read 
it however you like - as a sex-obsessed armchair 
Freudian, understanding it as a Christian morality 
tale or examining its political and racial xenophobic 
traits, Onacuia equally worlcs as a cracking horror 
yarn full of atmosphere, action and adventure. 

With his day job at the Lyceurn taking up the 
vast majority of his time, Stoker's Dracula took 
close to a decade to be published. Neither was 
Stoker's research particularly scholarly, despite his 
university education at Trinity College, Dublin. He 
never undertook a trip to Transylvania, though he 
knew London intimately and holidayed in Whitby. 
In total, he compiled 124 pages of notes and a plot 
outline that more or less stayed the sare from 
initial conception to finish. The holiday in Whitby 
proved to be especially important, while some 
scholars believe he was inspired by Slains Castle 
in Aberdeenshire, where he holidayed yearly. The 
development of the book took interesting turns. 
Count Dracula was originally Count Wampyrt. 

The iconic character, Abraham Van Helsing, was 
initially three separate people: a detective, a psychic 
research agent and a professor. As with Le Fanu's 
Carmilla, Stoker initially envisaged setting his story 
in Austrian Styria, but ventured further east into 
the Carpathian Mountains and Transylvania, and 
as with Whitby, forever cementing these places in 
literary history, 

At a table in Whitby library, he scribbled down 
parts irom Accoynt of the Prncipanties of Wallachia 
and Moldavia, and this is where we know he came 
across the name Dracula. The author of the tome 
translated ‘Dracula’ as ‘devil, but it can also mean 


ee, new - and based - his vampire aristocrat 






Horror’s ultimate monster 


dragon’ deriving from the Romanian ‘drac’ with 
its origins in the Latin ‘draco’. This fortuitous bit 
of research fired off something in Stoker's mind, 
as he made a note of the name and, decades later, 
began an academic argument as to whether he 


ts. on Vlad Tepes. Other works Stoker 
» took from during his years of 
® research included Transylvanian 





Superstitions, a work on 
Transylvanian geography and 
customs, Round About the 
= Carpathians, Book of Were-wolves, 
| : Y = Baedecker’s Southern Gern Mary anid 
wl Austria, and he made visits to the 
reading room at the British Library. 
housed then at the British Museum in 
London, where items on Vlad Tepes were certainly 
available, such as the 1491 Bamberg propaganda 
pamphlet with woodcut print of Vlad and caption: 
‘A wondrous and frightening story about a great 
loodthirsty berserker called Dracula who inflicted 


such un-Christian tortures such as with stakes and eee Sea SL 
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“DO Much of Dracula feels modern even now, as well as brilliantly 
highlighting humankind’s consuming primal urges and drives, 
here masked beneath Victorian prudery and hypocritical morality” 





also dragged men to death along the ground.” 


Stoker's employer, actor Sir 
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| partly inspired Count Dracula 
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There is scant evidence in Stoker's research crossed the Danube and beat the Turk on his own 
notes that the writer of Dracula knew much at eround? This was a Dracula indeed!" 
all about Vlad Il], the Wallachian warlord, who Then there's the ‘fact’ stated in the book that 
fought against the Ottoman Empire and earned his Count Dracula tells us he 1s a boyar and a Szekely 
nickname ‘The Impaler by driving large wooden - descendants of Attila the Hun, when Vlad 
Stakes through his enemies and leaving Tepes was Wallachian, the boyars his enemy - he 
them to rot on the field of battle. _— Pes Me, instigated purges against them and hailed 
let alone based his character on a a from the Basarab family. Castle Dracula, 
him. it might also explain the i N too, is located at the Borgo Pass 
historical inconsistencies in é Bray q and so nowhere near the castles 
Count Dracula's backstory, aS eee | = | associated with Vlad the Impaler. 
gleaned from early scenes with | Egat fant pe es ! Conclusive proof might he slim, 
Jonathan Harker, where he | ae diffe ra Gi icsre 2a 7 leading researchers to pull from 


recounts his family’s illustrious ¥ pete indt Olean aL (ejate y the text itself evidence Stoker knew 





heritage, Was Stoker talling ¥ . about Vlad the Impaler, but none 
about Vlad the Impaler or his a | y of these gaps or inconveniences has 
father? “Who more gladly than we “stopped the association from thriving. 
throughout the Four Nations received the The 1992 blockbuster adaptation directed 
‘bloody sword, or atits warlike call flocked quicker by Francis Ford Coppola, starring Gary Oldman, 
to the standard of the king? When was redeemed Winona Ryder and Anthony Hopkins, explicitly 
that great shame of my nation, the shame of marmed together real history and the devilish count 
— a ee Cassova, when the flags of the Wallach and the by starting the lm with Vlad Tepes denouncing 
A blue plaque marking Bram re aieepy. ae * oS | Magyar went down beneath the Crescent? Who God and becoming cursed. After a battle, the Turks 
Cee mie Tee om oh . air oe prs pect sai : = : ae , 
neighbourhood of London was it but one of my own race who as Voivode despatch a message (by arrow) into Dracula's castle, 
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Bram Stoker was influenced by a range of things; famous novels, the latest 
developments in science and the feminist mov net 


WOMAN IN WHITE, 


% Novel. 


AY WILEIE COLLINS, 


ares 2 oe 
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TRANSYLVANIA: 


CARMILLA ITS PRODUCTS 

Sheridan Le Fanu’s Carmilia (1871-72) provided Bram AND ITS PEOPLE THE WOMAN IN WHITE 

lee mde Belem Vr UL eee) | el ed etta siecle ny Detar h a emt Ae Me eee Sama me ee eee 
James L Campbell Sr as “attack, death-resurrection eastern Europe, needed to be researched by Stoker. A ecm eee a lee Le te) eet ee 

and hunt-destruction.” They also share a first-person key text he read was Charles Boner’s Transyivania (1865). ea ee Mee eel ee cape ee ee ae 
DETERS e SBC LL aS CeL Ue) a a eee ee ele RAL ELC 8] aire) B Ls) Tees )e1ce) arms een eM tM elMe eles) Rae [ae ct 
Le ee Ue |e) ele ne ee ae ele 9 crafted great deals of suspense from this literary device. 
perspectives, along with the vampire's seduction of his gai ate Mey stg a gee state) Mle M latte Bete) tela fa Collins and Stoker knew each other from the days when 
chief victim, the dreamlike reality of certain scenes and the region's geography and its arcane customs, bringing the Theatre Royal produced a stage adaptation of The 
ae eT ee tee eee Pee CoRR hee ae ee ere eine 
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Horror’s ultimate monster 
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Stoker's conception of the evil Count Dracula. Italian 
Hale) feos] ee ete -W re dare ete) 
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novel, he's referenced by Mina Harker: “The Count is a 
criminal and of the criminal type. Nordau and Lombroso 
would so classify him.” 
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THE NEW WOMAN 
ene pm CO eel ys a 
Pewee em UME et sla ee 
representative of the 1890s’ New Woman figure, while 
Lucy Westenra’s sexual frankness and promiscuity 
shows the downside, Mina also takes an active part in 
uel te eae Teele eee Ded 
vampire hunters make sense of Dracula's scheme. Stoker 
ote HHT teae AE comes 0 oA ee me ee 
the fates of Mina and Lucy. 








heen created based on the 
slimmest of associations 
between Dracula and Vlad" 


informing his bride that he was killed, forcing her 
into a grie-fuelled act of suicide. Count Dracula 
chucks his mighty sword into a giant stone cross, 
which then streams blood, from which he drinks a 
cup. He 1s forever in union with Satan and becomes 
nosferatu, It’s a terniic piece of inventive backstory 
for the character, turning the novel's evil monster 
into a Romantic-type figure of sympathy, dooming 
himself for eternity out of love and anger. Perhaps 
the most blatant attempt to wed fact to fiction is 
another film, Dracula Untold (2014), which went all 
Out to feature the historical Vlad Tepes in a newly 
formed plot exploring how he became undead. 

The link between Tepes and Dracula 15 so strong 
and unstoppable, it feels almost immaterial as to 
whether Stoker knew much about the medieval 
ruler at all. A whole tourist industry has been 
created based on the slimmest of associations 
between Dracula and Vlacl the Impaler, ones that 
shall probably always remain, no matter how 
fanciful or bogus. One castle in Romania, Bran 
Castle, 1s today touted as Dracula's Castle, using 
the ‘Dracula’ name to tie in with the Stoker novel 
and as if the fictional Castle Dracula is based 
on - or is - Bran Castle. All we can say for sure is 
Stoker knew of a voivode (war leader) who styled 
himself ‘Dracula’, and Vlad Tepes (and his father, 
Vlad Il} was known as Dracula, having taken 
up membership of the Order of the Dragon, a 
monarchical group for European nohility devoted 
to defending European (read: ‘Christian lands 
Irom incursions Dy Turks. From this, they styhsec 
themselves ‘Dracul’ 

But that doesn’t make Count Dracula Vlad Tepes. 
some fans and researchers still mad-keen to marry 
the fictional vampire with Vlad [I] have pointed 
to Stoker's acquaintance with Hungarian histonan 
Armin Vambeéry, who - they claim - filled in the 
writer with all the details pertaining to Vlad the 
Impaler, However, there 1s no record of any such 
conversation in either diary or research note form. 
They met on two occasions only. Again, supporters 
of the theory tum to the text for verification. “As I 
learned from the researches of my friend Arminius 
of Buda-Pesth, he was in hfe a most wonderful 
man.” However, why would Stoker have left out 
such a deliciously gory detail about Vlad's penchant 
for stakes - especially given the association with 
vampires - if he'd known about it? What Stoker's 
notes reveal Was a man who had very limited time 
to research his book. And the piecemeal, restricted 
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Bram Stoker was born 
Meee eat, 
Crescent, Clontarf, 
Dublin, in 18-47 
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Mrs Stoker versus Nosferatu 


After infringing upon copynight laws, the first great horror film 
was almost lost, when a court ordered all prints destroyed 


FW Murnau’s Nosferatu: A 
ee eles) ee eee eb ee 
EM ee ee eae p ele 
at adapting Bram Stoker's novel, 
Dracula, for the big screen, The 
German director and his team 
gels de eee ae Ln 
simply changing the names of 
Rear ee eee ae pe) 
became Count Orlok, Mina Murray 
became Nina, Jonathan Harker was 
renamed Hutter, and Renfield was 
Weslo eR Ane aU en mee 
the cash to gain filming nights, The 
FGA OMe eRe ee ATLL ee ae 
London in favour of locations in 


northem Germany. But the arc and 
general spine of the story remained 
Martie ean ees ree 
aristocratic vampire descends upon 
ii CM SIME Te ee RIE CeCe] nite Bal 
malefic influence. 

The film was partly influenced, 
too, by set designer and producer 
Albin Grau's experiences as a soldier 
cies} aCe] gt ce gel ee) eee a Lee 
War |. Grau described in magazine 
Buhne und Film (921), where he 
Mla =e eee 
get OREM oe gee ee 
peasant told him vampires were real 
and the region = the Balkans = had 


been “pursued and tormented by 
those monsters forever,” before the 
man theatrically made the sign of 
ii aes 

One person who took a keen 
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for copyright infringement - and 
won her case. When Prana Film 
Tee Pe] eee ee |e 
Gare eMC eee 
courts ordered all copies of the film 
destroyed. Despite this court order, 
prints of Nosferatu were saved and 
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Max Schrek in F W Murnau's iconic silent 


movie Nosferatu. The filmmaker was 
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timeframes in between the hectic demands of his 
day jobs highlight this. 

It is rather ironic that the most famous vampire 
In hterary history and pop culture does not meet 
his end in what has become ‘traditional’ fashion: 
the wooden stake hammered into the heart. Mina 
Harker's journal entry records the King-Varnpire's 
end at Castle Dracula, with Stoker's crafting 
memorable imagery for the exciting climax of 
Bie novel, such as this vivid aftermath detail: 

‘Castle Dracula now stood out against the red sky, 
and every stone of tts broken battlements was 
articulated against the light of the setting sun.” 

Dracula meets his end by knife. More specifically, 
two knives. "But, on the instant, came the sweep 
and flash of Jonathan's great knife. I shrieked as 1 
saw it shear through the throat; whilst at the same 
moment Mr. Morris's bowie knife plunged into the 
heart.” This double action was ‘like a miracle; but 
before our very eyes, and almost in the drawing 
of a breath, the whole body crumbled into dust 
and passed from our sight” While Dracula's violent 
fate 1s untraditional, the deaths of the female 
vampires - Lucy Westenra and the ‘weird sisters’ - 
are what readers and filmegoers would understand 
as keeping in line with genre expectations. In the 
final pages of the novel, Van Helsing searches the 
castle for the three female vampires, taking with 
him a blacksmiths hammer, and sets about his 
“wild worl.” As with the scene featuring undead 
Lucy in the crypt, the writing is intrinsically fused 
with erotic sensibilities. Literature’s most famous 
vampire hunter, upon finding the brides’ graves in 
the old chapel, describes querulous feelings in his 
memorandum as: “She was so fair to look on, so 
rachantly beauntul, so exquisitely voluptuous, that 
the very instinct of man in me, which calls some of 
my sex to love and to protect one of hers, made my 
head whirl with new emotion." 

Stoker's contribution to vampire literature is 
both in keeping with rich and varied folklore and 
the presentation of his own set of revisions and 
innovations. One of the most startling of all is that 
Dracula - in the novel - can walk around in the 
daylight, though with weakened abilities. He can 
make himself look younger too, When he ts killed, 
the body crumbles to dust. He doesn't like mirrors, 
Can appear as mist, casts no shadow, has the ability 
to turn others into vampires, and is repelled by 
garlic and crucifixes. 

Two books in particular had a great bearing on 
how vampires operate in his novel, one of them 
perhaps s 
folkloric creature entirely; the werewolf. One of 


SUTprising, as it was based on another 


Dracula's traits involves the ability to control 
animals and shape-shift, and he does so on several 
occasions, most notably setting a shore at Whitby 
in the guise of a great black dog. Two pages of 





Horror’s ultimate monster 











































notes were taken from 5 Baring-Gould’s Book af ? ——— 
MWere-wo/ves #65), a work that inspired Stolcer Dracula S cation 
W with one of the novel's most iconic lines: “Listen to 


-ialeal Reva of vensapoaen tees indenesmemaned oad rl arin O Caras he ene for SMe 


“eTeen taper with blue flame” gave Stoker another ’ : 
z P mes nee a Draculo’s Guest, published as ashort — First of all, the tale doesn't fit the 
memorabie Visual idea for the book. The writer 


iy story in 1914, is fantastically eerie first-person narrative voice of the 
penned: “mem. Green taper with blue flame in and full of memorable imagery. It book and, secondly, the nameless 


Count’s house,” which found its way into the story Pt ” edhe SUSE ea i a ese be 
ar or i = ery r ee | epee = a u . | oF ' 
oSiun pte Mgr OC Cee A cele ede re WEISER Ml mae ee 


; Jonathan Harker makes his journey to Castle : 
as Jonathan Harker makes his journey to Castle TRC each eae aR ape one Stee ea PKC an 


Dracula at night in the carriage driven by the count . thd Ae ME CR em cMaslitesit te Miche eel men eed 
diseuised as a coach driver: sudgenly. away on Our a ieee lay AAPL De Nome Sect ia a ey gta eee) ee 
left, | saw a faint flickering bhie flame! gt i, See eel Cel el ee sie idee | ea 


about its superficial similarities Tues rm le (nee) ee 


Transylvanian Superstitions (1885) by Emily | | ae 
seri pier ( iy $ oe Meee ee me ee Da) journey from a demarcation point in 


Gerard led Stoker to ditch the Carriia-style | : | ot ie > a) e re Ce |e ee Ue ot ee mn COM aN Man ee) gen 
Austrian Styria setting in favour of Transylvania, ~ a 7 — ell esc mele ae elle and unknown eastern provinces. 
having been impressed by Gerard's writings on , sh aes ele coma oe am roe Rate destinies 


he rich abundan F folkloric creatures - from while Stoker might well have initially journal entry: “Left Munich at & 
Ene TiC abundance OF POUIOTIC CTeAlUres — TOT) 


Tis yA tee ee p.m, on 1st May. arriving at Vienna 
: ot a vin Elect Dracula's Guest appeared i 
goblins to witches and everything in between. in a sbort story collection - the stery as published begins early the next morning.” There is 


“Transylvania might well be termed the land of published two years after er CR Ea zero mention of his troubled time in 
ite ee fn AL=v meee em ee i me the German city. 


superstition, for nowhere else does this cunous 
crooked plant of delusion flourish as persistently 
and in such bewildering variety,” the author wrote, 
with more than a hint of western intellectual 
superiority. But the move inte regions of unknown 
truly provided Stoker with the thematic : 
contrast he needed and from it y 
recerved, As Dracula tells Jonathan a 
Harker: “We are in Transylvania; i 
and Transylvaniaisnot England. | 
Qur ways are not your ways, ! 
and there shall be to you many | 
strange things.” | 
The title change to Dracula was ¥ 


arrived upon at the last minute. a Se a es eae RCT te 5 er ageags 
As per Stoker's notes, we know he “= _ B RAM, Ss | i OK E [ : 
dithered about naming his book either The . | eee: | . 


Undead or fhe Dead Undead ccstepise ot which isa B ORN 8th. N OY. l 8 4 7 
particular prabber. The contract signed and dated ) DIED 2©O th. | APL. ] 2 ] 92 


420 May 1897 mentions The Un-Dead Somebody, =k a 
AND HIS SON 


whether it's the publisher or Stoker himself, 
decided the original title choices were too nebulous | NOEL THORN LEY STOKE TD), 
and weak compared to Oracula. Of course, Dracula PON a | . : aA. ; ~ *, 
did not have the recognition it does today, burt it 15 | | DIED 1S th S EPT. [9 6! L | 


far more mysterious. Whoever decided to change 
the title is a hero, for the selection proved a very 
slart move, one that resonates to this very day. 
We might never willingly invite the blood-drinking 
monster into our homes, but Count Dracula is a 
household name. 


“The move into regions of 
unknown truly provided Stoker 
with the thematic contrast he (ee essen 


eu Stoker's reall aera aes 


needed and {rom it received”  EBReaceaarexesseesesssorerees 
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Vampires rose to literary prominence thanks to 
19th-century European writers. Since the 1800s, they have 
proven to be an enduring, malleable creature of nightmare 


Words by Martyn Conterio 


t all comes down to blood. Who wants it 

and who has it. As Orgeuia's poor, mad 

Renfield cried out in Doctor Seward's 

asylum: “The blood is the life! The blood 

is the life!’ While the cramatical effect of 

herror literature is often described as having a 
biological outcome - making the reader's ‘blood 
mun cald' - it courses through our veins sticky and 
warm. Yet the vampire has little use for cold blood; 
it would tum his or her stomach, putting them off 
a good meal. Neither can the varnpire sup from 


the dead, as coagulated blood offers no sustenance. 


For when vampires feast, a victim willingly 

or unknowinely succumbing to the leech-like 
monster's demands and eluttonous appetite, the 
blood must gush, stream, spray, explode, shower, 
Tun river-ttee from neck puncture wounds, gaping 
slash marks, decapitations, limh tears. Then, the 
eluttonous fiend can drink with abandon. And as 
the revenanit is sated and revived by nocturnal 
violent assault against the living, said human's life 
force ebbs away, the skin grows pallid, all energy 


saps, death is met. Some might transform and live 
on as nosteratu. 

There exist vampire myths from all comers of the 
world, Where this multicultural belief or foundation 
comes from, nobody really knows. But they fed inte 
literature, down the centuries. Bloodthirsty ‘edimmu 
from ancient Assyria and Babylon haunted the living 
and drew energy from them. In India, the ‘vetala’ 
was a blood-sucking old crone. In Malaysia, where 
the vampinc monsters were exclusively female, 
they were also described as beautiful and alluring. 

‘rom ancient tales, folkloric traditions, 18th-century 
Eastern European investigations into supposedly 
real-life cases, 19th- century literature and onward, 
the vampire has been interpreted in numerous 
ways, but with the advent of psychoanalysis, 
Vampire mythology entered the dark territory of 
the human psyche, breaking away from folkloric or 
overt religious readings, whereupon they generally 
reflected our deepest, darkest existential fears 
surrounding morality and the eternal battle between 
good and evil. 

















Vampires in popular culture 


In Victorian times, once writers began to infer 
sexual symbolism and themes into proceedings, 
vampirism began to reflect more and more upon 
carnal pleasures and fixations, While the vampire 
1S like an elemental force of supernatural terror, 
1ts eneTgy 1s often very sexual. Jonathan Harker's 
deeply erotic encounter with the brides of Dracula 
is one of the sexiest in all of literature. “All three 
had brilliant white teeth that shone like pearls 
against the ruby of their voluptuous lips. 

There was something about them that ww 
made me uneasy, some longing i 
and at the same time some 





deadly fear. Ifelttinmyhearta jf 
wicked, burning desire,” Stoleer ieee 
described Harker’s complicated | 
emotional response. In Carrulla ' 


(1871), Sheridan Le Fanu ce lat 
proffered the theme of same- Ten 


sex attraction and ventured into 


even More transgressive territory: a 


Incest. How did the vampire become the 
preeminent gothic monster of literary imagination? 
The answer 15 simple: sex, sex, sex! 

The Vaitipire transeresses the laws of nature, 
breaks taboos and sacrilegiously debases the 
sanctity of the body and the belief that there is 
everlasting peace in the afterlife. The apex predator 
remains immortal but is damned, reviled, shunned. 
A monstet to be feared, but it is also vulnerable 
and can be destroyed via a host of methods. World 
culture 1s filled with vampiric creatures - the 
atray of variations, types, versions and forms is 
positively dizzying, though all share the same chief 
characteristic: they are supernatural beings and 
drink blood, While 2Oth-century film standardised 
Vampires into a set of more or less strict criteria 
and scenarios, Hollywood directly nffing on 
Count Dracula or arthouse, and Eurotrash cinema 
preferring the erotic possibilities afforded by 


The Twilight novels by Stephenie Meyer 
were a publishing and film sensation. The 
vampire figure was no longer a demonic 
threat but a romantic hero 


l06 





lesbian-themed Carmiia, attempting to assign key 
characteristics and traits in literature - and indeed 
follorie culture - isn't so easy. In other words, not 
all vampires wear capes. And as there is more than 
one way to skin a rabbit, there are hundreds of 
ways to despatch a vampire. 

Vampire fiction took off like a tocket in 
Europe in the 19th century due to the previous 
entury's philosophical debates, spurred by post 

Enlightenment thinkers dealing with reported 
Mee cases of vampirism in the Balkans and the 
™ furthest reaches of Eastern Europe, at 
% the time an unknowable land so far 
. off the map it was terra incognita to 

those ereat brains frequenting the 


la gee 
a salons of London and Pans. For 
the high-minded likes of writers 
eae such as Voltaire, talk of vampires 


as areal and definite phenomenon 
was downright absurd, more the 


= product of overactive imaginations than 


ontological fact. lenorance of bodily decay and 
local superstifions caused an outbreak of vampire 
fever in l&th-century backwaters. Religious schisms 
in Europe also provided a sort of curtain or veil 
between west and east, with the Greek Orthodox 
church spurring on beliefs in the blood-drinking 
undead with pontifications on what happens to 
the bodies of the ex-commuinicated after their 
owners are deceased. The cadre of the damned 
Included suicides, apostates and the unbaptised. 
These teachings were ahen to the Roman Catholic 
Church, which was largely obsessed with witches 
and other types of heretic. Yet western priests and 


Cee Pee er oe) el lee oe oe 
(1614-1873) made a hugely important 
SHG e eR Leeman 





monks such as Antoine Augustin Calmet produced 
Treatise on fhe Apparitions of Spirits and on Vanipires 
or Revenants of Hungary Moravia, et alin 1751. 

AS many educated artists were au fait with 
Greek mythology, figures such as the lamia -a 
succubus with the ability to shape-shift - served 
as inspirations. The lamia/succubus also helped 
form the femme fatale archetype, which, like 


“The vampire transgresses the laws of nature, breaks taboos and 


sacrilegiously debases the sanclily of the body and the belief that 
there is everlasting peace in the afterlife” 


PRB mi er Melted 


ewe L ie! 

Biz things have on foe Published in 1819, The 
Vampyr is in fact a short story (and something of an 
urtext for the aristocratic- 
a) teelecitla mer te nee | 
vampire fiction), but its 
influence on the genre 

Ee eer eee bs 
Pee esr ene 

plot involves a young 
mae = 
Aubrey, who travels 
Europe with friend Lord 
Cnn eee 
Out, is a vampire 


YAM P ¥ BR; 


@ Cale. 


Carmilla 

Sheridan Le Fanu's 16-chapter novella was first 
eee ee ee eee cee 
iLL el ed oe ee eee ee) Old iL 
em cela MA eee nee ae Peele ee ae 
other more modern texts, it introduced lesbianism 
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first vampire 
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the vampire, eroticised horror literature, uniting 
repression and desire, sex and death, love and 
repulsion, dream and nightmare. Romantic poet 
Robert Southey's epic, Thalaha fhe Destroyer (1801), 
featured a female vampire taking the guise of the 
hero's lover, and takes its place in history as among 
the very first vampiric visions to appear in the 
English language. 

“And o'er the chamber of the tomb 

There spread a lurid light 

Oneiza stood before them. It was She, - 

Her very lineaments,-and such as death 

Had changed them, hvid cheeks, and lips of blue: 

But in her eyes there dwelt 

Brightness more terrible 

Thani all the loathsomeness of death” 
Vampire fiction as a distinct penre only begins 
proper with John Polidon's The Varippre (1819) 
a work originally attributed to Lord Byron, the 
controversial noble and popular poet, who was 
said to be in love with his sister and whose 
adventures abroad scandalised polite society. Byron 
positively loathed the attnbution and was offended 
when people claimed it the best thing hed ever 
written. The Vanipyre established what becarne 
known in literary studies - thanks to Sir 
Christopher Frayling’s excellent work 
in this field - as the Satanic Lord, 
a sort of literary extension of i 
real-life monsters such as Gilles i 
de Rais or Elizabeth Bathory, 
aristocrats w Hose: C CTIMes 
echoed down the centuries. The } 3 
Satanic Lord south is the most q 
enduring type in pop culture, 7 
certainly in cinema, and Polidori’s | 
story had a major influence on all other 
works that followed on. 

The success of Tbe Vampyre produced a boom 
In Varlipire stories across Western Europe, many 






| : 
have | noniilar iterat 


Vamptres in literature 


“The Satanic Lord vampire is the most enduring type in pop culture, 
certainly in cinema, and Polidori's story had a major influence on 


all other works that followed on 


pale imitations of Polidori’s, but which helped 
establish the creature in the public's imagination, 

a popularity that has lasted for nearly 200 years 
and will no doubt continue unabated. While writers 
in the West focused on the Satanic Lord and then 
the femme fatale variation (springing from the 
Greek myth of the lama}, Russian writers, such 
as Nikolai Gogol (The Viy 1535) and Alexis Tolstoy 
(The Vampire 1841 and The Family of the Vourdalak, 
1839) were hugely inspired by folkloric/peasant 
tradition and beliefs when writing their unique 
additions to vampire fiction lore, reflecting the great 
differences between Wester and Eastern European 
approaches toa the blood-sucking monster, The Viv 
involves a young student and a fair maiien cursed 
by vampinsm, while fhe Farnily of the Vourdalak 
sees an aristocrat besieged by a family of the 
undead making his escape at the story's climax on 
horseback with the vampires hot on his heels. The 


eee _—s i iS. also noted for following a very early 


= gothic literary tradition of falsifying 

® information. Horace Walpole’s The 

& Castle of Ofranto (1/64) was said 

i to be a translation of a surviving 
tahan text, only it wasn't at all. 
Ee presented the mythic, 

the 

: king of the gnomes, with its iron 

, face and eyelashes that droop - in a 

similar vein. There was no Ukrainian 

~ folkloric myth of the Viv. Gogal had 

made it up, fhe Viv is an example of how 


Tightening creature Viy 


open and mchly vaned Eastern European takes on 
Valllpiism were compared to those in the West. 


Anne Rice reinvigorated vampire fiction 
with her 1976 novel Inferview with the 
Vampire, which then spawned a series 





Among thousands of vampire novels, some achieved global success 


for their innovations and became classics 
Perit 
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Dracula 

Like Le Fanu, fellow trishiman Bram Stoker penned 
what turned out to be a landmark moment in vampire 
literature, one which ensured - arguably above all 
ede ioe Oger Cee enh Om Meta oem amma ee 
ect Ne eee 

EMR ans cos, 

instantly recognisable 

and iconic as dastardly 
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published in 1897, 
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Bothic, Stoker's novel's 

influence is truly seismic. | 
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Anne Rice launched her best-selling The Vampire 
Chronicles in 1976 with Interview with the Vampire 
(later adapted into a film starring Tom Cruise). A return, 
indeed a revival, of the gothic 
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homoerotic undertones, Partly 
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Vampires in popular culture 


eC es Ce Cea 
Tim Powers’ 1989 novel crafted a vampire adventure story 
featuring romantic poets responsible for gothic horror icons 


ey eee ee me 
ese Me ee ccc we ee ore elt 
ingeniously mixed fact and fiction. The story concerns 
PRONG ee ee ee) Pes | Td (id 
eee eel =re |e ene) |e ee 
Nee clea Ma cae eee ls) es 
courtyard of an inn and accidentally gets hitched to a 
lamia posing as a stone statue. On his wedding night, 
the supremely jealous lamia murders Crawford's living 
ae eo 

Fleeing the scene and escaping to London, he meets 
medical student John Keats, who knows all about 
Met melee t Tete ate em TM en 
journeys to France and Switzerland, where he ends up 
running into Perey Bysshe Shelley, Lord Byron, Mary 
mitts me gem Pas el ge) cee a 


Varney the Vampyre (1848) was first published 
a serial form known as the ‘penny dreadful, 


and catered toa mass readership looking for 
sensationalist storytelling and excitement. The 
author was either James Malcolm Rymer or 
Thomas Preckett Prest, two prominent writers 


of 


the format. The epic ran at a thunderous pace, 


its audience captivated by the evil aristocrat - Sir 


Francis Varney - and his diabolical schemes. 


Clearly written on the fly, this approach led to 


narrative confusion and contradiction. There 
was the debate as to whether Varney was a 


I08 


Te AC eee eee CO eee ce be | 
Evite nel nia at Lee ae] a eld nes oe 
ae eee eee el en ee eM geet mel 
to its English language roots in Romanticism and the 
archetype of the femme fatale, which so obsessed 
Agr Mele 1am LT Ae nT ee) eee 
from the works of Colendge or Southey, nor Keats or 
Byron, but 2Oth-century American poet and writer Clark 
Ashton Smith's Sphing and Medusa, written in a cod 
19th-century Romantic style: 

“They gaze across the past ... Yet thought must see 

That eve of time when man no longer yearns, 

Tce Ame ==) Meth e-me Ce melee en am Seem Br ae-1a 

etme ane eee) cca a Te 

Silence, a rigorous Medusa, turns 

OTC mete OMe Me el 


supermatural creature or not, because the 
writer pave confthcting information. Varney 

was collected and published in book form in the 
1850s and introduced into fiction another major 


iconographic detail: fangs. Varney isn't killed, either, 


by a Van Helsing (Onacula) or Baron Vordenberg 
(Carmulia) type hunter - he commits suicide by 
jumping into Mount Vesuvius. 

Carmilla (872) 1s an important next step in 
Victorian-era vampire literature because the chief 


fiend is a woman and most definitely not a Satanic 


Lord /Byronic vampire. This novella would also 
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have a very significant impact on Oracula author 
Bram Stoker, Set in Eastern Europe (Styria), the 
seduction aspect of the vampire-victim courtship 
ritual is greatly amplified, too, The baseness of 

the creature's attack 15 transformed into romantic 
longing with lesbian overtones (Carmulla’s victims 
are exclusively lemale), and her evil deeds appear 
as asymptom of her status as the undead, a 
compulsion driven by sexual desire and loneliness 


eS much as the need to feed. Carmilla - 


oN revealed in the end to be Countess 
® Mircalla Kamstein - is a villain with 

» whom we can sympathise. Carmilla 

i the aristocratic teenaged vampue 

Li 1 longs for companionship and 
c- Tea ) pursues Laura - her distant cousin 
| : - like she's wooing a lover, "Think 
i 7 me net cruel,” the vampire explains, 
on ay = “because | obey the irresistible law of 
my strength and weakness; if your dear 
heart 1s wounded, my wild heart bleeds with 
yours. In the rapture of my enormous humiliation 
I live in your warm life and you shall die — die, 
sweetly die - into mine.” In the story's conclusion, 
Carmilla is killed by a stake through the heart and 
is then decapitated, conforming to one strand of 
folkloric tradition. 

Before Anne Rice's 19/0s' gothic revival of the 
Vampire, one of the 20th century's major texts 
In genre writing would be Richard Matheson's 
I Am Legend (1954). Far removed from creepy 
castles, varnpire hunters and aristocratic villains, 
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Matheson'’s short novel merged gothic sensibilities 
with post-nuclear apocalyptic fiction. Vampirism 
was, here, a plague unleashed upon humanity. The 
story's hero was an ordinary man named Robert 
Neville, who spends his days searching around 
Los Angeles for food and other provisions and 
attempting to understand the scientific reasoning 
for the existence of supernatural creatures. Neville 
spends his mehts getting drunk and listening 

to music, doing so to drown out the calls and 
screams of the vampires who want to feast on 

his blood and turn hirm into one of them. The 
story's existentialist despair is extraordinary, and 
yet Matheson does draw upon traditional sexual 
themes associated with vampire literature to 
describe Neville’s continued sexual impulses, and 
the allure of the female vampires who expose their 
sex to him, beckon him to unbolt the door and 
receive them. “The women, the lustful, bloodthirsty 
naked women flaunting their hot bodies at him,’ 
Matheson writes about his character's conflicting 
emotional desires for sex and the torture of 
enforced celibacy, 

Anne Rice's ground-breaking twist on vampire 
hiction was to give voice to the creature; exploring 
what it’s like to lve decadent and despised for 
hundreds of years. The agony, the boredom, 
the horror of existence and the damnation of 
eternal life. In other words, it's not much fun 


Baitala Deula Hindu temple in India 
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as ‘vetala’ - blood-sucking hags 





being immortal. Lestat 1s today as iconic as Count 
Dracula, representing once more the Satanic 
Lord version as the figure writers might well 
love the most. Stephenie Meyer's radical take on 
the vampire, too, in The Twiltet Sega, gave us 
Edward Cullen, a teenaged undead who sparkles 
in sunlight, is talked into turning his girlfriend 
Bella Swan, and so straight and good, he's heroic. 
Elizabeth Kostova earned a million- dollar advance 
for het Oracule revision, The Arstorian (2005). 
Today, there are hundreds of novels published 
about vampires and vampire-like creatures, 
exploring all sorts of scenarios and crafting all 
manner of revisions of the mythology. Though 
Western culture is obsessed with vampire literature, 
Congolese writer Sony Labou Tansi’s 4 Life arid a 
Half 1979) sees a revenant spirit lead a rebellion 
against a corrupt regime, while there are a host 
of African-American writers putting their own 
ferninist spins on vampire fiction, with such novels 
as My Soul to Keep (1996) by Tananarive Due and 
L.A. Banks's Vanipire Huntress series. The vampire - 
in literary form - looks, indeed, to be ever-living. 


Vampires in literature 


John Polidori's portrait by 
F G Gainstord. The writer 
committed suicide in 1821 


John Polidori 
The author of a 
seminal vampire tale 
met an untimely end, 
like many of his fellow 
romantic-era artists 
Oe eee el teased aU eee ee ee 
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gigantic. His short-lived life touched upon infamy, 
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abroad, in Switzerland, taking up residence at Villa 
Diodati by Lake Geneva. Byron hated his doctor 
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a discarded fragment by his detestable ex-employer 
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“Today, there are hundreds of novels published about vampires 


and vampire-like creatures, exploring all sorts of scenarios and 
(ralling all manner of revisions of the mythology” 
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Vampires in popular culture 





From louche aristocratic seducers to hideously deformed monsters, 
depictions of vampires and their hunters have been enthralling 
audiences and gamers alike for well over a century 


or centuries, there has been an abundance 
of folklore tales about undead creatures 
preying on the living in order to suck their 
blood, whether they be hideous monsters 





who strike their victims dumb with terror or 
alluring seducers who use their charismatic charms 
to overpower their hapless conquests. Vampires 
had been a popular subject of penny dreadfuls 
long before Bram Stoker's Dracwia was published 
in the late 19th century and then adapted into an 
enormously popular stage play, which mesmerised 
theatre goers all across the globe and created a 
compelling visual representation of the infamous 
Count Dracula and his sensuous, beautiful ‘brides’, 
It set the tone for the majority of vampire films, 
television shows and games for over century 
Although the vampire genre is always, at heart, 
one based in horror, the imagery employed by 
directors and writers has more often than not 
overlapped with that of erotica and romance, with 
stills of Vampires leaning over their pliant - usually 
fernale - victims being virtually interchangeable 
with those from more standard romantic films 
and shows, but with an added piquancy of danger 
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Words by Melanie Clegg 


and possible death. As with the original folklore, 
representations of vampires have given creators 
and audiences alike scope to explore our human 
preoccupations with sex and death, as well as 
more philosophical questions. After all, who hasn't 
watched a vampire film and wondered if drinking 
blood and effectively becoming a murderer would 
be a fair price to pay for immortality? 

Whereas in the past, on-screen depictions 
of vampires were usually fairly frrvolous and 
chidn't delve too deeply into the vampire psyche, 
preferring instead to fixate on the more erotic 
and Violent aspects of the genre, in recent years 
there has been a definite swing towards a more 
thoughtful and measured depiction of vampires, 
giving them back stories and agency, and exploring 
the crises that occur when they feel remorse 
for past actions or realise that immortality isnt 
actually all that wonderful. These trends have been 
mirrored in the game industry, which by its very 
nature has always been more preoccupied witn the 
violent, horror aspects of the vampire genre, giving 
rise to darker, more complex and sophisticated 
storylines and emotionally involving games. 


Perhaps one of the most fascinating aspects of 
the visual depiction of vampires is how universal 
the experience ts for auciiences all around the 
elobe, for while most cultures have ther own 
version of the bloodsucking undead mythology, the 
Way that Vampires are treated in films, television 
shows ard games is generally pretty consistent. 

In the East, vampires are depicted in more or less 
the exact same way as they are in the West, and 
their films deal with the same themes: star-crossed 
lovers, the penls of high school, creepy aristocratic 
family and troubled vampire slayerts. 

This strikingly consistent approach to the way 
that vampires are portrayed in Various Visual 
medias around the world suggests that our 
depiction of vampires, which has certainly adapted 
over the years in accordance with changes in 
societal trends and behaviours - moving us away 
from the florid and often unpleasant melodrama 
of Hammer Films to the more subtle approach 
preferred today - says as much about us as it does 
about them, and forces us to consider not merely 
what it means to be a vampire but also what it 
means to be human. 
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Vampires in popular culture 


Vampires on the silver screen 


Although over a hundred years have gone by since the 
first ever vampire film was produced, they still remain 


just as popular as ever 


When John Polidori’s horror novel The Vampyre 
became a publishing sensation in 1819, it 
immediately captured the imagination of its readers 
and opened the floodgates for a whole wealth of 
vampire literature. This growing public taste for 
vampire fiction reflected a new hunger for the 
macabre, gothic and downright horrifying, with the 
most avid consumers of this literature, then as now, 
being women, The vampires of penny dreadfuls 
and more literary fiction were almost always 

suave, handsome and charismatic; outwardly 
perfect heroes whose charming exteriors hid 

their dangerous and predatory natures from their 
unsuspecting victims. It's not a comcidence that 
book covers and film posters featuring vampires 
frequently mirror those for more straightforward 
romances, with a broodingly handsame man 
leaning over a swooning and not entirely 

unwilling woman. 

Little wonder, therefore, that when technology 
advanced and silent films began to gain popularity, 
Vampires very quickly became a favourtte both 
with film makers and their audiences, who lapped 
up the uniquely vampiric blend of glamour and 
horror. However, although the stars of vampire 
literature were male, the first true vampire to grace 
the silver screen in a full-length film was a veritable 
femme fatale, a beautiful blood drinker played 
by Ahce Hollister in the 1914 film he Vampire, 
which was based on a poem by Rudyard Kipling. 
From the very start, the seductive, deadly dame 
was a favourite motif for early film makers, with 
the expression ‘vamp, meaning an alluring but 
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dangerous woman, quickly passing into common 
parlance. The ultimate vamp of the silent-film era 
was Theda Bara, who specialised in portraying 
hedonistic seductresses, heartless sirens and cruel 
sexual dominatrixes. Her 1915 film A Foo! There 
vies, in which she ts credited as “The Vampire’ is 
often cited as the first ever vampire film, despite 
the fact that on this occasion the vampiric activity 
is entirely metaphorical rather than literal - she 
plays a cruel and manipulative femme fatale whose 
exploitation of men sucks them dry emotionally 
and financially rather than physically. 

Although seduction, sex and eroticism very 
guickly became an integral part of varmpire lore, 
the best-known early silent film, Nosferatu, which 
was téleased in 1922, marked an unusual return 
to the grotesque horror of the original folldlore 
tales with the sinister, repulsive vampire Count 
Orlok, obviously based on Stoker's Dracula. In fact, 
Nosferatu followed the plot of Dracula so clasehy 
that Stoker's estate was able to sue its makers and 
have all copies destroyed - but not before 
enough people had seen the film for it 
to leave a mark upon the vampire 
genre, not least by introducing the 
new concept that vampires could 
be killed by sunlight. 

Nine years would pass before 
the first big-screen adaptation of 
Bram Stoker's Dracula, starring 
Béla Lugosi - who had played 
the role during a successful run of 
the stage version - as the eponymous 
Vampire. Stoker's novel had already been adapted 


into a highly successful stage play and inspired two, 


now sadly lost, silent films, but it was Universal's 
iconic version that really turned ‘Transylvania’s 
mast famous fictional resident into an international 
celebrity. Although Lugosi's Dracula is undoubtedly 
monstrous, he is also handsome, elegant and 
urbane. To this day, he remains, in the minds of 
many people, the archetypical and iconic vampire 
with his Hungarian accent, widow's peak, cape and 
natty, white bowtie. He is both mesmerising and 
seductive, and his victims appear to fall almost 
willinghy into his arms, offering themselves up to 
him, their eyes closed in ecstasy as he goes in for 
the kill This bold and thnilling conflation of sex 
and death, where one appeared to merge with the 
other, was enormously popular with audiences, and 
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resulted in sequel Dracula's Davehter m 1946, which 
was followed by a whole series of other Dracula 
films, all delivering the same winning formula of 
charismatic undead count, swooning virgins and 
wWild-eyed vampire hunters to delighted audiences 
all around the world. In an era when even romantic 
films were unable to feature anything more steamy 
than relatively chaste kissing, vampire films offered 
eroticism dressed up as horror, and so became 
popular with cinema goers looking for 
something a litth more edgy. 
It's noteworthy that very few 

vampire films were released 
\ during World War II - clearly 

film makers had decided 

that audiences were getting 

more than enough horror and 
excitement in their everyday 
lives and preferred instead to offer 
romance, inspiring costume dramas 
and heroic propaganca. Besides three 
sequels to Universal Studio's Dracula, The Return 
of the Vampire was released in 1943 and starred 
Béla Lugosi as the eponymous vampire, who 
was obviously closely modelled on his Dracula 
role, although for copyright reasons he was elven 
another name for this particular outing. Although 
Lugosi is primarily associated with Dracula, he 
would actually only play the count twice, the 
second time being in the 1948 film Abbott and 
Costello Meet Frankenstein, which was one of a slew 
of comedy horror films released during this ime, 
reflecting a growing taste for skits and parodies, 
especially of horror. It was not until the late 1950s 
that the vampire genre was piven a new spin when 
Hammer Films released its version of Dracula 
in 1958. Starring Christopher Lee and taking full 
advantage of the new technicolour technology and 





less restrictive moral codes of the era, it managed 
to evoke the brooding horror of the original book, 
while at the same time being so eruesome as to 
require editing betore tt could be released to the 
public. Like the earher Nasferaty, tt ended with the 
eponymous count dying as a result of exposure to 
sunlight, and unlike Dracula in the earlier Universal 
films, Christopher Lee's vampire has visible fangs. 
This new, more bloody version of Dracula 
proved so popular that it spawned 
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no less than eight sequels ieee te ne ‘N kickstarted a popular trend for 
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The Hammer Dracula films may 4 
be fairly interchangeable and 
became increasingly preposterous 
with each new release, but they act as 
an interesting reflection of the subtle changes that 
were taking place in the film industry throughout 
the 1960s and 1970s. As the virgin brides of 
Dracula became increasingly scantily clad, the 
erotic subtext becomes more and more overt, and 
the violence becomes more bloody and extreme. 
This increasingly lurid and violent trend at 
Hammer was reflected elsewhere in the film 
Industry, as the erohcism that had so enthralled 
earher viewers was frequently replaced by sacistic 
Violence, pore, explicit sex and pratuitous nudity. 
There was also a significant increase in fermale 
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Vampires during this period, perhaps a reaction 
to the growth of the feminist movement and an 
d interest in strong female protagonists, 

Films like Hammer's Countess Oractia 1971), 
Daughters of Darkness (1971) and The Velvet 
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films began to move 
away from tawdry gore- 
fests towards more sedate 
offerings, such as George A 
Romero's Martin (1978), Selen's Lot 


(1979) and Werner Herzog's 1979 remake 


of Nosferatu. Audiences had clearly 
had enough of blood-soaked orgies, 


screaming women and suave aristocratic 


Vampires, and now seemed to prefer 
more realistic, thoughtful depictions of 
vampires, which often placed them in 


ordinary communities and perhaps highlighted 
the travaus of concealing undead bloodsucking 
activities fom neighbours and trends. It's no 
coincidence that the goth subculture also had its 
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Vampire films 
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Vampire films have been 
loved by millions around the 
world, but are particularly 
popular in Japan thanks to 
their potent mix of horror, 
eroticism and violence 
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Nosferatu (1922) 
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Vampires in popular culture 


roots in this period, with its dark, vampiric clothing 
and make-up, and gloomy music. Although most 
poths were happy to just look like vampires 
-pemnaps even donning fangs as part of the 

look - a small subsection went even further and 
experimented with blood driniaing, emulating the 
Vampires on screen, although obviously with Tar 
less dramatic results, 

As goth, with all of its vampire connotations, 
Increased in popularity across the globe during 
the 1980s, so too did the vampire genre flourish in 
the cinemas. Arty, sophisticated masterpieces like 
The Hunger (1984), which starred David Bowie and 
Catherine Deneuve as a pair of beautiful vampires 
preying on clubbers in New York, are a far cry frorn 
the excesses of Hammer's offerings, and set a new 
benchmark for horror in general and vampire films 
in particular, which would continue with the likes 
of Ken Russell's perplexing The Lair af the Warte 
Worm (1988) and Guillermo del Toro’s surreal 1993 
offering Cromos. At the other end of the spectrum 
there was Prieht Nieht (1985), Near Dark (1987), the 
original film version of Buffy the Vampire Slayer 
(1992) and The Lost Boys (1987), which tapped into 
the growing popularity of rock and goth music 
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Although the vampire film genre has often been ridiculed and disregarded, some of the 
vampire films produced over the last century have been real game-changers 
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Dracula (1931) 


There have been several silver-screen Draculas since the 
Te Tn Meee ee Me MoT ele at 
SUE Coe og oe) dia oe) 
sinister aplomb by Hungarian actor Béla Lugosi, who was 
eS AOC me de 


SR eto ee ee Tia ee oe eee 


has remained an essential part of the Dracula role, and 
Pree tee eee 


among the young, and kickstarted what would 
prove to be a lasting trend of marketing vampire 
films towards teenagers and young adults. 
Although they had always had their fans, 
Vampire films tealhy hit their stride towards the 
end of the 20h century as they moved away from 
the lurid extravaganzas of Hammer, gained new 
fans and branched out into different genres, such 
as comedy, satire, fantasy and science fiction - the 
latter predominantly focusing on explanations fot 
Valnpirism and origin stories, as well as dystopian 
horrors based on Richard Matheson’s 1954 novel 
! Am Legend, However, despite the buzz around 
new interpretations of the vampire myth, old 
favourites like Dracwia still reigned supreme, as 
evidenced by Francis Ford Coppola's 1992 film 
Bram Stoker's Dracula, which mingled Stoker's 
fictional tale of gothic woe with the actual history 
of Vlad III, a doomed reincamation romance, lavish 
costumes and gallons of fake blood, which evoked 
contemporary concerns about HIV, AIDS and the 
potential dangers of contaminated blood. Vampire 
hims have always reflected the preoccupations 
of their audiences, but perhaps never more so 
than in the 1980s anc 1990s during the height 
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of public paranoia about AIDS and other sexually the mic 1990s onwards, there has been a definite 
transmitted diseases. The movie vampire, who is lean towards this genre thanks to Sige (1998), 
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the worst fake accents in 
film history, Bram Stoker's 
Dracula remains one of 
the greatest vampire films 
of all time 


Although the original 1931 OQraculoa remains the 
king of the adaptations of Bram Stoker's novel, 
Francis Ford Coppola's version is by far the most 
visually lush and compelling recent interpretation 
of the well-known tale. Melodramatic, grandiose, 
gruesome, romantic, courageous, ambitious and 
endlessly entertaining, it has everything that 

any Vampire fan could possibly wish for. It even, 
thanks to Coppola's masterful melding of Stoker's 
novel and the true history of Vlad the Impaler. 
manages to include a genuinely touching romantic 
attachment between Dracula, played to creepy 
yet charming perfection by Gary Oldman, and 
the beautiful Mina, played by Winona Ryder, who 
is the reincarnation of his long-dead and much- 
loved wife, Elisabeta, whose suicide triggers his 
original transformation into a vampire. Meanwhile, 
Anthony Hopkins plays a perfectly stalwart and 
dependable Van Helsing; Sadie Frost almost steals 
the show as Lucy Westenra, whose descent into 
vampirism manages to be horrifying, disturbingly 
erotic and profoundly affecting all at the same 
time; and Keanu Reeves, who was miscast as 
hapless lawyer Jonathan Harkness, delivers the 
worst attempt at an English accent in film history, 
it has its detractors thanks to its occasionally 
campishly over-the-top direction, and sometimes 
overly florid editing tricks, but Coppola's epic 
retelling of the hoary old tale and Gary Oldman's 
astonishing performance, which brings a new 
vulnerability to the sinister count thanks to his 
ultimately doomed love for Mina, has had a 
profound influence on films, television shows and 
games over the last three decades. 


“Interview with the Vampire completely revitalised a tired genre 
and influenced vampire films for decades to come" 


The Hunger (1983) Interview with the Vampire 
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Vampires in 
Prieto ribs 


While vampires remain an 
integral part of the Western 
entertainment industry, they 
also have millions of fans in 
Asian countries - especially 
South Korea and Japan 

While Western audiences prefer live-action 
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Vampires in popular culture 


alternative music soundtrack, action sequences and 
slick production Values. Based on Stephenie Meyer's 
best-selling novel about a romance between a 
mortal girl and her vampire boytnend, which mm 
tum draws on elements from Jane Austen's Pride 
and Prejudice, it was unashamedly pitched at a 
teenage Market and kickstarted a renewed interest 
in Varnpires among young adults. While teenagers 
were swooning over Edward Cullen, the handsome 
hero of Twiigft, more sophisticated film lovers were 
catered to by the mesmerising Byeantivm (2012) 
and Oni? Lovers Left Alme (2013), which stars Tilda 
Swinton and Tom Hiddleston as a mamed vampire 
couple who sate their need for blood by buying it 
rather than attacking the innocent. A year later, the 
Persian language A Girl Wales Home Alone, which 
was intriguingly billed as the ‘first Iranian vampire 
Western, was 2 hit at art house cinemas across 

the globe, and even made it on to the bill at the 
prestigious Sundance Festival - a signal accolade 
that few vampire films over the past century could 
ever have hoped to achieve despite their continued 
popularity with auchences and critics alike. 
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Vampires on the small screen 


Ever since private ownership of televisions was kickstarted 
in the mid 1950s, vampires have been an integral part of our 


hometime viewing habits 


While vampire films have been around and 
thnlling audiences for over a century, television 
shows featunine our favourite bloodsucking 
creatures of the night have been a relatively more 
recent affair thanks to the fact that it wasn't until 
the 1950s that televisions began to be found in 
private homes - and even then there was a very 
slow roll out until almost everyone had one 
However, although they had some catching up 
to do, it's clear that vampire television shows 
are now very much a force to be reckoned 
WIth, and in some cases are even more popular 
and iconic than most vampire films, not least 
because they have the freedom to explore all 
the various aspects of vampire mythology, 
philosophy and every-day existence in ereat 
detail. As the history of vampire films shows, 
audiences have always been fascinated by the 
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minutiae of vampire life, so series that take 

an in-depth look at what it really means to be 
a Vampire are pretty much guaranteed to be 
winners. That's not to say that audiences aren't 
also keen to see a lot of the lush decadence, 


glamour and sexiness that has made films like 
Bram Stoker's Dracula, Interview with fhe Vaninire 
and Syeantin so successful though, and while a 
lot of vampire shows are unashamedly pritty when 
dealing with the realities of vampire life, others also 
revel in the more glamorous side. 

The first regular television depiction of vampires 
was the American comedy series The /duristers, 
which ran between 1964 and 1966, and was closely 

1odelled on The Addams Family who although 
undeniably spooky are not actually vampiric in 
nature. Although the main character, Hermann 
Munster, is not a vampire, his wife, Lily, and othe 
family members clearly are, and their vampiric 
behaviour, which is modelled on the archly aloof 
character of Bela Lugosi rather than the florid 
horrors of Hammer films, adds to the comedy 
as they deal with the challenge of adapting their 
Valnpine tendencies and clearly gothic appearance 
in order to fit in with everyday American suburban 
life - with predictably amusing results. This theme 
Was once again picked up in the hugely popular 
and successful gothic soap opera Dark Shadows, 





which captivated American audiences for almost 
five years between 1965 and 1971, and generated 
an astonishing 1,225 hali-hour-long episodes 
during its run - quite an achievement considering 
the fact that tt was deemed pretty dull and was 
on the brink of cancellation before the writers 
Introduced a Vampire character, Barnabas Collins 
(played by Canadian actor Jonathan Frid), at 
which point it became a tremendous Y <at 
hit. Melodramatic, often ridiculous 
and occasionally unintentionally 

hilarious, Derk Shadaws still 

exerts an enormous influence : 
today, and certainly had a | 
profound effect on the tastes of 1 


its audience, who now became Y * roa 
far more receptive to more . Lee. 
supernatural, dark and atmospheric ‘= 
television shows, Dan Curtis, the —_ 


producer of Dark Shadows, returmed to vampires 

in 1972 with his one-off television movie She Night 
Séaiker, an edgy production that followed journalist 
Carl Kolcnak’s attempts to solve a mysterious 
series of brutal murders in Las Vegas, which places 
him on the track of a bleodthirsty vampire, Janos 
Skorzeny: It proved so popular that it was followed 
up with another movie and a whole senes, which 
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quickly flopped but would later inspire The X 
Files in both format and subject matter, in which 
Kolchak investigates other supernatural crimes, 
inchiding more vampirism, 
This linlang of vampires and cnme, which hasnt 
been tackled very often in films, would become 
a reoccurring feature of vampire television shows 
in which they are often either revealed to be 
™ the perpetrator of particularly hideous 
fm iurders of, in some cases, are 
, wie » themselves detectives, using their 
aia A unique vampiric gifts, such as 
1 extra sensory vision or hearing, 





holmes shape-shifting, immortality, mine 
laracter shape shi ung, rn rtality, mi 1d 
Pee pe F reading and hypnotism to help 
to ' 


i F solve crimes. 

iz - . . . . ne 

r , As private television ownership 
P expanded rapidly in the 1970s, 


— £many people's first experience of 


Valnpires on the small screen would have 
been the 19/9 adaptation of Stephen king's novel 
Salents Lot, which was based on Dracula and 
Marked a rare return to the earlier concept, used 
to terrifying effect in Nosferatu, of vampires as 
being hiceous, charmless, silent monsters rather 
than the externally sophisticated and cultured 
aristocrats of Dark Shadows, Dracula and The 


“This linking of Vampires and crime, which hasnt been tackled 
very often in films, Would become a reoccurring feature: 


The ultimate 
in terror! 


_ ae 
A promotional poster for the 1979 adaptation of Stephen 
eae ee ee 


A Stull from Buffy the Veripire Slayer, showing the 
excellent Sarah Michelle Gellar as the fearless demon 
Tam LUA ene 
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‘Dark Shadows captivated 


American audiences for 
almost five years between 
1965 and 1971 


Based on Béla Lugosi's 
Dracula, Count von 
eT EME elM Dt Coa Ly 
Ue O ieee ele 
vampires on television 


eco maemo itil 
2 ad 
to Vampirina 
While adults and 
teenagers are still the 
biggest consumers of 
vampire shows, some of 
the genre's biggest fans 
are much younger 


While vampire television shows have predominately 
Teele Meee eer em em 

CEM an ene tela ee) ae |g 
Apa B MOMS mg es S| Me eo 
[eli item |e =r: tlie are) oi et |e) me ee 
come not from the likes of Hammer Films or the 
latest teen vampire show, but from the world of 
children’s television. Perhaps this shouldn't really be 
Tam T ENO) el omg edd emma et nc 
albeit at a more sedate level than their parents. The 
gothic high drama, heavy accents, pomposity and 
eis es ee a nes ea 
ete mete ae) Oe eer 
come eee em ee eM eee 
of harmless early shows like The Munsters. For many 
of us, Count von Count in Sesame Street, who made 
his first appearance in 1972, was the first vampire we 
had ever seen on screen. Modelled on Bela Lugosi's 
Dracula with a thick Romanian accent, evil ‘mwahaha’ 
laugh, and creepy, cobweb-covered castle, he was 
initially much scarier (relatively speaking) before 
apy eee ele Rema eMC Rit site| ee! 
este eee ee ed 

fot COMM eee berate eee ed nes tee 
Pie eee ee ee ice ice a 
PON etm n Thee) (eee eel als ss cele nae oe 
See ee eee oe ga 
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children and revolves around a young vampire girl 
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show The Vampire Diaries 


Hunger. Although existing film and television 
productions had included the idea that, in the 
right circumstances, Vampires are capable of 
spawning new undead bloodsuckers, the concept 
of vampires as a contagious swarm taking over 
asmall American town, as in Sa@lent’s Lot was a 
new one, and tapped into a contemporary taste 
for epidemic and disaster films. Although it hasn't 
aged particularly well, Sefer's Lof still remains 
satisfyingly spoolcy - mainly thanks to the fact 
that even in the late-1970s, television shows 

weTe Much more restricted than their big-screen 
counterparts when it came to the depichon of 

sex and violence, and so were forced to use more 
suggestive means to convey atmosphere - which 
are still more effective today. Many of the concepts 
employed in Sefem's Lot would be returned to much 
later on in the extremely popular cult series Au/fy 
the Vampire Slaven which tan for seven seasons 
between 1997 and 2003, and featured hideous 
swarms of relatively mindless local American 
Vampires, who tended to attack in proups and 
were easy to overcome, as well as the more classic 
intelligent lone bloodsuckers, most of whom 

had European origins and were much harder 

to defeat. Like Salem's Lot, the original Bulfy the 
Lampire Sigver film and the popular teen vampire 


The 5 most influential vampire shows 


Vampires perhaps entered the mainstream even more through television shows and series 
with these evocative and sensual television senes 





Dark Shadows 


Although it has not aged especially well, there's no denying 
that the often ridiculously melodramatic gothic soap 

opera Dark Shadows still exerts the greatest influence 

ever depictions of vampires in all medias - thanks to a 
compelling performance by Jonathan Frid, who plays the 
vampiric anti-hero Barnabas Collins, who returns from 

the dead to live with his dysfunctional descendants in 
Collinswood, Maine. 


Ii 





The Night Stalker 

Creepy, enthralling and, at times, still genuinely quite 
scary, the TV show The Night Stalker is a standalone 
television drama that spawned a whole series, and would 
ultimately act as the chief influence for one of the greatest 


supematural series of all time: The X Files. Its main premise, 


the murder of Las Vegas prostitutes, isn’t all that original 
in the grand scheme of things, but the way that it was 
handled remains way ahead of its time. 





; 7 i = 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer 

The undisputed queen of the vampire genre, Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer will doubtless continue to exert a powerful 
influence over writers and directors for generations to 
come. Designed to spin the tired vampire trape on its head, 
as evidenced by its theme music, which kicks off with a 
classic pothic organ intro before heading in a totally different 
direction, it delighted audiences with compelling story arcs, 
humour, romance and plenty of vampire-slaying action. 





“Although it hasn't 

aged particularly well, 
Salem's Lot still remains 
salistyingly spooky 
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Buffy's vampire boyfriend Angel, played by David 
HEE neh eLecmare ene 
Pima eeeL Swami teh 





film The Lost Bovs, the series is placed firmly in 
small town America, in this case the fictional 
Califomian town of Sunnydale, located above a 
literal Hellmouth, which results in the town being 
ovettun by vampires, demons and other unsavoury 
supematural creatures, which the heroine has to 
fight and vanquish. 

The show's writer, Joss Whedon, made it clear 
that Buffy the Vanipire Slayer was not just turning 
the usual horror tropes on their head by 
making the diminutive blonde heroine 
a slayer rather than a passive victim, 
but also drawing on the older 
traclitions of vampire films and 
television shows by using human 
interactions with the undead 
as metaphors for the characters’ 
other concerns about adolescence 
and personal relationships - most 
literally in the season one concept 
that ‘high school 1s hell’ regardless 
of whether it 1s literally positioned over the 
Hellmouth or not. 

Elements of sex and death also come to play, 
particularly when Buffy loses her virginity to her 
Vampire boytriend, Angel, played with brooding 
aplomb by David Boreanaz, who had previously 





“The domestic arrangements and every-day life of vampires has 


always fascinated viewers” 








Thow shall net crave thy neighbor. 


TRUEBLOOD 


True Blood 

Based on a series of bestselling novels, True Blood was one 
of the biggest television hits of the last decade thanks to 
the chemistry between its leads, engrossing story lines, 
amazing world building and seriously sizzling sexuality of 
its characters. Not to mention the fact that the concept of 
vampires ‘coming out of the coffin’ and seeking equal rights 
with humans can't fail to resonate strongly in the current 
social climate. 





Being Human 

The domestic arrangements and every-day life of vampires 
has always fascinated viewers - we love to see vampires 
Sleeping in their coffins, raiding the fridge for blood bags 
or evading sunlight when going to the shops. Being Human 
covers all of this, while at the same time delivering an often 
humorous look at the difficulties that come with trying to 
pass as human when you are anything but. It's a fun spin 
an a very popular genre. 









Blood 
Ties (2007-8) 
features a character, 
Henry Fitzroy, who is 
prhaehe se cia ase ik. 
illegitimate son by 
Elizabeth Blount 4 


Vampires on screen 


regained his soul thanks to a gypsy curse. The 
sexual act causes him to lose his soul again and 
revert back to his original evil vampiric state, which 
prompts Butty to ruefully comment: “That's the 
ultimate metaphor. You sleep with a guy and he 
turns bad on you." While Buffy remained behind to 
battle the forces of evil in Sunnydale, Angel went 
off to Los Angeles to battle demonic and human 
crime in his own spin-off show Angel which ran for 
five years between 1999 and 2004, Ange! is 
_ amuch darker and moodier show than 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer, reflecting 
the eponymous hero's constant 
} struggles with his demonic nature 
and onpgoing battle to come to 
terms with the terrible guilt and 
remorse that he feels about the 
appalling things that he did before 
he regained his soul. For Angel, 
life as a vampire with a soul 1s one of 
endless and ultimately tuhle contrition 
for his past actions and fear that he might one 
day lose his soul and become evil once again - a 
fry cry from the majority of screen vampires, who 
revel in their immortal state and appear to feel 
no remorse about their behaviour, regarding their 
Victims as necessary collateral damage. 

Perhaps Angel would have been happier in 
the world inhabited by the characters of True 
Biood (2008-14), a complex and viclent southern 
gothic vampire show based on a series of books 
by Charlaine Harris. Once again, the setting is a 
small American town, this time the fictional Bon 
Temps in Louisiana, and the heroine is yet again 
an attractive blonde with special powers, but while 
Buffy is aimed squarely at teenagers and young 
adults, not least because of its onginal high-school 
setting, True Blood is an altogether more prown-up 
tale. While the vampires of Sunnydale are forced 
to live underground, emerging only at night, True 
Blood starts two years alter Japanese scientists have 
created Tru Blood, a synthetic blood product with 
all the qualities of the real thing, which means that 

fampires can finally stop preying on the innocent 
and emerge from the shadows. 

While True Blood contains any of the same 
themes as other vampire tales, its exploration of 
the consequences of open vampirism is innovative 
and new, anc takes viewers into an even deeper 
exploration of the vampire psyche. One of the most 
Interesting aspects of True Blood is the way that the 
existence of Tru Blood divides the vampires and 
mortals into distinct camps - those who believe 
that the vampires, a hitherto misunderstood and 
mareinalised group, should be given equal rights 
and accepted into the general population, and those 
who believe this to be impossible, either because 
they believe in vampire superiority or think that 
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other vampire films and shows ie ‘ u | weer ae i F. ’ , a Qe of violence and murder, 
F ( , \y Ks , . » i oor > The British show Seng Auman, which originally 
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aired in the same year as frye Blood, explores 
similar themes through its main vampire character, 


aia Mitchell played by Aidan Turner. Set in Bristol, 

4 a ee i fi ) =the premise of Being Hinman involves a vampire, a 
-_ | : | ; r ! tba _ im, ‘e ‘| . — Se werewolf and a ghost sharing a house and trying 
A aM 57 els ohn kl ae ® their best to fit in with the normal human world, 
despite pressures from their own lcdind to conform 
Repulsed by his own vampire urges, Mitchell tries 


his best to abstain from drinking human blood, 


= a 
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with his efforts beng presented as akin to a drug 
addict trying to go cold turkey - only to lapse with 
predictably horrific results. Although the idea of 
vampires having a conscience is not new, the 
struggles of Angel, Mitchell, the newly liberated 
Valnpires of True Blood and (more recently) Cassidy 
in the series Preacher to come to terms with the 
dark side of their natures and make amends for 
their past behaviour is certainly novel and typical 
of an era when many people are engaged in an 
endless quest for self improvement, which typically 
involves making peace with past mistakes. 

Thanks to Tuvight the teen vampire trope of 
Buffy the Vantpire Slayer was reimagined for new 
audiences with The Varpire Diaries, which ran for 
eight seasons between 2009 and 2017 Containing 
all the usual famuliar vampire tropes such as love 
WW iee sie me ee pe ele triangles, a small town setting and complicated 
of Oracula starred Jonathan Rhys | : eas | : 

Meyers as the charismatic count | vampire hierarchies, it repackaged them into a 
compelling gothic drama that was enormously 
popular with fans, and spawned a renewed interest 
in the vampire genre. Also hugely successful was 
Penny Dreadful (2014-16), which took the vampire 
genre back to its Victorian origins. Dark, moody, 
twisted and sensual, Fenny Dreadful intertwined 
Vampires (including Dracula and other characters 
fromm Bram Stoker's original novel), Dorian Gray, 
Frankenstein, witches and other supernatural and 
occult elements of Victorian society and literature. 
It is unashamedly gothic, visually stunning and 
lushly romantic in a way that is intended to bring 
to mind Anam Stoker's Dracula and faferview with the 
Lampire rather than the teenage angst and Asian 
action sequences that have become increasingly 
common in vampire films and television shows. 

The 2013 version of Dracula, which starred 
Jonathan Rhys Meyers as the eponymous count, 


“Dark, moody, twisted and 
sensual, Penny Dreadful 
intertwined vampires, Dorian 
Gray, Frankenstein and witches” 
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was intended to capitalise on this return to the 
dark decadence of earlier Vampire films but 


sadly flopped, partially because it lacked au 


the complexity and dark sparkle of 


Fenny Dreadful = 
After welloverhalfacentury 
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of fluctuating fortunes, i 
Vampires certainly seem 

to be enjoying a period of | 7 
unprecedented popularity, with : Wi ia ue E | 
new shows appearing all the ae 
time, while vampire storylines | 
consistently appear in episodes of 
popular programmes like Doctor Who, 
Supernatural and American Horror Story. It's 
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also boosted by recent crossovers with the film 
industry, such as series basecl on the popular cult 
e films From Dusk fil! Dawn, Blade, Let the Right 


me One ln and What We Do in the Shadows 
™ and, less successfully, a 2012 film 

>, ’ version of the series Dark Shadows. 
It definitely looks like the varnpire 
| penre is very much here to stay, 
and as the world changes it will 
be interesting to see how our 

depictions of vampires - which to 

date have been heavily influenced 


concerns with mortality, sex and death 


change along with it. 
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As vampires gradually filtered out into popular culture via 
films and television shows, it was inevitable that they would 
eradually begin to populate the new gaming technology 


In many ways, the game industry, with its 
continued focus on grandiose world building, 
fantasy. fast-paced action sequences and monsters 
1s the perfect fit for vampires, and if anything it's 


surprising that we don't have more vampire games, 


although there's certainly been a constant stream 
of releases since cormmputer pames first became 
popular in the 1970s. However, although there 
is the odd occasional foray into the less violent 
and more philosophical or societal aspects of 
Vampire lore, the emphasis in games has almost 
always been on the morte violent elements, such as 
evading slayers, fighting different clans or seeking 
world domination and the overthrow of human 
society. Whereas we have become accustomed to 
more thoughtful and even domestic depictions 
of vampires in films and television, it’s clear 
that the world of gaming has entirely different 
preoccupations as well as a different audience. 
However, although the content and audience 
often varies, the first game to involve vampires 
Was, Derhaps unsurprisinely, based on Bram 
Stoker's Dracula. The Count, which was released in 
1981], was a text based adventure game designed 
for home computers. A far cry from today’s 
immensely sophisticatecl and complex games, 
it was incredibly basic and involved playing a 
character who has to solve puzzles mn order to find 
their way around Dracula's castle and eventually 
battle and beat the count himself. It was hardly 
thrilling stuff, but nonetheless paved the way for 
similarly uncomplicated platform games, such as 
Ghost House 0986) and Nieht Hunter 989), which 
were simple in design and not especially difficult 


to play. Luckily for more discerning gamers, 

the Castlevania game series launched in Japan 

in 1986 and provided a much more satisfying 
expenence - although early Castlevaria games 
were still side-scrolling and very different to 

the far more sophisticated latest instalments to 
the long-running and extraordinarily prolific 
franchise, which was taken over by Nintendo in 
the late-Eighties. Although the game play and 
craphics have become increasingly slick over the 


A life-size statue of a main character 
from the Castlevania game and 
television show franchise 





by our own human preoccupations and 
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vampire clan in Vampire: The Masquerade 


The immortal 
eMC MeL 
The Masquerade 
For some die-hard fans of 
Vampire: The Masquerade, 
picking which side you 

were on could be one 


of the most important 
decisions of your life 


When the tabletop game Vampire: The Masquerade 
rs ea al rb ds a 


hugely popular with geeks and goths alike, not least 
because of the many vampire clans that players 
could align themselves with as part of the role play. 
Indeed, some people took the clan aspect very 
seriously indeed and considered themselves part of 
ieee ee Ba oT 
ae Me eg Reet Id aoe go 
whether you felt akin to the aristocratic Ventrue, 
the creepy Lasombra, the animalistic Gangrel or 
more like a wild and crazy Malkavian. There was also 
the ninja assassins, the Assamite and the thugeish, 
Pyle i) Mee OO) imal ee nM ele Aneel mee 
eae |e Beet ee eee ete 
as a bit of a mobster then there was the Giovanni 
clan, while the Nosferatu clan was simply monstrous 
in both looks and deed. Other options were the elite 
Uc dee ee are] 
eee eee meee see ele eee) eer 


Gene eM ted OORT MVCeRY er core toms Tet 
clan was the aristocratic and aloof Ventrue 
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Vampire Night } last two decades, the basic premise of Castlevania playing pames thanks to the dark complexity of the 
(PlayStation 2 | has remained the same - players take the role of fictional, vampire-inhabited world that it attempted 
mi P 






a member of the ancient Belmont family, a clan to evoke. A video version of the game, titled Varnpire: 
2001) of slayers who have devoted their lives to battling The Masquerade - Redemption, was released in 
7 le « : against Dracula and his evil cohorts, eee A) followed by a sequel, Varnpire: The 
Although vampire games a >, a ae 
an't aliarayve hae “ who are mostly other supernatural i eb & Masquerade - Bloodlines in 2004, The 
haven't always been very 4 ee. 


creatures like werewolves, Medusa, 4 


well received by players, Frankenstein's monster and a ii 


& main protagonist of both games is a 


ca 


& newly fledged vampire who must 
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Vampire Night Wad5 d Idle cursed mummy. Like Assassins’ | fl Be Ti cy ty find their feet and also complete 
but happy Success Creed, each Castlevania game (See ce enone ss | a quest that takes them into a 
Initially released as an arcade game in 2000, the is set in a different era thanks Vos 8 leaker wees ark and dangerous underground 
Nameoo game Vampire Night was ported on to the to Dracula being resurrected ee eee world inhabited by seven different 

o : 1 a ; : , 1. eis * ae = . aa 
PlayStation 2a year later in November 2001 along once a century, which gives each ‘Q@alatiteye) elem = vampire clans, all with different 
with a special light gun that would enable players (aekainiak of the feanPhine ite Ge = a RS Sa a Pas i alinelaneee -Sarie 
to feel more involved with the game. Vampire asta Re as ia Hae ts “ee ee Cid hatte nistic dlitt due glances. ari 
games have not always been of the best quality, but own distinct favour, although some a +} = ©6©FTtisésfans became so devoted to the Vampire 
Vampire Night definitely provided the tired genre elements, such as a special vampire- — Masquerade games that they considered 
with an extra boost thanks to a winning mixture killing magical whip employed by the Belmont themselves to belong to specific clans - in much 
of decent action and an engrossing storyline with ve port 2 | " Bocas Peer aa 
characters that plavers-could actually care about: 5 clan Temain constant. the same way that some hardcore Barry Potter fans 
in an alternate reality, the gameplay takes place in a As the gothic subculture gained popularity in today become strongly attached to certain Hogwarts’ 
contemporary France, which has failed to progress the early 1990s and brought with it an increased houses, This sense of belonging to a patticular group 
FOSS SIFICE CFG: POUT CENTRE, AG) 88 tS MEY appreciation for the onginal Victonan art and made the game even more appealing to members of 
rustic, The main protagonists are a pair of vampire- ; ee fo, 
hunting brothers, Albert and Michel, who represent hterature that had inspired Bram the gothic subculture, which ensured its popularity 
the forces of good in an ongoing war Stoker to write Dracula, there for decades to come. 
against the evil vampires. In common was a renewed flurry of interest Thanks to the release of the Sony PlayStation 
with other games of its t it is ch Sn mmm 2 ed ee ie ir 

h other games of its type, _ in tabletop role-playing games in the 1990s, followed by various other more 
s00n revealed that the brothers’ own . ody — a . | 
supernatural strength and agility is like Dungeons, which inevitably sophisticated consoles, such as the Nintendo 
of course due to the fact that they led to the creation of Vampire: GameCube and Microsoft Xbox, games quickly 
themselves are, in fact, half vampire, The Masquerade, Launched im became more complex and increasingly advanced, 
having been deliberately created b ae “1 ey re 

oe a ici aaleie 38 ae 1991 by White Wolf Publishing, which meant that vampire games quickly moved 
their nemesis, the immortal vampire | : . Ce —_ 
overlord Count Auguste in order to it was hugely successful and away from the dull side-scrolling games of the 1980s 
kill him - only for him to abruptly set a mew benchmark for role and became much more complex. 


change his mind at the very last 
minute. Aided by a traumatised young 
French girl, Caroline, the game involves 


French Car Vampicpsicht) “Although early vampire games had been relatively 
Moeetenhrenanoworen vi emmteettioeted lacklustre, they improved at the start of the 2lst 


they are able to confront and kill the Lannea errr ar | _ _ | es i ‘i 
ie vie Hine — bien se ees (NITY, prompted by a renewed interest in the genre 
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Although the vampire game genre has had a chequered history, some releases 
have rightly achieved iconic status with gaming fans 


ber Tai Cte | Vampire: The Masquerade Nosferatu: The Wrath 
Although the first instalment of the long-running ceaalea see ye ele)e ln) ee ane lta emis ale) aE odo aes iid Malachi 
Castlevania franchise was a rather lacklustre side average enthusiast gamers alike, the table top version of ee 
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more complex with members, known as 
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BloodRayne game. Sadly the film tumed out 
to be much less popular than the original 


Mee ale een nea 
Castlevania franchise has changed a great 
deal over its long history 





An early popular game was Lesacy of Kain, which «equipment anc fight various different bosses before is set in pre-war America, Argentina and Germany 












was Teleased in 1996 for the PlayStation but soon facing Dracula himself No wonder that the &-bit and involves the eponymous Rayne, who is half 

became available for other platforms. Like Vampire version was voted number 2] inalistof Ja—liii, vampire herself battling vampires on 

fhe Masquerade. Lesacy of Kain andi its follow-up the worst video games of all time 4 Aa | > behalf of the mysterious Brimstone 

games involved playing as anewly created vampire according to FLUY magazine. a -_ It was so successful that it 

protagonist, in this instance Kain who inhabits the Although early vampire games i Lh inspired a film, which completely 

fantasy realm of Nosgoth and 1s seeking a cure had been relatively lacklustre, ean : ihe , bombed and in 2009 was put at 

for his vampirism, which naturally involves a lot they definitely improved at ate an fale pet meee ninth place in a Yime list of the 

of bloodshed along the way. Also popular on the the start of the 2lst century, | Aeon n a, 1 za : Ne he or six a top-ten worst video pame movies 

new consoles were spin-off games from popular prompted no doubt by a renewed Ve nee shea ( ne tds 7 ever made. 

films, which worked best with action films like interest in the genre as a whole, * | : TAtaece : Over the last two decades, 

Blade and Van Helsing rather than the likes of Bram = especially among young adults, who Wj eat ooo F the trend for violent rather than - 

Stoker's Dracula, which inspired a rather dull side- are the biggest consumers of computer = aaa ; a P thoughtful vampire video games has n 

scrolling platform game in 1993, in which players pames. Amone the most popular of the — continued thanks largely to the release of i 

took the tole of Jonathan Harker in order to gather new breed of games was SioodRayne (2002), which such games as Dark Angel: Varnpire Apocalypse cl, 
(2001), Vargpire Rain (2007) and Infamous: Festal 
of Blood (2012), as well as the moody ‘weird west’ i 


style game Dartwatch, which was released on 
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of Vampires 


They may live in the shadows, but the vampire 
community continues to thrive. It's not all sucking 
blood and hiding from the sunlight 


Words by PoppyJay Palmer 


owadays, past the times of Viad the Impaler 
and Gngon Rasputin, when vampires hit the 
heaclhines it's usually in relation to movie 
announcements and box office figures. 
However, in our modern society vampires 
still exist, sometimes proudly and publicly, 
sometimes in the shadows. The contemporary 
Valpire community is vast and ever-expanding, 
with members ranging trom appreciators to blood- 





dnnking, self-proclaimed ‘Teal’ vampires. 

Originally stemming from the goth subculture of 
alternative lifestyles, the vampire community has 
a number of subcultures within it too. One of the 
most prominent, and mainstream, is what people 
nlayfully refer to as fangdom, and it’s just as it 
sounds: people from the fangdom community are 
the ones you would likely find roaming the floor 
at Comic-Con, A diverse group of people, fangdom 
brings together anyone and everyone with a deep 
love of varnpire fiction, with specific interests in 
pop-culture hits like Buffy the Vampire Slayer The 
Twilteht Sees. The Varipire Dianes and the works of 
Charlaine Harris and Anne Rice, 


Fangdom then naturally branches out to 
other pop-culture-related groups, like scholars 
that specialise in modem vampire culture and 
varnpire mythology, and role-players that partake 
in Vampire-related live-action role-play, or LARP 
usually in relation to one of the most famous 
fanged LARP games, Vampire: The Masquerade, A 
eothic-punk tabletop game that was first released 
by White Wolf Publishing in 191, it explores gothic 
themes like mortahty, salvation, depravity and 
the human condition tor indeed the absence of 
the human condition), while adding an elernent 
of strategy and competition, The game is basically 
Dungeons and Dragons but for vampire fans. 
Players create characters to play as - vampires 
pretending to be human - while a storyteller 
controls the game. Though it's technically a 
tabletop game, players do sometimes act and 
dress as them characters, meeting in hotels, clubs 
and fan conventions. But it's all just role-playing 
something that cannot be said of other subcultures. 

Where members of fangdom and role-players 
treat vampirism and the culture that surrounds 
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creatures, like demons, angels, dragons, elves 
and fairies 





Vampires aren't the 

only people who don't 
identify entirely as 
human - introducing the 
otherkin community 


There are more things in Heaven and Earth that 
aré dreamt of in most people's philosophy, and 
the otherkin community is proof. They may not fit 
entirely into most people's definition of magical, 
but their sense of self is certainly different from 
most people's. 

‘Otherkin’ describes a subculture of people 
who socially and spiritually identify as not being 
human. Instead, they largely connect with the 
idea of mythical creatures from pop culture and 
legends, identifying as a wealth of different 
beings from angels and demans to aliens, elves, 
sprites and dragons. They usually find their 
Identities through a strong belief in the existence 
of different parallel universes, and the existence 
of supernatural and sapient non-human beings 
within them. 

Where vampirism grew from the goth 
subculture, otherkin rose from the online elven 
communities in the early to mid 1990s. There 
has not been much solid research into the 
science involved in being otherkin, but there 
are a number of different theories within the 
community. Some believe their identity is penetic, 
while others say that it is a result of reincarnation, 
ancestry, metaphor, or what is know as ‘trams- 
species dysphoria of the soul’, 

Much like the vampire community, otherkin 
largely exist in groups online; Elfkind Digest 
mailing list, the oldest internet resource, was first 
started in 1990 by a student from the University 
of Kentucky With a wealth of online support and 
information now available, the community has 
been growing ever since. 
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it as a form of entertainment, others see it as a 
lifestyle. From the Latin for ‘he whe drinks blond’, 
Sanguinarians, or ‘sanguines’ for short, usually see 
themselves as the only Teal’ vampires. They are 
individuals with a compulsion or need to consume 
blood in order to replenish life-force enerey and 
strength, Animal blood will sometimes suffice, Dut 
most sport a need for that from humans. 

There's often a fair amount of overlap 
between the vampire lifestyler community 
and sadomasochism and blood fetishists, but 
sangzuines typically dont anni blood to satisty 
a sexual or emotional need. Instead, they 








often feel physically il without 
blood consumption and define 
their condition as a genuine 
medical syndrome. However, 
although there are certain 


similarities between a classic are no 
description of a vampire . ig x 
and symptoms of porphynia, ¥ Fa as 

a congenital bone marrow qi a 

disease that causes sufferers to co a 
crave blood, be sensitive to sunlight a | 


and have cartilage deformities, the two are 
thought to be completely different conditions. 
Understandably, many studies have been done 
around sanguinarians, but psychologists and 
researchers are yet to unearth any sohd smenhiic 
evidence to support the notion that the needs of 
the community are genuine. 

People fall into the varnpire community a 
number of ways and for a number of reasons. 
Members of fangdom, role-players and scholars 
may be drawn in by what's on trend, a keen 


mee al el bP Rem eben ee 
are thousands of real-life vampires 
aye em em el a ca 


ee a vho 
oe ae r a 


interest or just serendipitously while on the hunt 
for anew hobby. But things seem to be different for 
Sanguinarians. Rather than curiosity or following a 
fad, they tend to learn about their own vampirism 
organically, realising what they are by catching 
themselves cravine blood. For some, the need 
manifests before puberty, with people experiencing 
vampiric awakenings as early as pre-school age. 
For others, it happens over time Triggers can be 
anything, like licking a wound for the first time, 
roughly kissing and drawing blood, or satisfying a 
craving to sucle blood trom a raw steak 
| Due to the activities involved in being a 

= true sanguinanan, the faction 1s often 
7 Bm shamed by other members of the 

& larger vampire community. Just 

Lhe practice of drinking blood is 

drink 1 seen as a taboo by many, what 


4 a re E , 


hae S with it being very difficult to 

ee F consume safely and without 
; contracting a serous blood- 

yee” borne disease like HIV, syphilis 


ae and hepatitis. Alongside that, there 


= 


- 3 
—— are also all the dangers that core with 


drawing blood without help from a licensed 
mecical professional. 

However, unlike many of the vampires depicted 
In mythology and fichon, who can often be found 
preying on unwitting victims in order to feed, a 
large portion of the sanguinanian community seek 
out volunteers for consensual blood donations and 
condemn violent behaviour. In doing so, they go 
to great leneths to make blood extraction as sale 
as possible, getting blood tested and limiting one 
blood donor to one monogamous relahionship, 








Cosplayers show their love for fangdom 
by dressing up as their favourite 
EUS) g awe tao ba 
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Commonly known as ‘black swans, blood donors 
are often the friends and partners of sanguines, 
but in some cases they are merely willing vampire 
supporters who are sought out online and through 
the community 

Though most now deem human blood 
consumption as being, tranicly, kind of gross, that 
wast the case back in the loth and [th centuries. 
Many people regularly drank the stuff, including 
physicians, priests and royals, because it was widely 
believed that it improved vigour. As a result, it was 
often ingested to cure headaches and ease the 
symptoms of more severe medical conditions like 
epilepsy. With advancements 
In medicine, the practice 
mostly died out, but there 
are still a number of people 
who drink blood for medical 
reasons, both physical, 
like genetic mutations ancl problems producing 
haemoglobin, and psychological. It hasn't been 
proven that the blood actually helps, but many feel 
healthier when they do. 

Sanguines might be the only kinds of vampires 
whe drink human blood nowadays, but they 
arent the only ones who require sustenance 
from humans to draw strength. Another vampiric 
subculture that has been known to cause similar 
trouble, minus the blood part, is the psychic 
fampire community, which itself can be drided 
Into two More separate categories: traditional 
psychic vampires and ethical psychic vampires. 

AS a group, psychic vampires, or ‘psi-vamps’, are 
a type of human vampire that believes they attain 
strength and nourishment from the psychic energy, 


The secret lives of vampires 


pranic energy and the aura of others, with the 
reasoning being that this energy balances spiritual 
and psychological energy deficiencies in themselves, 
like damaged auras and chakras. Basically, they 
supposedly drain people of energy in order to top up 
their own supply. 

Traditional psychic vampires are mostly unaware 
of ther own enerpy-stealing activities and are 
therefore usually found outside of the vampire 
community. They drain others by way of their 
own personalities, being negative, demanding, 
angry and gloomy, asking non-stop questions ane 
possessing other generally negative personality 


“Psychic vampires can be identified through traits like 
heeding constant reassurance and never feeling satisfied” 


traits. Ethical psychic vampires, on the other hand, 
aré human vampires that believe they have what 
they call ‘energy deficiencies’ due to their bodies 

not creating enough life-force like prana, chi and ki, 
and are therefore unable to maintain good physical, 
emotional and spiritual health without a little help. 
Like sanguines, they feed from consenting donors to 
top up their energy supplies. 

Psychic vampires can be identified through traits 
like needing constant reassurance and never feeling 
satishied. Symptoms of psychic vampire attacks, 
however, are a little more physical, and include 
effects like dizziness, chronic fatigue, muscle tension, 
headaches, wnitability, a depressed mood, sleep 
disturbances, possessing a leaky or diminishing aura 
and more. If you start to experience any of these 


Vampire author Anne Rice has 
earned herself a dedicated cull 
following over her career 





symptoms and suspect a psychic varnpire might 
be to blame, there are plenty of online resources 
available that provide guidance about how to avoid 
a psychic vampire attack. Advice for avoiding 
psychic energy drains usually include being 

aware of which individuals cause your energy to 
deplete and limiting contact with them, invoking 

a protective bubble of white light surrounding 
your auric field, and carrying protective amulets as 
energy shields. 

Vampire communities may mostly be visible 
online, but actual real-life gatherings akin to 
those in the likes of True Blood and The Vaninire 
Diaries still exist, albert with 
decidedly less drama. It is 
believed that around 5,000 
Vampires are living in the 
United States alone, with a 
fair few of them living in 
tribes in New Orleans, Louisiana and Butfalo, New 
York. Like any other lifestyle that deviates from the 
norm, vampinsm often comes with ostracisation 
from those who don't understand it. Fearne 
discrumunation, the community's Sanguinarians 
and psychic vampires live discreetly in local 
Vampire houses, often led by a vampire elder who 
suides new members into the group. 

Though they usually keep to themselves, they 
still contribute to their communities outside of 
their fellow vampires, organising and participating 
In charity events in an attempt to give back to 
society. Modern vampires may not always fit 
outsider ideas of what they should be, but they are 
very much vampires They are not only still living - 
they're thriving. 
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